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7511

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 28, 2025

Introduced by M of A MMAHON, BORES, SIMONE -- read once and referred
to the Cormittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, the education law, the
general business law, the insurance law, the nmilitary |aw, the pena
law, the public authorities law, the public officers law, the state
finance law, and the transportation law, in relation to replacing the
word accident with the word crash

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 105-a of the vehicle and traffic law, as added by
chapter 303 of the laws of 2014, is amended to read as foll ows:

8 105-a. Car carrier. Atruck that is designed to carry one to three
motor vehicles on a flat platformthat slides or tilts to the ground to
facilitate | oadi ng and unl oadi ng of such notor vehicles and to tow an

additional nmotor vehicle behind it by the use of a wheel lift. For the
pur poses of this chapter, whenever such car carrier tows or carries a
disabled, illegally parked or abandoned notor vehicle or a notor vehicle

involved in [ap—aceldent] a crash, such car carrier shall be deened to
be a tow truck and shall conmply with all provisions of this chapter, and
any other | aw, ordinance, order, rule and regulation, applicable to tow
trucks.

8§ 2. Section 107-b of the vehicle and traffic |aw, as added by chapter
552 of the laws of 1994, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 107-b. Commercial towi ng. The noving or renoving of disabled, ille-
gally parked, or abandoned notor vehicles or notor vehicles involved in
[ aecidents] crashes, by another notor vehicle, for which there is direct
or indirect conpensation. Commercial tow ng shall also include tow ng by
a person, firm corporation, or other entity pursuant to a contract or
ot her agreerment with a political subdivision.

8§ 3. Section 114-b of the vehicle and traffic |aw, as anmended by chap-
ter 496 of the laws of 2021, is anended to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
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§ 114-b. Energency operation. The operation, or parking, of an author-
i zed energency vehicle, when such vehicle is engaged in transporting a
sick or injured person, transporting prisoners, delivering blood or
bl ood products in a situation involving an i mmnent health risk, trans-
porting human organs and/or nedi cal personnel for the purpose of organ
recovery or transplantation in a situation involving an iminent health
risk where undue delay would jeopardize such recovery or transplanta-
tion, pursuing an actual or suspected violator of the |aw, or responding
to, or working or assisting at the scene of [akr—aeceident] a_crash,
disaster, police call, alarm of fire, actual or potential release of
hazardous materials or other enmergency. Energency operation shall not
i nclude returning fromsuch service

8 4. Section 148-b of the vehicle and traffic |law, as added by chapter
552 of the |laws of 1994, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 148-b. Tow truck. A motor vehicle that tows or carries a disabled,
illegally parked or abandoned nmotor vehicle or a notor vehicle involved
i n [ ah—aceident] a crash.

8 5. Subparagraph (i) of paragraph (i) of subdivision 1 of section 201
of the vehicle and traffic |aw, as anended by section 2 of part E of
chapter 60 of the I aws of 2005, is anended to read as foll ows:

(i) any [aeecident] crash reports filed with the conmi ssi oner,
conviction certificates, police reports, conplaints, satisfied judgnent
records, closed suspension and revocation orders, hearing records, other
than audio tape recordings of hearings, significant correspondence
relating to any of the sane, and any other record on file after renmin-
ing on file for four years except that if the comm ssioner shal
receive, during the Ilast vyear of such period of four years, witten
notice to retain one or nore of such papers or docunents, the sanme shal
be retained for another four years in addition to said period of four
years. The provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to certificates
of conviction filed with respect to convictions which affect sentencing
or admnistrative action required by | aw beyond such four year period.
Such certificates may be destroyed after they have no legal effect on
sentencing or adm nistrative action;

8 6. Subdivision 6 of section 201 of the vehicle and traffic [aw, as
anended by chapter 432 of the laws of 1997, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

6. Wenever any docunment referred to in subdivision one of this
section is filed with this department when it is not required to be
filed and is used by this departnment for no other purposes, other than
for statistics or research, the docunment shall not be a public record
Provi ded, however, that [anr—aecident] a crash report filed with this
departnent when it is not required to be filed shall not be a public
record except as follows: for use by the state or any political subdi-
vision thereof for no other purposes other than for statistics or
research relating to highway safety; for any | awful purpose by a person
to whom such report pertains or naned in such report, or [his—or—hes]
the person's authorized representative; and, for wuse by any other
person, or [his—e+r—her] the person's authorized representative, who has
denmonstrated to the satisfaction of the comm ssioner that such person is
or may be a party to a civil action arising out of the conduct descri bed
in such [ aeeident] crash report.

8 7. Subdivision 3 of section 202 of the vehicle and traffic law, as
anended by chapter 169 of the laws of 1994, is anended to read as
fol | ows:
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3. Fees for copies of documents. The fees for copies of docunents,
ot her than [aeeident] crash reports, shall be one dollar per page. A
page shall <consist of either a single or double side of any docunent.
The fee for a copy of [anr—aecident] a crash report shall be fifteen
dollars. Al copies of docunents shall be certified at no additiona
fee. Wenever search of records of the departnment is required in
conjunction with a request for a copy of a document, the fee for such
search shall be the fee provided in paragraph (a) of subdivision two of

this section. The result of such search will be the l|ocating of the
document to be copied, or if no docunent can be |ocated, a certification
to that effect will be the result of the search.

8 8. Subdivision 1 of section 220 of the vehicle and traffic law, as
added by chapter 574 of the laws of 1969, is amended to read as foll ows:
(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter or other |aw,

whet her general, special or local, the conmissioner may permt the
installation and use of any item of equipnment which [he] the conmi ssion-
er, in [ks] the commissioner's discretion, determnes will either
reduce [aeecidents] crashes, injuries and fatalities, or otherw se

contribute to highway safety.

8 9. Paragraph a of subdivision 4 of section 250 of the vehicle and
traffic I aw, as anended by chapter 305 of the laws of 1995, is anended
to read as follows:

a. The provisions of this chapter relative to the registration of
not or vehicles, notorcycles and trailers and the display of registration
nunmbers shall not apply to a notor vehicle, notorcycle or trailer owned
by a non-resident of the state who is a seasonal farm |l aborer, for a
period extending fromthe first day of April to and including the thir-
tieth day of Novenmber in each year, provided that the owner thereof
shall have conplied with the provisions of the law of the foreign coun-
try, state, territory or federal district of [his] the owner's residence
relative to registration of such nmotor vehicle, notorcycle or trailer,
as the case may be, and the display of registration numbers thereof, and
provided further that the owner thereof shall furnish proof to the
comm ssioner that such owner has in effect with respect to such notor
vehicle an autonobile liability policy issued by an insurance conpany
authorized to do business in this state or by an unauthorized insurer
aut horized to transact business in the jurisdiction of [khis] the owner's
residence in at |east the anbunt of twenty-five thousand doll ars because
of bodily injury to or fifty thousand doll ars because of death of one
person in any one [aseident] crash and, subject to said limt for one
person, in at |least the anbunt of fifty thousand dollars because of
bodily injury to or one hundred thousand dollars because of death of two
or nore persons in any [aeseident] crash, and in at |east the anpunt of
ten thousand doll ars because of injury to or destruction of property of
others in any one [aeceident] crash.

8 10. Subdivision 1 of section 253 of the vehicle and traffic | aw, as
amended by chapter 216 of the laws of 1992, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. The use or operation by a non-resident of a vehicle in this state,
or the use or operation in this state of a vehicle in the business of a
non-resident, or the use or operation in this state of a vehicle owned
by a non-resident if so used or operated with [kis] the non-resident's
perm ssion, express or inplied, shall be deemed equivalent to an
appoi ntmrent by such non-resident of the secretary of state to be [his]
the non-resident's true and | awful attorney upon whom nmay be served the
sunmons in any action against [kiA the non-resident, grow ng out of any
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[ aecident] crash or collision in which such non-resident may be invol ved
whil e using or operating such vehicle in this state or in which such
vehicle my be involved while being used or operated in this state in
the business of such non-resident or with the perm ssion, express or
i mplied, of such non-resident owner; and such use or operation shall be
deened a signification of [his] the non-resident agreement that any such
summons against [k the non-resident which is so served shall be of
the sanme legal force and validity as if served on [his non-resident
personally wthin the state and within the territorial jurisdiction of
the court from which the summons issues, and that such appointnent of
the secretary of state shall be irrevocabl e and bi nding upon [his] the
non-resident's executor or administrator. Wiere such non-resident has
died prior to the comencenent of an action brought pursuant to this
section, service of process shall be made on the executor or administra-
tor of such non-resident in the sane manner and on the same notice as is
provided in the case of the non-resident [himself]. Where an action has
been duly comrenced under the provisions of this section against a non-
resident who dies thereafter, the court nust allow the action to be
conti nued against [his] the executor or administrator upon notion with
such notice as the court deens proper

8§ 11. Section 254 of the vehicle and traffic law, as amended by chap-
ter 418 of the laws of 1964, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 254. Service of sumobns on residents who depart fromstate and on
residents' executors or admnistrators who are nonresidents or who
depart fromstate. The provisions of section two hundred fifty-three of
this chapter shall also apply (a) to a resident who departs fromthe
state subsequent to the [aceident] crash or collision and remai ns absent
therefromfor thirty days continuously, whether such absence is intended
to be tenporary or permanent, and to any executor or adninistrator of
such resident, and (b) to an executor or administrator of a resident if
such executor or administrator is a nonresident or if, being a resident,
[he] such executor or adninistrator departs fromthe state and renains
absent therefrom for thirty days continuously, whether such absence is
intended to be tenporary or permanent.

