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read once and referred to the Committee on Energy

AN ACT to anend the public authorities law and the energy law, in
relation to the New York power authority's conferral process

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "public renewabl es transparency act".

§ 2. Paragraph (d) of subdivision 27-a of section 1005 of the public
authorities law, as anmended by section 28 of part O of chapter 58 of the
| aws of 2024, is anended to read as follows:

(d) No later than one hundred eighty days after the effective date of
this subdivision, and annually thereafter, the authority shall confer
with the New York state energy research and devel opnment authority, the
department of public service, climate and resiliency experts, |abor

organi zations, and environmental justice and comunity organizations
concerning the state's progress on neeting the renewable energy goals
established by the climte | eadership and comunity protection act. At

each board of trustees' neeting, there shall be a public report deliv-
ered and published on the devel opnent and inplenentation of the authori-
ty's renewabl e energy generation strategic plan. The authority shal

also maintain a public dashboard denonstrating their progress in inple-
nenting the authority's renewabl e energy generation strategic plan. Wen
exercising the authority provided for in paragraph (a) of this subdivi-
sion, the information devel oped through such conferral shall be used to
identify projects to help ensure that the state nmeets its goals under
the climate |eadership and conmmunity protection act. Any conferra
provided for in this paragraph shall include consideration of the timng
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of projects in the interconnection queue of the federally designated
electric bulk system operator for New York state, taking into account
both capacity factors or planned projects and the interconnection
queue's historical conpletion rate. A report on the information devel -
oped t hrough such conferral shall be published and nmade accessible on
the website of the authority, including, but not limted to, the basis
of the conferral report. The published basis shall include notes from
the conferral neetings.

§ 3. Paragraph (d) of subdivision 27-a of section 1005 of the public
authorities law, as added by section 1 of part QQ of chapter 56 of the
| aws of 2023, is anended to read as follows:

(d) No later than one hundred eighty days after the effective date of
this subdivision, and annually thereafter, the authority shall confer
with the New York state energy research and devel opment authority, the
of fice of renewable energy siting, the department of public service,
climate and resiliency experts, |abor organi zations, and environnental
justice and community organi zati ons concerning the state's progress on
meeting the renewabl e energy goals established by the climte | eadership
and comunity protection act. At each board of trustees' neeting, there
shall be a public report delivered and published on the devel opnent and
inplementation of the authority's renewabl e energy generation strategic
plan. The authority shall also nmaintain a public dashboard denpnstrat-
ing their progress in inplenmenting the authority's renewabl e energy
generation strategic plan. Wen exercising the authority provided for in
paragraph (a) of this subdivision, the information developed through
such conferral shall be used to identify projects to help ensure that
the state neets its goals under the climate |eadership and comunity
protection act. Any conferral provided for in this paragraph shal
i nclude consideration of the timng of projects in the interconnection
queue of the federally designated electric bulk system operator for New
York state, taking into account both capacity factors or planned
projects and the interconnection queue's historical conpletion rate. A

report on the information devel oped through such conferral shall be
published and nade accessible on the website of the authority, includ-
ing, but not limted to, the basis of the conferral report. The
publ i shed basis shall include notes fromthe conferral neetings.

8 4. dauses (J) and (K) of subparagraph (iv) of paragraph (e) of
subdi vi sion 27-a of section 1005 of the public authorities |aw, as added
by section 1 of part QQ of chapter 56 of the laws of 2023, are anended
to read as foll ows:

(J) the state's progress towards achieving the renewabl e energy goals
of the climte | eadership and community protection act; [ard]

(K) nethodol ogi es and nodeling showing their financial and technical
capabilities in a variety of scenarios including but not limted to
bondi ng capabilities, expected return on investnent, energy needs,
renewable progress, siting potential, grid interconnection, existing
| abor pool needs, and job creation. The strategic plan shall include
quantitative assessnents of various borrow ng scenarios, including using
green bonds to raise capital for renewable energy devel opnent as well as
the inpact that each scenario would have on the authority's bond rating
and the estinated additional interest expense associated with a poten-
tial rating change. The strategic plan shall assess the potential for
|l everaging other sources of capital wthin the authority, such as
econoni ¢ devel opnent funds, other sources of state funding. and opportu-
nities for federal assistance; and

