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STATE OF NEW YORK

8057

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

April 22, 2025

Introduced by M of A BRONSON -- read once and referred to the Commit-
tee on Veterans' Affairs

AN ACT to anend the veterans' services law, in relation to establishing
a lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender veteran's coordinator in
order to support the unique needs of and cel ebrate the service by such
vet er ans

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The veterans' services law is amended by adding a new
section 19-a to read as foll ows:

8 19-a. lLesbian, gay. bisexual and transgender veteran's coordinator.
1. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terns
shall have the follow ng neanings:

(a) "veteran" shall have the sane neaning as defined in section one of
this article; and

(b) "departnent” shall nmean the state departnent of vet er ans'
services.

2. Establishment of the | esbian, gay, bisexual and transgender veter-
ans coordinator. There is hereby established within the departnent, a
"l esbian, gay, bisexual and transgender veterans coordi nhator" who shal
be a veteran appointed by and work under the direction of the conm s-
sioner. Such coordinator's duties shall include, but not be linmted to:

(a) identification, developnent, planning, organization and coordi-
nation of all statew de prograns and services to neet the unigue needs
of lesbian, gay. bisexual and transgender veterans;

(b) making recommendations to the comm ssioner to ensure conpliance
with all existing departnent policies and regulations pertaining to the
needs of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender veterans on the state
and federal |evel and nmake recomendations regarding the inprovenent of
benefits and services to |lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender veter-
ans;
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c) acting as a liaison between the departnent, state veterans nursin
hones, state agencies, conmunity groups, advocates and other veterans
and military organizations and interested parties;

(d) advocating for all |esbian, gay, bisexual and transgender veterans
in the state;

(e) devel opnent and nmi nt enance of a cl earinghouse for information and
resources for |esbian, gay, bisexual and transgender veterans;

(f) pronote events and activities that recognize, educate and honor
| esbian, gay, bisexual and transgender veterans, including but not
limted to veteran human rights conferences, veterans benefits and
resource events, and veterans cultural conpetence training

(g) inclusion of the contributions |esbian, gay. bisexual and trans-
gender veterans have nade on behalf of the United States and this state
on the departnent's official website; and

(h) preparation of reports on topics including, but not limted to,

the denographics of |esbian, gay, bisexual and transgender veterans, and

the uniqgue needs of the |esbian, gay, bisexual and transgender veterans
popul ation, to the extent such infornation is available, to the conm s-

sioner on the status of |esbian, gay, bisexual and transgender veterans
within New York state.

3. Reports. The |lesbian, gay. bisexual and transgender veterans coor-
dinator shall submt a report to the conm ssioner each year after the
effective date of this section. Such report shall include, but not be
limted to., a description of the |esbian. gay, bisexual and transgender
veterans coordinator's activities for the calendar year and the prograns
devel oped pursuant to the provisions of this section. The conmmi ssioner
shall submit the report of a synopsis of the report to the governor in
accordance with the provisions of section four of this article.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.