§ 12. Section 301-a of the vehicle and traffic |aw, as added by chap-
ter 634 of the laws of 1973, and subdivision 1 as anmended by chapter 608
of the laws of 1993, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 301-a. Re-inspection of notor vehicles involved in certain [asci—
dents] crashes. 1. The conmissioner may require that a nmotor vehicle
registered in this state or el sewhere which is required to be inspected,
be re-inspected after it is involved in a property damage [aceident]
crash which is required to be reported to the nmotor vehicle department.
Such re-inspection shall be nmade within sixty days of the date of the
[ aceident] crash if the notor vehicle is driven away fromthe [accident]
crash site. Such re-inspection shall be nmade before the vehicle is oper-
ated on the public highways if the notor vehicle is towed or transported
fromthe [aceident] crash site, except that a nmotor vehicle may be driv-
en froma repair shop to an inspection station for the purpose of being
re-inspected.

2. The owner of a car so damaged shall be required to subnmit to the
departnent within the sane tine linmt as provided in subdivision one of
this section satisfactory proof of re-inspection pursuant to rules and
regul ati ons to be promul gated by the conmi ssioner.

3. Failure to submit such proof of re-inspection as herein provided
shall constitute ground for suspension or revocation of [his] the
owner's privileges of operating a motor vehicle in this state and of the
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operation within this state of any notor vehicle owned by [hiw the
owner .

8 13. Subdivision 2 of section 310 of the vehicle and traffic lawis
amended to read as foll ows:

(2) Declaration of purpose. The Ilegislature is concerned over the
rising toll of notor vehicle [ascidents] crashes and the suffering and
| oss thereby inflicted. The legislature determines that it is a matter
of grave concern that nmotorists shall be financially able to respond in
damages for their negligent acts, so that innocent victinse of notor
vehi cl e [ aceidents] crashes may be reconpensed for the injury and finan-
cial loss inflicted upon them The legislature finds and decl ares that
the public interest can best be served in satisfying the insurance
requirements of this article by private enterprise operating in a
conpetitive market to provide proof of financial security through the
met hods prescri bed herein.

8§ 14. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 4 of section 311 of the vehicle and
traffic law, as anmended by chapter 305 of the |aws of 1995, is anended
to read as follows:

(a) Affording coverage as defined in the m nimum provisions prescribed
in a regulation which shall be promulgated by the superintendent at
|l east ninety days prior to effective date of this act. The superinten-
dent before pronulgating such regulations or any anmendnment thereof,
shall consult wth all insurers licensed to wite autonpbile liability
insurance in this state and shall not prescribe m ni nrum provisions which
fail to reflect the provisions of autonobile liability insurance poli-
cies, other than nmotor vehicle liability policies as defined in section
three hundred forty-five of this chapter, issued within this state at
the date of such regulation or anendnent thereof. Nothing contained in
such regulation or in this article shall prohibit any insurer from
affording coverage under an owner's policy of liability insurance nore
liberal than that required by said minimm provisions. Every such
owner's policy of liability insurance shall provide insurance subject to
said regulation against loss from the liability inposed by |aw for
damages, including damages for care and loss of services, because of
bodily injury to or death of any person and injury to or destruction of
property arising out of the ownership, naintenance, use, or operation of
a specific motor vehicle or notor vehicles within the state of New York,
or elsewhere in the United States in North Arerica or the Dom nion of
Canada, subject to a |imt, exclusive of interest and costs, wth
respect to each such notor vehicle except a tow truck, of twenty-five
thousand dollars because of bodily injuries to and fifty thousand
dol | ars because of death of one person in any one [aeceldent] crash and,
subject to said limt for one person, toalimt of fifty thousand
dol l ars because of bodily injury to and one hundred thousand dollars
because of death of two or nobre persons in any one [aeceident] crash, and
to a limt of ten thousand dollars because of injury to or destruction
of property of others in any one [aeeident] crash provided, however,
that such policy need not be for a period coterminous with the registra-
tion period of the vehicle insured. The |limt, exclusive of interest and
costs, wth respect to a towtruck shall be a conbined single limt of
at | east three hundred thousand dollars because of bodily injury or
death to one or nore persons or because of injury or destruction of
property of others in any one [aeceident] crash, and to a limt of twen-
ty-five thousand dollars because of damage to a vehicle in the care,
custody and control of the insured. Any insurer authorized to issue an
owner's policy of liability insurance as provided for in this article
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may, pending the issue of such a policy, make an agreenment, to be known
as a binder, or may, in lieu of such a policy, issue a renewal endorse-
ment or evidence of renewal of an existing policy; each of which shal
be construed to provide indemity or protection in |like manner and to
the same extent as such a policy. The provisions of this article shal
apply to such binders, renewal endorsenments or evidences of renewal.
Every such policy issued insuring private passenger vehicles and every
renewal policy, renewal endorsenent, or other evidence of renewal issued
shall have attached thereto a rating information formwhich clearly
specifies and defines the rating classification assigned thereto,
i ncluding any applicable nerit rating plan; and

8 15. Subdivision 1 of section 315 of the vehicle and traffic lawis
amended to read as foll ows:

1. The conmi ssioner, upon the surrender of the registration and nunber
plates for a notor vehicle for which a financial security bond or depos-
it was accepted by the conm ssioner, shall permit +the cancellation of
any such bond or shall direct that any such deposit be returned by the
conm ssi oner of taxation and finance. The conm ssioner shall not rel ease

such bond or deposit in the event any action for damages upon a |liabil-
ity referred to in this article is then pending or any judgment upon any
such liability then outstanding and unsatisfied, or in the event the

comm ssi oner has received notice that such person has within the period
of three nmonths inmediately preceding been involved as a driver in any
not or vehicl e [aceident] crash. An affidavit of the applicant of non-
exi stence of such facts shall be sufficient evidence thereof in the
absence of evidence to the contrary in the records of the bureau

8 16. Section 316 of the vehicle and traffic law, the third undesig-
nated paragraph as amended by chapter 511 of the laws of 1999, and the
fourth undesi gnat ed paragraph as added by chapter 316 of the laws of
1972, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 316. Self-insurers. The conmissioner, in [his] the conm ssioner's
di scretion, may upon the application of a person having registered in
[Bs] such person's name in this state nore than twenty-five notor vehi-
cles, issue a certificate of self-insurance when [he] the conm ssioner
is reasonably satisfied that such person is possessed and will continue
to be possessed of financial ability to respond to judgments obtained
agai nst such person, arising out of the ownership, mmintenance, use or
operation of any such person's notor vehicles. Upon due notice and hear-
ing, the conmissioner may, in [kis] the conmissioner's discretion and
upon reasonabl e grounds, cancel a certificate of self-insurance.

As a condition to the issuance of a certificate of self-insurance, the
regi strant shall pay annually in addition to any other fee prescribed by
this chapter, a fee of one dollar and fifty cents for each notor vehicle
registered in [khis] the registrant's nane and the aggregate anount of
such fees shall be applied in reduction of the assessnment |evied pursu-
ant to section three hundred seventeen of this article.

As a further condition to the issuance of a certificate of self-insu-
rance, the registrant shall pay annually in addition to any other fee
prescribed by this chapter, an anmpbunt per vehicle to be determned by
the Mtor Vehicle [Aeseident] Crash Indemification Corporation pursuant
to section five thousand two hundred seven of the insurance | aw for each
nmot or vehicle registered in [his] the registrant's nane and the aggre-
gate anount of such fees shall be transmitted by the conm ssioner to the
Motor Vehicle [Aeseident] Crash Indemification Corporation continued
pursuant to section five thousand two hundred three of the insurance |aw
to be applied in reduction of assessnents levied by said corporation
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pursuant to section five thousand two hundred seven of the insurance
| aw.

