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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

Sept ember 5, 2025

Introduced by M of A KELLES, OIS, D NOWNTZ, GONZALEZ- ROJAS, SHRESTHA
CRUZ, LEVENBERG SIMON, GQLICK, KIM COLTON, EPSTEIN -- read once and
referred to the Committee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
banning the use of polystyrene foam docks, buoys and floating struc-
tures

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Article 27 of the environnental conservation |aw is amended
by adding a newtitle 34 to read as foll ows:
TITLE 34
PO_YSTYRENE FOAM DOCKS BAN
Section 27-3401. Definitions.
27-3403. Prohibition on polystyrene docks, buoys, and floating
structures.
8§ 27-3401. Definitions.

For the purposes of this title, the following terns shall have the
foll owi ng neani ngs:
1. "Buoy" neans any float or marker that is attached to a nooring

anchor and either is suitable for attachnent to a boat through the use
of a pennant or other device or facilitates the attachnent of the boat
to the nporing anchor.

2. "Dock" nmeans an unencl osed structure secured to land, land under
waters, a nmooring, or a floating structure that is used for nooring
boats or for recreational activities, such as a swinmmng., fishing. or
sunbathing platform A dock includes a structure that is partially
encl osed or has two or nore |evels.

3. "Expanded polystyrene foanm neans a thernoplastic petrochem cal
material utilizing the styrene nononer that is processed according to
mul tiple techniques including fusion of polyner spheres, injection nold-
ing, formnolding. and extrusion-bl ow nolding.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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4. "Extruded polystyrene foam neans polystyrene foam nmanufactured via
an extrusion process where plastic resin and other additives are

conbined and extruded through a die, before cooling and expanding into
its final shape

5. "Rigid polystyrene"” neans plastic made fromrigid polystyrene resin
that has not been expanded. extruded. or foaned.

6. "Floating structure" neans a structure constructed on or in waters
of the state that is supported by flotation and is secured in place by a
piling or mooring anchor, including boathouses, fueling structures,

navi gation markers, floating hones., narinas, wal kways, or boarding plat-
forms.
8§ 27-3403. Prohibition on polystyrene docks, buoys, and floating struc-

tures.

Begi nning January first, two thousand twenty-seven. no person shal
sell, offer to sell, or distribute docks, buoys, or floating structures
made with expanded polystyrene foam extruded polystyrene foam or rigid
pol ystyrene.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.