(L) any other information the authority determ nes to be appropriate.
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8 5. Subparagraph (vii) of paragraph (e) of subdivision 27-a of
section 1005 of the public authorities |aw, as added by section 1 of
part QQ of chapter 56 of the laws of 2023, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(vii) The authority shall post a draft of the strategic plan on its
website for public coment for a period of at least sixty days starting
no later than OCctober eleventh, and shall hold at |east [th+ee] six
public hearings on the draft strategic plan in regionally diverse parts
of the state. In-person hearings shall be held in locations with access
to public transit. The authority shall provide an option for stakehol d-

ers to submt comments renptely as well, and incorporate feedback from
such sessions and witten comments into the final draft of the strategic
pl an. Comments shall be nmade public no later than five days after the

comment period ends.

8§ 6. Section 6-102 of the energy |aw, as added by chapter 433 of the
laws of 2009, subdivisions 1, 2 and 3 as anended by chapter 195 of the
| aws of 2011, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 6-102. State energy planning board. 1. There shall be established a
state energy planning board, hereinafter referred to as the "board",
whi ch shall consist of the chair of the public service comrssion, the
comm ssioner of environnental conservation, the chief executive officer
of the New York power authority, the conmi ssioner of econonic devel op-
nment, the commi ssioner of transportation, the commi ssioner of |abor, the
conm ssi oner of the division of honmeland security and energency
services, the comm ssioner of agriculture and markets, the commi ssioner
of health, the secretary of state and the president of the New York
state energy research and devel opnent authority. The governor, the
speaker of the assenbly and the tenporary president of the senate shal
each appoi nt one additional representative to serve on the board. The
presiding officer of the federally designated electric bul k system oper-
ator (BSO shall serve as a non-voting nenber of the board. Any decision
or action by the board shall be by majority vote. The president of the
New York state energy research and devel opnent authority shall serve as
chair of the board. Menbers of the board may designate an executive
staff representative to participate on the board on their behalf.

2. Regional planning councils shall be established. Two regions shal
be established as foll ows:

(a) Downstate region - New York City and Dutchess, Nassau, O ange,
Put nam Rockl and, Suffolk, U ster and Westchester counties;

(b) Upstate region - Al bany, Allegany, Broone, Cattaraugus, Cayuga,
Chaut auqua, Chemung, Chenango, dinton, Colunbia, Cortland, Del aware,
Erie, Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Genesee, Geene, Hamlton, Herkinmer
Jefferson, Lewis, Livingston, Madison, Monroe, Mntgonery, Ni agara
Onei da, Onondaga, Ontario, Ol eans, Oswego, Osego, Renssel aer, Sarato-
ga, Schenectady, Schoharie, Schuyler, Seneca, St. Lawence, Steuben
Sul l'i van, Tioga, Tonpkins, Warren, Washington, Wayne, Wonm ng and Yates
counti es.

The governor, tenporary president of the senate and t he speaker of the
assenbly shall each appoint three regional planning council nenbers per

regi on. Regional planning council nenbers shall serve w thout conpen-
sation, and shall have their principal residence within the region for
whi ch they are appointed. Such regional council nenbers may solicit

i nput from stakeholder interests within their region, including but not
limted to | ocal governnents, municipal utilities, rural electric coop-
eratives, utilities, |labor unions, ratepayers, businesses, trade associ-
ations, generators, and comunity organi zati ons. Each regi onal planning
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council shall transmt to the board a report containing any reconmenda-
tions specific to its region on a schedule determ ned by the board to be
appropriate for consideration of such report in the devel opnent of the
draft energy plan.

3. Staff services shall be performed by personnel of the departnent of
public service, the departnment of environnental conservation, the New
York power authority, the departnent of transportation, the departnent
of econoni c devel opnent, the division of homel and security and energency
services and the New York state energy research and devel opnment authori -
ty, as directed by the board. Assistance shall also be nade avail abl e,
as requested by the board, from other agencies, departnments and public
authorities of the state. The board nmay provide for its own represen-
tation in all actions or proceedings in which it is a party.

8 7. This act shall take effect immediately, provided that the anend-
nments to paragraph (d) of subdivision 27-a of section 1005 of the public
authorities |aw nmade by section two of this act shall be subject to the
expiration and reversion of such paragraph pursuant to section 34 of
part O of chapter 58 of the |aws of 2024, as anended, when upon such
date the provisions of section three of this act shall take effect.