Not wi t hstandi ng the provisions of any other section, for the purposes
of this section, the term"notor vehicle" shall include "snowmbiles" as
defined by subdivision [six—ef—5-8-0105—0f—the—conservationtaw one of
section twenty-two hundred twenty-one of this chapter.

§ 17. Subdivision 9 of section 318 of the vehicle and traffic law, as
amended by chapter 1025 of the laws of 1971, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

9. (a) If a notor vehicle has been involved in [ an—-aceident] a crash
and its registration or the driver's license of its operator, or both,
have been revoked pursuant to this section, then neither such vehicle
nor any other notor vehicle shall be registered or reregistered in the
nane of its owner or of any other person legally responsible for its
use, nor shall any driver's license be issued to such owner, person or
operator until one year has passed since the date of such revocation
and, as the case may be, the conm ssioner has received the paynents and
evi dence required by paragraph (c) [belew] of this subdivision.

(b) If a notor vehicle not registered in this state is involved in [an
accident] a crash in this state and the privilege of its operation wth-
in this state has been revoked, then neither its owner, any person
legally responsible for its use nor its operator shall exercise the
privilege of the operation of such vehicle within this state or the
privilege of operation within this state of any notor vehicle, until one
year has passed since the date of revocation and, as the case nmy be,
the comm ssioner has received the paynents and evidence as required in
paragraph (c) [beloew] of this subdivision

(c) The paynents and evidence referred to in paragraphs (a) and (b)
[abeve] of this subdivision shall be evidence, satisfactory to the
comm ssi oner,

(1) That no cause of action based upon such [aeeident] crash against
such owner, person |egally responsible or operator has been commenced
within a period of one year fromthe date of the [aeceident] crash or a
rel ease thereof has been given to such owner, person or operator, or

(2) That no judgnent arising out of such cause of action for amunts
within the limts stated in paragraph (a) of subdivision four of section
three hundred eleven of this article against such owner, person or oper-
ator remai ns unsatisfied, except that such registration and I|icensing
privileges nmmy be restored on conpliance with the procedures pernitting
the paynent of a judgnent in installnments provided in section three
hundred thirty-four of this title, and

(3) That all «civil penalties required to be paid to the departnent
pursuant to the provisions of subdivision five of section three hundred
ni neteen of this [ehapter] article have been paid.

8 18. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 11 of section 318 of the vehicle
and traffic law, as anmended by chapter 735 of the laws of 1970, is
amended to read as foll ows:

(a) Were the license or privileges of any person, or the registration
of a notor vehicle registered in [kis] such person's name, has been
suspended or revoked under this article [sixeof—-this—ehapter], and the
nmot or vehicl e [aseident] crash indemnification corporation or an insurer
has paid any anount towards satisfaction of a judgnent agai nst such
person, or has obtained a judgnent against such person as a result of
paynments nmade to third parties such license, privileges or registration
shal | be suspended, or the suspension or revocation thereof shall be
continued, as provided in this subdivision.
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§ 19. Paragraphs (a) and (c) of subdivision 12 of section 318 of the
vehicle and traffic |aw, paragraph (a) as amended by chapter 843 of the
| aws of 1980, and paragraph (c) as anended by chapter 805 of the | aws of
1984, are amended to read as foll ows:

(a) If the owner or operator of a notor vehicle in any manner invol ved
in [apn—aceident] a crash occurring in this state resulting in death or
bodily injuries to any person fails to produce satisfactory evidence as
proof of financial security within forty-eight hours after the [aeci—
dent] crash, the notor vehicle shall be subject to inpoundnment and any
peace officer, acting pursuant to [his] such officer's special duties,
or any police officer is authorized to inpound and store such notor
vehicle. If said notor vehicle is subject to inmpoundnent and is not so
i mpounded, the owner or [his] the owner's representative shall cause
said notor vehicle to be stored in a public garage or storage place in
this state as selected by the owner or representative and shall continue
such storage for the period of tinme provided in this section. The afore-
ment i oned storage shall constitute "inpoundnment” within the neaning of
this section. The cost of storage of any such inpounded notor vehicle
shall be borne by the owner. So |long as the inpoundnment is in force no
person shall renove the inpounded vehicle or pernit it to be renoved
fromits place of inpoundnent except upon the order of the conmi ssioner

(c) The inpoundrment shall continue until (1) there is a final disposi-
tion of the claimfor death or bodily injury of the person, resulting
from the [aecident] crash in which said motor vehicle was invol ved, by
paynent of a judgnent or settlenent by the owner, or by a final judgnent
in [hs] the owner's favor, or (2) one year has el apsed since the date
of the [aeceident] crash and no filing has been nade pursuant to section
five thousand two hundred eight of the insurance law, or (3) a release
of the notor vehicle upon order of the conmi ssioner. The conmi ssi oner
may order the release of said notor vehicle upon the depositing with the
conm ssi oner of taxation and finance of security or a bond in such form
and amount as may be approved by the commissioner. |If said notor vehicle
is not released from inpoundnent after the |apse of one year, the
comm ssioner may dispose of it by public sale and remt the proceeds
from the sale to the comm ssioner of taxation and finance to be held
pendi ng the final disposition of the claim

8§ 20. Subdivision (d) of section 332 of the vehicle and traffic lawis
amended to read as foll ows:

(d) Any person whose license, registration or non-resident's driving
privilege is subject to suspension hereunder, nmay be relieved fromthe
effect of failure to satisfy such judgnent, if such person files wth
the comm ssioner proper evidence that a bond or insurance policy as
provided for in this article was in force and effect at the tine of the
[aceident] crash resulting in the judgnment, and was avail able for the
satisfaction of the judgnent to the extent provided for in section three
hundred thirty-three of this article and that such judgnment was so
satisfied.

§ 21. Section 333 of the vehicle and traffic | aw, as anended by chap-
ter 305 of the laws of 1995, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 333. Paynents sufficient to satisfy requirenents of this article.
Every judgnment herein referred to shall for the purpose of this article
only be deenmed satisfied: (a) Wen twenty-five thousand doll ars has been
credited upon any judgnent or judgnments rendered in excess of that
anount because of bodily injury to or when fifty thousand dollars has
been credited upon any judgnent or judgnents rendered in excess of that
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anount because of death of one person as the result of any one [acei—
dent] crash; or

(b) Wien subject to such limt of twenty-five thousand doll ars because
of bodily injury to or fifty thousand dollars because of death of one
person, the sumof fifty thousand dollars has been credited upon any
j udgnent or judgnents rendered in excess of that anmount because of bodi-
ly injury to or when one hundred thousand doll ars has been credited upon
any judgnent or judgnents rendered in excess of that ampunt because of
death of two or nore persons as the result of any one [aeeident] crash;
or

(c) Wen ten thousand dollars has been credited upon any judgnent or
judgnents rendered in excess of that amount because of injury to or
destruction of property of others as a result of any one [aceident]
crash.

Paynments made in settlenent of any clainms because of bodily injury,
death or property damage arising froma notor vehicle [asecident] crash
shall be credited in reduction of the anobunts provided for in this
secti on.

