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(Prefil ed)
January 8, 2025

Introduced by M of A ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to prohib-
iting the declawi ng and descenting of ferrets

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The agriculture and markets |aw is amended by adding a new
section 387 to read as foll ows:

8 387. Prohibition of the declaw ng and descenting of ferrets. 1. For
the purposes of this section, the following terns shall have the foll ow
i ng neani ngs:

(a) "Ferret" shall nean the donestic species Mistela furo.

(b) "Declawi ng" shall nean a procedure, such as an onychectony, tendo-
nectony or phal angectony, to renpve or prevent the nornmal function of
the claws of a ferret.

(c) "Descenting" shall nean a procedure involving the surgical renoval
or destruction of the anal glands of a ferret.

(d) "Therapeutic purpose” shall nean the necessity to address the
physical nedical condition of a ferret, such as an existing or recurring
illness, infection, disease, injury or abnornmal condition in the claw or
anal gl ands that conprom ses such ferret's health. Therapeutic purpose
shall not include cosnetic or aesthetic reasons or reasons of conven-
ience in keeping or handling such ferret.

2. No person shall performa declawing or a descenting procedure by
any neans on a ferret within the state of New York, except when neces-
sary for a therapeutic purpose and performed by a |licensed veterinarian

3. Any person who perforns a declawi ng or descenting procedure on any
ferret in the state of New York in violation of the provisions of subdi-
vision two of this section shall be punishable by a civil penalty not to
exceed one thousand doll ars.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted.
LBD02680- 01- 5