§ 22. Section 335 of the vehicle and traffic |law, subdivision (a) as
anended by chapter 305 of the |laws of 1995, and paragraph 1 of subdivi-
sion (a) as further anended by section 104 of part A of chapter 62 of
the aws of 2011, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 335. Security and proof required follow ng [aeeident] crash. (a) Not
| ess than ten days nor nore than sixty days after receipt by [hiw the
comm ssioner of the report or notice of [an—-aeeident] a crash which has
resulted in bodily injury or death, or in danage to the property of any
one person in excess of one thousand dollars, the comm ssioner shal
forthwith suspend the Iicense of any person operating, and the registra-
tion certificates and reglstratlon pl ates of any person owning, a notor
vehicle in any manner involved in such [aecident] crash unless and until
such operator (or chauffeur) or owner or both shall have previously
furnished or i mediately furnishes security sufficient in the judgnent
of the conmssioner to satisfy any judgnent or judgnents for danmages
resulting fromsuch [aeeident] crash as may be recovered against such
owner or operator (or chauffeur) by or on behalf of any aggrieved person
or [h+s] such person's legal representative, and unless and until such
owner or operator (or chauffeur) or both shall inmediately furnish and
thereafter nmaintain proof of financial responsibility in the future.
Where erroneous information with respect to insurance coverage of the
owner or operator (or chauffeur) of any such vehicle is furnished to the
comm ssioner, [he] the conmssioner shall take appropriate action as
above provided within sixty days after the receipt by [hiw] the conms-
sioner of correct information wth respect to such coverage. This
section shall not apply: (1) to such owner or operator (or chauffeur) if
such owner had in effect at the time of such [aecident] crash with
respect to such notor vehicle a standard provisions autonobile liability
policy in formapproved by the superintendent of financial services and
i ssued by an insurance conpany authorized to do business in this state
or, if such notor vehicle was not registered in this state or was a
nmot or vehi cl e which was regi stered el sewhere than in this state at the
effective date of the policy, or the nbost recent renewal thereof, an
autonmobile liability policy acceptable to the superintendent of finan-
ci al services as substantially the -equivalent of such standard
provi sions autonmobile liability policy; (2) to such operator (or chauf-
feur), if not the owner of such notor vehicle, if there was in effect at
the time of such [aseident] crash such a policy with respect to [his]
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such person's operation of notor vehicles not owned by [hiw such person
or, if such notor vehicle was a private passenger notor vehicle, wth
respect to [his] such person's operation of private passenger notor
vehi cl es not owned by [kiw such person or (3) to such owner or operator
(or chauffeur) if the liability of such owner or operator (or chauffeur)
for damages resulting fromsuch [aseident] crash is, in the judgnment of
t he conmi ssioner, covered by any other formof liability insurance poli-
cy issued by an insurance conpany authorized to do business in this
state or by a bond, provided every such policy or bond nentioned herein
is subject, if the [aecident] crash has resulted in bodily injury, to a
limt, exclusive of interest and costs, of twenty-five thousand dollars
or death to a limt, exclusive of interest and costs, of fifty thousand
dollars, because of bodily injury to or death of one person in any one
[ aceident] crash and, subject to said Iimt for one person, to a linmt
of fifty thousand dollars because of bodily injury to or one hundred
t housand dol | ars because of death of two or nore persons in any one
[ aecident] crash, and, if the [aseident] crash has resulted in injury to
or destruction of property, to alimt of ten thousand dollars because
of injury to or destruction of property of others in any one [aceident]
crash or (4) to such owner or operator if the conmm ssioner shall deter-
mne that the failure to have liability coverage as descri bed above was
caused solely by the negligence or nal feasance of a person other than
the person whose license or registration has been suspended or is
subj ect to suspension, and that the person seeking to avoid such suspen-
sion was not aware of the lack of such liability coverage. However, with
respect to the provisions of (4) above, the burden of proof shall be
upon the person seeking to avoid such suspension action. Provided
further, that such facts shall be established by clear and convincing
evi dence, either by the subnission of affidavits or at a hearing called
in the discretion of the commi ssioner.

Upon recei pt of notice of such [aeeident] crash, the insurance carrier
or surety conpany which issued such policy or bond shall furnish for
filing with the conm ssioner a witten notice that such policy or bond
was in effect at the tinme of such [aseident] crash or shall notify the
comm ssioner in such manner as [he] the conmissioner may require in case
such policy or bond was not in effect at the tine of such [aceident]
crash.

In case any such operator (or chauffeur) or owner has no license to
operate issued under this chapter or no notor vehicle registered in
[his] their name in this state, [he] they shall not be allowed a |license
or registration wuntil [he—has] they have conplied with this article to
the same extent as would be necessary if [he] they had held an opera-
tor's or chauffeur's Ilicense and a notor vehicle registration issued
under this chapter at the tinme of the [aecident] crash.

(b) Such security, where ordered, shall be in such form and in such
anount as the commr ssioner may require, but in no case in excess of the
anmount of proof required by section three hundred forty-one of this
article. The conmissioner nmay reduce the anmount of security ordered in
any case within six nonths after the date of the [aseident]| crash, if,
in [ks] the conmissioner's judgnent, the anmount ordered is too |arge.
In case the security originally ordered has been deposited, the excess
deposited over the reduced anount ordered shall be returned to the depo-
sitor or [his] the depositor's personal representative forthwith
not wi t hst andi ng the provisions of subdivision (c) of this section.

(c) Security furnished in conpliance with the requirenents of this
section shall be placed by the commissioner in the custody of the
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comm ssioner of taxation and finance and shall be applicable only to the
paynent of a judgnment against the depositor for damages arising out of
the [aeeident] <crash in question in an action at |aw begun not |ater
than one year after the date of such [aecident] crash or, upon assign-
ment of the depositor, nade not |ater than one year after the date of
such [aeceident] crash, to the settlement of a claimarising out of such
[ aecident] crash, or upon assignment of the depositor, nade after the
expiration of one year after the date of such [aseident] crash, to the
settlenent of an action at |aw begun not later than one year after the
date of such [aeeident] crash. Al of such paynents nade out of the
deposited security shall be nmade as foll ows: Payment shall first be
made to each of the judgnent creditors and to each of the claimants who
have agreed to settle their clains, whose danages were evaluated by the
comm ssioner, in an anobunt not greater than the anount fixed in their
respective evaluations. Wenever the conmissioner shall be given
evidence, satisfactory to [kin] the commissioner, that the amounts of
all clains for danages agai nst the depositor arising out of such [acei—
dent] crash are fixed, either by judgnent or settlenent agreenent,
paynent shall be nmade out of any balance remaining after the first
distribution to each of those persons whose judgments or settl enent
anounts have not been fully paid but whose damages were eval uated by the
comm ssioner, in proportion to the anbunts of their respective evalu-
ations unless there is sufficient to nake paynent in full; and any
bal ance remaining after the first and second distributions are conpleted
shall be paid to those judgnent creditors and those clainmants who have
agreed to settle their clains but whose damages were not evaluated, in
proportion to the amounts of their respective judgnents or settlenent
anounts unless there is sufficient to nake paynent in full. Such depos-
it, or any bal ance thereof, shall be returned to the depositor or [his]
the depositor's personal representative whenever after the expiration of
such year, the conmi ssioner shall be given evidence, satisfactory to
[ k] the conmissioner, that there is no such action pending and no such
judgnent unsatisfied or whenever, before the expiration of such vyear
the comm ssioner shall be given evidence, satisfactory to [hin] the
comm ssioner, that there is no such judgnent unsatisfied and that there
is no existing cause of action against the depositor for damages ari sing
out of such [aeeident] crash

(c-1) After security, furnished in conpliance with the requirenents of
this section, has remained on deposit for five years, the conmm ssioner
shall nake a determ nation as to whether the deposit, or any balance
thereof, 1is returnable to the depositor or the person entitled thereto.
In the event that such deposit, or any bal ance thereof, is determned to
be returnable, but remains unclaimed by the depositor or the person
entitled thereto for a period of one year follow ng the date of such
determ nation, such unclai med deposit, or any bal ance thereof, shall be
deened abandoned property subject to the provisions of the abandoned
property | aw.

(d) The provisions of subdivision (a) of this section shall not apply
to the owner of a notor vehicle operated by one having obtained
possessi on or control thereof w thout the expressed or inplied consent
of such owner, to a police officer or nmenber of the state police who is
conpel l ed to assune the custody and operation of a nmotor vehicle of
anot her because such notor vehicle was (1) stolen fromor |lost by the
owner, (2) abandoned, either by the owner or any other person wth or
wi thout the owner's consent, (3) is being operated by a person disabl ed
so as not to be able to operate it properly, or (4) is being operated by
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an intoxicated person; or to either the owner or operator of a notor
vehicle involved in an [aceident] crash wherein no damage or injury was
caused to other than the person or property of such owner or operator.
(e) In lieu of deposit of security when required pursuant to the
provi sions of this section the comm ssioner nmay accept a witten agree-
ment, executed and acknow edged by the person required to deposit secu-
rity and any person who has sustained bodily injury, including death, or
danage to [his] property, or [his] such person's legal representative
providing for the paynment of an agreed anount in installments, with
respect to the clains of such person for injuries or damages resulting

from the [aecident] crash. In the event of default in paynent of any
i nstal |l ment under such agreenment, then upon notice of such default the
comm ssioner shall forthwith suspend the Ilicense and registration

certificates and registration plates of the person in default until
rel ease has been filed with the comm ssioner indicating that the entire
agreed anount has been paid. But in no case shall such agreenent be used
inlieu of proof of nmintenance of financial responsibility in the
future required pursuant to the provisions of this section.

8§ 23. Section 337 of the vehicle and traffic |aw, as anmended by chap-
ter 176 of the laws of 1990, is anended to read as follows:

8§ 337. Suspension, duration. (a) The suspension required in sections
three hundred thirty-two, three hundred thirty-four and subdivision (e)

of section three hundred thirty-five [&e)}] of this article shall renmain
in effect, the motor vehicle in any manner involved in such [asccident]
crash shall not be registered in the name of the person whose |I|icense

and/or registration certificate was so suspended, or in any other nane
where the conmi ssioner has reasonable grounds to believe that such
registration wll have the effect of defeating the purposes of this
article, and no other notor vehicle shall be registered in the nane of
such person nor any new |licenses issued to such person unless and until
such judgnent is satisfied or stayed or is discharged in bankruptcy and
the judgment debtor gives proof of financial responsibility in the
future as required pursuant to section three hundred thirty-five of this
article except under the conditions as stated in sections three hundred
thirty-three and three hundred thirty-four of this article.

(b) The suspension required in section three hundred thirty-five of
this article shall remain in effect, the nmotor vehicle in any nanner
i nvol ved in such [aeeident] crash shall not be registered in the nane of

t he person whose license and/or registration certificate was so
suspended, or in any other nane where the comm ssioner has reasonable
grounds to believe that such registration wll have the effect of

defeating the purposes of this article, and no other notor vehicle shal

be registered in the nane of such person nor any new |icenses issued to
such person, unless and until such person conplies with the requirenent
with respect to furnishing security, or unless and until such person has
obtained a release, or a favorable judgnment in an action at law to
recover damages resulting from such [aeeldent] crash or unless such
person shall have satisfied in the manner herein provided any judgnent
rendered against such person in such an action, or unless such judgnent
rendered agai nst such person is discharged in bankruptcy, and at al

events until such person gives and thereafter naintains proof of [his]
financial responsibility.
Provi ded, however, that any person whose |license or registration

becane subject to suspension or has been suspended pursuant to subdivi-
sion (a) of section three hundred thirty-five of this article, whether
or not such person has furnished security and proof of financial respon-
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sibility, shall be relieved from furnishing or maintaining proof of
financial responsibility if (1) one year has el apsed since the date of
the [aeeident] crash, (2) nine nmonths have el apsed since the date of
conpliance with any suspension order nmade agai nst such person because of
such [aeeident] crash, (3) such person has neither paid nor agreed in
witing to pay anything for danmages resulting from such [asecident]
crash, (4) no suit for damages because thereof has been brought agai nst
such person and (5) such person is not required to furnish or nmaintain
proof of financial responsibility for some reason other than for having
been involved in such [aeeident] crash. If a suit or suits for danages
resulting from such [aeceident] crash shall have been brought and such
suit or suits shall have resulted in a judgnment or judgnents, the
successful person in such suit or suits shall be relieved fromfurnish-
ing or maintaining proof of financial responsibility forthwith provided
such person is not required to furnish or nmaintain such proof for
reasons other than for having been involved in such [aecident] crash
and, in case such person has furnished security because of having been
i nvol ved in such [aeecident] crash, it shall be returned to such person
or the personal representative of such person forthw th notw thstanding
the provisions of subdivision (c) of section three hundred thirty-five
of this article. The fact of having been involved in such [ aceident]
crash shall not bar the issuance of |icense and registration to a person
who has been relieved from furni shing or maintaining proof of financial
responsi bility pursuant to the provisions of this paragraph.

(c) A discharge in bankruptcy followi ng the rendering of any such
judgnent shall not relieve the judgnment debtor fromany of the require-
ments of this article unless otherw se provided in subdivisions (a) and
(b) of this section.

8§ 24. Subdivision (d) of section 338 of the vehicle and traffic |aw,
the opening paragraph as anmended by chapter 838 of the laws of 1970, is
amended to read as foll ows:

(d) The conmi ssioner shall take action as required anywhere in this
article, upon receiving proper evidence that any resident of this state,
has in any other state had [his] the resident's driving privileges
suspended and/or the operation of any notor vehicle owned by [hin the
resi dent prohibited pursuant to a | aw of such other state providing for
such suspensi on or prohibition because of a conviction or because of an
unsatisfied judgrment which would require the conm ssioner to suspend a
non-resident's driving privileges had such a conviction or judgnment been
rendered in this state against a non-resident, provided, however, that
no suspension or prohibition shall be effective until twenty days have
el apsed fromthe date upon which notice of suspension shall have been
mailed to the operator or owner during which period such operator or
owner shall be permitted to submt evidence of satisfaction of the judg-
ment or other evidence relating thereto.

Upon receipt of a certification that the operating privilege of a
resident of this state has been suspended, revoked or cancelled in any
such other state pursuant to a law providing for its suspension, revoca-
tion or cancellation for failure to deposit security for the paynent of
a judgnment as nmay arise out of a notor vehicle [aseident] crash under
ci rcunmstances which woul d require the commissioner to suspend a non-
resident's operating privilege had the [aceident] crash occurred in this
state, the conmi ssioner shall suspend the |license of such resident if
[Re] the resident was the operator, and all of [his] the resident's
registrations if [he] the resident was the owner of a notor vehicle
i nvol ved in such [aeeident] crash. Such suspension shall continue until
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such resident furnishes evidence of [khis] conpliance with the Ilaw of
such other state relating to the deposit of such security.

8§ 25. Section 341 of the vehicle and traffic |aw, as anmended by chap-
ter 305 of the laws of 1995, is anended to read as follows:

8 341. Amount of proof required. Proof of financial responsibility
shall nmean proof of ability to respond in danmages for liability there-
after incurred, arising out of the ownership, nmaintenance or use of a
motor vehicle, in the amount of twenty-five thousand dollars because of
bodily injury to or fifty thousand dollars because of death of any one
person, and subject to said limt respecting one person, in the anount
of fifty thousand dollars because of bodily injury to or one hundred
thousand dollars because of death of two or nore persons in any one
[ aceident] crash, and in the anbunt of ten thousand dollars because of
injury to or destruction of property in any one [aeeident] crash. Such
proof in such amounts shall be furnished for each notor vehicle regis-
tered by such person.

8§ 26. Subdivision (c) of section 343 of the vehicle and traffic |aw,
as amended by chapter 300 of the laws of 1960, and as further anmended by
section 104 of part A of chapter 62 of the |aws of 2011, is anended to
read as foll ows:

(c) Wien a person has been required to furnish proof of a financial
responsibility and there has been in effect a notor vehicle Iliability
policy for [khis] such person's benefit for a period of three years,
during which period such person or any vehicle registered in [his] such
person's nanme has not been involved in any [aseident] crash upon which a
report is required pursuant to section six hundred five [hereof] of this
chapter, such person may file in lieu thereof, the witten certificate
of any insurance carrier duly authorized to do business in this state,
certifying that there is in effect a standard provisions autonobile
liability policy in form approved by the [superntendant] superintendent
of financial services with a limt of liability no less than provided in
subdi vision (a) of section three hundred thirty-five of this [Faw] arti-
cle.

8§ 27. Paragraphs 1 and 3 of subdivision (a) of section 344 of the
vehicle and traffic |l aw are anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) Said insurance carrier shall execute a power of attorney authoriz-
ing the conmissioner to accept service on its behalf of notice or proc-
ess in any action arising out of a notor vehicle [aeeident] crash in
this state.

(3) Said insurance carrier shall also agree to accept as final and
bi ndi ng any judgnment of any court of conpetent jurisdiction in this
state duly rendered in any action arising out of a notor vehicle [acei—
dent] crash.

8 28. Paragraph 3 of subdivision (b) of section 345 of the vehicle and

traffic | aw, as anended by chapter 305 of the laws of 1995, is anended
to read as follows:
(3) Shall insure the insured or such other person against |oss from

the liability inposed by |aw for damages, includi ng danages for care and
| oss of services because of bodily injury to or death of any person and
injury to or destruction of property arising out of the ownership, nmain-
tenance, use, or operation of such nmotor vehicle or notor vehicles wth-
in the state of New York, or elsewhere in the United States in North
America or the Doninion of Canada, subject to a limt, exclusive of
interest and cost, with respect to each such notor vehicle, except a tow
truck, of twenty-five thousand dollars because of bodily injury to or
fifty thousand dollars because of death of one person in any one |[ascei—
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dent] crash and, subject to said limt for one person, to alimt of
fifty thousand dollars because of bodily injury to or one hundred thou-
sand dollars because of death of two or nore persons in any one [acei—
dent] crash, and to a lint of ten thousand dollars because of injury to
or destruction of property of others in any one [aceident] crash. The
limt, exclusive of interest and costs, with respect to a tow truck
shall be a conbined single limt of three hundred thousand dollars
because of bodily injury [ef] or death to one or nore persons or because
of injury or destruction of property of others in any one [accident]
crash, and to alimt of twenty-five thousand dollars because of damage
to a vehicle in the care, custody and control of the insured.

8 29. Paragraph 1 of subdivision (i) of section 345 of the vehicle and
traffic law is anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) The liability of any conpany under a notor vehicle liability poli-
cy shall becone absol ute whenever | oss or damage covered by said policy
occurs, and the satisfaction by the insured of a final judgnent for such
|l oss or danmge shall not be a condition precedent to the right or duty
of the carrier to make payment on account of such 1loss or damage. No
such policy shall be cancelled or annulled as respects any | oss or
damage by any agreenent between the carrier and the insured after the
said insured has becone responsible for such |oss or damage, and any
such cancell ation or [arautsenrt] annul nent shall be void. If the death
of the insured shall occur after the insured has becone |iable during
the policy period for |oss or damage covered by the policy, the policy
shall not be deenmed termnated by such death with respect to such
liability and the conpany shall be Iiable thereunder in the same manner
and to the sane extent as though death had not occurred. Upon the recov-
ery of a final judgnent against any person for any such | oss or damage
if the judgnent debtor or the decedent whom [he] such person represents
was at the accrual of the cause of action insured against liability
therefor under a notor vehicle liability policy, the judgment «creditor
shall be entitled to have the insurance noney applied to the satisfac-
tion of the judgnent. But the policy may provide that the insured, or
any other person covered by the policy, shall reinburse the conpany for
paynents nmade on account of any [aceident] crash, claimor suit involv-
ing a breach of the terns, provisions or conditions of the policy; and
further, if the policy shall provide for linmts in excess of the Ilimts
designated in this section, the insurance carrier nmay plead agai nst such
judgnent creditor, wth respect to the amobunt of such excess linmts of
liability, any defenses which it may be entitled to plead against the
insured. Any such policy may further provide for the prorating of the
i nsurance thereunder with other applicable valid and collectible insur-

ance. |If the death, insolvency or bankruptcy of the insured shall occur
within the policy period, the policy during the wunexpired portion of
such period shall cover the legal representatives of the insured. No

statement made by the insured or on [kis] the insured's behalf, and no
violation of the terns of the policy, shall operate to defeat or avoid
the policy so as to bar recovery within the limts provided in subdivi-
sion (b) of this section.

§ 30. Subdivision 2 of section 353 of the vehicle and traffic lawis
anended to read as foll ows:

(2) In the event the person who has given proof of financial responsi-
bility surrenders [his] their operator's or chauffeur's license, regis-
tration certificates and registration plates to the conm ssioner, but
t he conmi ssioner shall not rel ease such proof in the event any action
for damages wupon a liability referred to in this article is then pend-
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ing, or any judgnent upon any such liability then outstandi ng and unsat -
isfied, or in the event the comm ssioner has received notice that such
person has within the period of three nonths i mediately precedi ng been
involved as a driver in any notor vehicle [aceident] crash. An affida-
vit of the applicant of the non-existence of such facts shall be suffi-
cient evidence thereof in the absence of evidence to the contrary in the
records of the bureau.

§ 31. Section 354 of the vehicle and traffic | aw, as anended by chap-
ter 61 of the laws of 1989, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 354. Conmissioner to furnish operating record. The conm ssioner

shall upon request furnish any insurance carrier or any person an
abstract of the operating record of any person subject to the provisions
of this article, which abstract shall include enuneration of any

convictions of such person of a violation of any provision of any stat-
ute relating to the operation of a notor vehicle or any [aceidents]
crashes in which a motor vehicle driven by such person has been invol ved
during the current cal endar year and the three cal endar years preceding
that in which the request for the operating record is received and if
specifically requested shall also fully designate the motor vehicles, if
any, registered in the nane of such person and the nane of the insurer
i nsuring such nmotor vehicle, for the registration year in which the
request for the operating record is received. A request for an abstract
of an operating record shall be subject to the provisions of section two
hundred two of this chapter.

§ 32. Section 366 of the vehicle and traffic lawis anended to read as
fol | ows:

8§ 366. Past application of article. This article, except section three
hundred thirty-nine [thereof] of this article, shall not apply to any
judgnent in a civil action or cause of action arising out of [apr—-aecci—
dent] a crash occurring prior to the effective date of this article.

8§ 33. The section heading and subdivisions 1, 3 and 4 of section 370
of the vehicle and traffic law, the section headi ng and subdivision 4 as
anmended by chapter 609 of the |aws of 1962, subdivision 1 as anmended by
chapter 192 of the laws of 1989, the opening paragraph of subdivision 1
as anended by chapter 14 of the laws of 2024, the second undesi gnated
par agraph of subdivision 1 as anmended by section 1 of part ZZ of chapter
59 of the laws of 2021, the third, fourth and fifth wundesignated para-
graphs of subdivision 1 as anmended by chapter 613 of the | aws of 2002,
and subdivision 3 as anended by chapter 232 of the laws of 2001, are
amended to read as foll ows:

Indemrmi ty bonds or insurance policies; notice of [aeseident] crash.

1. Every person, firm association or corporation engaged in the busi-
ness of carrying or transporting passengers for hire in any notor vehi-
cle or notorcycle, except street cars, and notor vehicles or notorcycles
owned and operated by a nunicipality, and except as otherw se provided
in this section, which shall be operated over, upon or along any public
street or highway of the state of New York shall file with the comms-
sioner of nmotor vehicles for each notor vehicle or notorcycle intended
to be so operated evidence, in such form as the comm ssioner may
prescribe, of a corporate surety bond or a policy of insurance: (a)
approved as to formby the superintendent of financial services in a
company authorized to do business in the state, approved by the super-
i ntendent as to solvency and responsibility; or (b) where a vehicle is
registered by a not-for-profit organization that is tax-exenpt under
section 501(c)(3) of the federal internal revenue code, a risk retention
group not chartered in this state but which is registered with the
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superintendent of financial services under the federal liability risk
retention act of 1986, conprised entirely of organizations that are
t ax-exenpt under section 501(c)(3) of the federal internal revenue code
and where the risk retention group qualifies as a charitable risk pool
under section 501(n) of the federal internal revenue code, provided that
the vehicle being regi stered does not have a seating capacity of nore
than fifteen passengers, is not a linmousine or luxury Iinmousine, and
where such vehicles are not solely for personal use by a director, offi-
cer, authorized person, or Kkey person, their relatives or related
parties. Such surety bond or policy of insurance shall be conditioned
for the paynment of a mninmum sum hereinafter called mininum liability,
on a judgnment or judgnments for damages, including damages for care and
| oss of services, because of bodily injury to, or death of any one
person in any one [aecident] crash, and subject to such mininmumliabil-
ity a maxi mum sum hereinafter called maximumliability on a judgnent or
judgnents for damages, including damages for care and |l oss of services
because of bodily injury to, or death of two or nore persons in any one
[ aceident] crash and for the paynent of a minimum sum called m ninmum
liability on all judgnents for danmages because of injury to or
destruction of property of others in any one [aeceident] crash, recovered
agai nst such person, firm association or corporation upon clains aris-
ing out of the sane transaction or transactions connected with the same
subj ect of action, to be apportioned ratably among the judgnment credi-
tors according to the amount of their respective judgnents for damage or
injury caused in the operation, maintenance, use or the defective
construction of such notor vehicle or nmotorcycle as foll ows:

For damages for and incident to death or injuries to persons and inju-
ry to or destruction of property: For each notorcycle and for each notor
vehi cl e engaged in the business of carrying or transporting passengers
for hire, having a seating capacity of not nore than seven passengers, a
bond or insurance policy with a minimumliability of twenty-five thou-
sand dollars and a maximumliability of fifty thousand dollars for bodi-
ly injury, and a minimumliability of fifty thousand dollars and a nmaxi -
mum | iability of one hundred thousand dollars for death and a mininum
liability of ten thousand dollars for injury to or destruction of prop-
erty; for each notor vehicle engaged in the business of carrying or
transporting passengers for hire, having a seating capacity of not |ess
t han ei ght passengers, a bond or insurance policy with a conbined single
limt of at least one nmillion five hundred thousand dollars for bodily
infjury or death to one or nore persons, and because of injury to or
destruction of property in any one [aeecident] crash; provided, further
that for comuter vans that are engaged in the business of carrying or
transporting passengers for hire, having a seating capacity of not |ess
than ei ght passengers, a bond or insurance policy with a conbined single
limt of at least five hundred thousand dollars for bodily injury or
death to one or nore persons, and because of injury to or destruction of
property in any one [aceident] crash. For the purposes of this para-
graph, the term"commuter van" shall have the same neaning as such term
is defined in section 19-502 of the adm nistrative code of the city of
New Yor k.

Such bond or policy of insurance shall contain a provision for a
continuing liability thereunder, notw thstanding any recovery thereon.
Any such bond or policy of insurance shall also contain a provision that
such bond or policy of insurance shall inure to the benefit of any
person |l egally operating the notor vehicle or notorcycle in the business
of the owner and with [his] the owner's perm ssion, in the sane manner
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and under the same conditions and to the sane extent as to the owner. I|f
at any time, in the judgnent of the conm ssioner, such bond or policy is
not sufficient for any cause the conm ssioner may require the owner of
such notor vehicle or nmotorcycle to replace such bond or policy with
anot her approved by the comri ssioner. A corporate surety or an insurance
conmpany evi dence of whose bond or policy has been so filed, nust file a
notice in the office of the conm ssioner that upon the expiration of

twenty days fromsuch filing such surety will cease to be liable upon
such bond, or in the case of such insurance conpany, that upon the expi-
ration of such tinme such policy will be cancell ed; provided, however

that where the owner of such notor vehicle or notorcycle has replaced
coverage with another insurer, the expiration date shall be the date the
new coverage has commenced; further provided that where such owner has
had a total loss, the expiration date shall be the wearlier of twenty
days or when the plates have been turned in to the conm ssioner. The
conmm ssi oner shall thereupon notify the owner of such motor vehicle or
notorcycle of the filing of such notice, and unless such owner shal
file a new bond or evidence of new bond or policy, as provided by this
section, on or before such date as shall be specified by the conmm ssion-
er, or shall place the nunber plates belonging to the notor vehicle or
motorcycle in the custody of the conmmi ssioner or [khis] the conm ssion-
er's agent within such time, to remain in such custody until a new bond
or evidence of a new bond or policy is filed, the registration of such
not or vehicle or motorcycle shall be revoked as of the date specified in
said notice of the conm ssioner and no new regi stration shall be issued
for a period of thirty days. Forthwith after [his] the registration has
been so revoked such owner shall return the nunber plates issued for
such vehicle to the conmi ssioner. The provisions of subdivision seven of
section five hundred ten of this chapter shall apply to such revoca-
tions.

Not wi t hst andi ng any contrary provision of this chapter, any such bond,
or policy of insurance shall also provide for uninsured notorists cover-
age in the mniml anmbunt and in the formprovided for in subsection (f)
of section three thousand four hundred twenty of the insurance |aw

Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to prevent conpliance
therewith by filing a conbination of bonds or policies or of a bond and
policy or evidence thereof if the comr ssioner approves and the require-
ments of this subdivision are otherw se net.

(c) As a condition to filing evidence of a corporate surety bond, the
regi strant shall pay annually in addition to any other fee prescribed by
this chapter, a fee of one dollar and fifty cents for each notor vehicle
registered in [his] the registrant's nane and the aggregate amount of
such fees shall be applied in the reduction of the assessnment |evied
pursuant to section three hundred seventeen of this chapter.

(d) As used in this section, a judgnent or judgnment for danages shal
include a final arbitration award and any unpaid fees due to the arbi-
tration forum established pursuant to section five thousand one hundred
six of the insurance |aw.

3. A person, firm association or corporation engaged in the business
of renting or leasing rental vehicles to be operated upon the public
hi ghways for carrying passengers shall be subject to the provisions of
this section in the same manner and to the sane extent as if such
person, firm association or corporation were actually engaged in the
busi ness of carrying or transporting passengers for hire.

Not wi t hst andi ng t he provisions of subdivision one of this section, a
person, firm association or corporation engaged in the business of
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renting or |easing notor vehicles, having registered in this state nore
than twenty-five notor vehicles subject to the provisions of this
section and who qualifies as hereinafter provided, may file a certif-
i cate of self-insurance. The comm ssioner of notor vehicles in [kis] the
comm ssioner's discretion nmay, upon the application of such a person

firm association or corporation issue a certificate of self-insurance
when [he] the conmmissioner is reasonably satisfied that such person is
possessed and will continue to be possessed of financial ability to
respond to judgnents obtained against such person, arising out of the
owner shi p, mai ntenance, use or operation of any such person's notor
vehi cl e. Upon due notice and hearing, the comri ssioner may, in [his] the
comm ssioner's discretion and upon reasonabl e grounds, cancel a certif-
i cate of self-insurance

As a condition to the issuance of a certificate of self-insurance
under this subdivision the registrant shall pay annually in addition to
any other fee prescribed by this chapter, a fee of one dollar and fifty
cents for each notor vehicle registered in [his] the registrant's nane
and the aggregate ampunt of such fees shall be applied in reduction of
the assessnment levied pursuant to section three hundred seventeen of
this title.

As a further condition to the issuance of a certificate of self-insu-
rance, the registrant shall pay annually in addition to any other fee
prescribed by this chapter, an anobunt per vehicle to be determ ned by
the Mdtor Vehicle [Aseident] Crash I ndemification Corporation pursuant
to section five thousand two hundred seven of the insurance |aw and the
aggregate amount of such fees shall be transmtted by the conm ssioner
to the Mtor Vehicle [Aecident] Crash Indemification Corporation
continued pursuant to section five thousand two hundred three of the
insurance law to be applied in reduction of assessments levied by said
corporation pursuant to section five thousand two hundred seven of the
i nsurance | aw.

4. Every person operating a notor vehicle or nbtorcycle as to which a
bond or policy of insurance is required by this section, which is in any
manner involved in [an—aceldent] a crash, shall within five days give
witten notice of the tine and place of the [aecident] <crash to the
surety or insurer. Failure to give notice of [an—aececident] a crash as
herein provided shall constitute a m sdeneanor, but shall not affect the
liability of the surety or insurer.

8§ 34. Subdivision 2 of section 385 of the vehicle and traffic law, as
anended by chapter 973 of the laws of 1966, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

2. The height of a vehicle fromunder side of tire to top of vehicle,
inclusive of load, shall be not nore than thirteen and one-half feet.
Any damage to hi ghways, bridges or highway structures resulting fromthe
use of a vehicle exceeding thirteen feet in height where such excess
height 1is the proximte cause of the [aceident] crash shall be conpen-
sated for by the owner and operator of such vehicle.

8§ 35. The openi ng paragraph of subdivision 2 of section 398-b of the
vehicle and traffic |law, as amended by chapter 212 of the | aws of 1980,
is amended to read as follows:

As used in this article the term"notor vehicle repair shop” neans any
person who, for conpensation, is wholly or partially engaged in the
business of repairing or diagnosing notor vehicle nmalfunctions or
repai ring notor vehicle bodies, fenders or other conponents danmaged by
[ aecident] crash or otherw se, except that such term does not include:
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8 36. The article heading of article 12-B of the vehicle and traffic
| aw, as added by chapter 290 of the laws of 1998, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

APPROVAL OF MOTOR VEHI CLE [ ACCH-DEMNF] CRASH
PREVENTI ON COURSES

§ 37. Section 399-a of the vehicle and traffic |aw, as added by chap-
ter 290 of the laws of 1998, is anmended to read as foll ows:

§ 399-a. Statenent of purpose. The purposes of this article are to
further highway safety by preserving the quality and efficacy of the
[ aceident] crash prevention course prograns. These purposes wll be
accomplished by establishing strict criteria for initial and conti nual
course sponsorship approval .

§ 38. Section 399-b of the vehicle and traffic |law, as added by chap-
ter 290 of the laws of 1998, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 399-b. Definitions. For the purposes of this article, the follow ng
terms shall have the follow ng definitions:

1. "Sponsoring agency" shall nmean an organi zati on which owms a notor
vehi cl e [ aeeident] crash prevention course approved by the conm ssioner

2. "Delivery agency" shall nean an organi zation which conducts a spon-
soring agency's approved notor vehicle [aeecident] crash prevention
cour se.

3. "Instructor" shall nean an individual enployed by a delivery agency
to teach an approved [aeci-dent] crash prevention course.
4. "[Aecident] Crash prevention course" or "course" shall nean the

[aecident] crash prevention course curriculum or specialized course
curricul um whi ch has been approved by the conm ssioner.

5. "Conpletion certificate" shall nean a docunment which cannot be
altered and which is provided to the student who successfully conpl etes
t he [aecident] crash prevention course.

6. "Specialized course" shall nmean a course ained prinmarily at enhanc-
ing safety within a specific occupation or for a specific category of
vehi cl es.

8 39. Section 399-c of the vehicle and traffic | aw, as added by chap-
ter 290 of the laws of 1998, is anended to read as follows:

8 399-c. Approval by the conmi ssioner. The conmi ssioner nust approve
[ ar—aceident] a crash prevention course before any person attending and
successfully conpl eting such course may qualify to receive nmandatory
i nsurance reduction benefits in accordance wth subsection (a) of
section two thousand three hundred thirty-six of the insurance |law. The
comm ssioner shall base the decision to approve a course upon the
requi rements set forth in this article and any additional requirenents
as the comm ssi oner deens necessary.

8 40. Subdivision 1 of section 399-d of the vehicle and traffic |aw,
as added by chapter 290 of the laws of 1998, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. An agency or organization seeking approval as a notor vehicle
[ aecident] crash prevention course sponsoring agency shall apply to the
conmm ssioner for approval. Such applications shall be made in witing
and on forns prescribed by the conmssioner. The application shal
include at a mninum the title or nane of the course, the nane of the
organi zati on submtting the application, proof of course ownership, and
the nanmes and addresses of all owners, officers, and directors of the
agency or organi zation, and such other information or nmaterial as the
comm ssioner nmay prescribe. An application shall not be considered to be
conplete until all information and material required by this chapter and
by regul ati on of the conmi ssioner has been subnitted.
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8 41. Section 399-f of the vehicle and traffic | aw, as added by chap-
ter 290 of the laws of 1998, is anended to read as follows:

8§ 399-f. Proof of effectiveness. Proof of effectiveness shall be veri-
fiable research docunentation subnitted by the applicant for sponsorship
showi ng evidence of effectiveness conparable to that of the national
safety council's defensive driving course as determned by the conms-
sioner in terns of reduced convictions or [aeeidents] crashes or both.
This research docunentation shall enploy accepted research principles
and include treatnment and non-treatnent control groups conprised of
sanmpl es of the representative driver base. In order to establish verifi-
abl e effectiveness, each sanple group should be conprised of a mininmm
of three thousand drivers selected randomy. The docunentation shal
i nclude conviction or [aeeident] crash data for each notorist for a
period of at |least eighteen nonths prior to the course conpletion date
and at | east eighteen nonths subsequent to such date, and equivalent
time periods for non-treatnent control groups. The docunentation shal
al so include a description of the sanpling and anal ytic procedures used,
and the notorist identification nunber and course conpletion date for
all course attendees. The applicant for sponsorship shall provide, at
the request of the comm ssioner and at the applicant's expense, al
driving record data and analysis used in the devel opnent of the submit-
ted research docunentation. Submission of any fraudulent or inten-
tionally misleading data wll disqualify that organization and al
owners and principals fromparticipating or approval in the [acecident]
crash prevention course for a period of ten years from subm ssion date.
The comm ssioner may, by regulation, provide for a smaller sanple group
for specialized courses.

8 42. The article heading of article 12-C of the vehicle and traffic
| aw, as added by chapter 751 of the laws of 2005, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

[ ACCHBEMNT] CRASH PREVENTION COURSE | NTERNET, AND OTHER TECHNCOLOGY
Pl LOT PROGRAM

8 43. Section 399-k of the vehicle and traffic |law, as added by chap-
ter 751 of the laws of 2005, is anended to read as follows:

8§ 399-k. [Aecident] Crash prevention course internet technol ogy pil ot
program The comni ssioner shall establish and inplenent a conprehensive
pilot program to review and study internet, and other technol ogi es as
approved by the commi ssioner, as a training nethod for the admnis-
tration and conpletion of an approved [aceident] crash prevention course
for the purposes of granting point and insurance pren umreduction bene-
fits.

8 44. Section 399-1 of the vehicle and traffic |law, as amended by
section 1 of part ZZ of chapter 58 of the laws of 2020, is anended to
read as foll ows:

8§ 399-I. Application. Applicants for participation in the pilot
program establ i shed pursuant to this article shall be anbng those [acci—
dent] crash prevention course sponsoring agencies that have a course
approved by the comm ssioner pursuant to article twelve-B of this title
and whi ch deliver such course to the public. Provided, the comi ssioner
shall, in [his—e+—her] the comm ssioner's discretion, approve additiona
applications after the effective date of this article. In order to be
approved for participation in such pilot program the course nust conply
with the provisions of law, rules and regulations applicable thereto.
The comm ssioner nmay, in [hkis—er—her] the conmi ssioner's discretion
i npose a fee for the subnission of each application to participate in
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the pilot program established pursuant to this article. Such fee shal
not exceed seven thousand five hundred doll ars.

8 45. Section 399-mof the vehicle and traffic |law, as added by chap-
ter 751 of the laws of 2005, is anended to read as follows:

8§ 399-m Pilot programscope and duration. The comr ssioner shal
conduct a pilot program designed to evaluate utilizing internet, and
ot her technol ogies as approved by the conmissioner, for delivering
[ aecident] crash prevention courses for point and insurance prem um
reduction benefits to the public by permtting qualifying applicants to
participate in the pilot programfor a period of five years.

8 46. Section 399-n of the vehicle and traffic |law, as added by chap-
ter 751 of the laws of 2005, is anended to read as follows:

8 399-n. Regulations. 1. The conmmi ssioner is authorized and directed
to promulgate any rules and regulations necessary to inplenment the
provisions of this article and to insure that internet, and other tech-
nology as approved by the conmi ssioner, delivered [aseident] crash
prevention courses established pursuant to this article can validate:
student identity at registration and throughout the course; partic-
i pati on throughout the course; that the time requirenents are net; and
successful conpletion of the course. Provided, however, that any rules
and regul ati ons promul gated pursuant to this article shall not stipulate
any particular location for delivery of [aRr—aceident] a crash prevention
course or limt the tine of day during which such course may be taken

2. The conmissioner is authorized to inpose a fee upon each [aseci-dent]
crash prevention course sponsoring agency approved for participation in
the pilot program which shall not exceed eight dollars for each student
who conpletes [anr—aeecident] a crash prevention course by neans of the
pi l ot program established pursuant to this article.

8§ 47. Section 399-0 of the vehicle and traffic |law, as added by chap-
ter 751 of the laws of 2005, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 399-0. Report by conmi ssioner. Wthin five years of the establish-
nment and inplenmentation of this article, the conmmi ssioner shall report
to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate and the speaker
of the assenbly on the [aeecident] crash prevention course internet, and
ot her technol ogy as approved by the conmm ssioner, pilot programand its
results. Such report shall include reconmendations as to the future wuse
of internet and other technologies as an effective way, in addition to
cl assroom presentation, to deliver to the public approved [aceident]
crash prevention courses, and qualifications for participants in such
approved internet and other technol ogy-delivered prograns.

8 48. Paragraph (e) of subdivision 4 of section 503 of the vehicle and
traffic law, as added by section 2 of part E of chapter 59 of the |aws
of 2004, is amended to read as follows:

(e) Any completion of a notor vehicle [ascident] crash prevention
course approved pursuant to article twelve-B of this chapter shall not
serve to reduce the calculation of points on a person's driving record
for the purposes of this section.

8§ 49. Subdivision 2 of section 506 of the vehicle and traffic law, as
added by chapter 780 of the laws of 1972, is amended to read as foll ows:

2. The conmi ssioner may require every person holding a |license issued
pursuant to this article to submt to such an exam nation as shall be
determined by [k the conmissioner to be appropriate if such person
has been involved in three [aceidents] crashes while driving a notor
vehicle or notorcycle within a period of eighteen nonths, if such [asei—
dents] crashes were required to be reported by section six hundred five
of this chapter.
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§ 50. Subdivision 7 of section 509-a of the vehicle and traffic |aw,
as added by chapter 599 of the laws of 1993, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(7) [aeeident] crash shall include any [aecident] crash with another
vehicl e, object or person, which occurs in this state or elsewhere, in
whi ch any person is killed or injured, or in which damage to the proper-
ty of any one person, including the operator, in excess of one thousand
five hundred dollars is sustained, or in which damage in excess of two
thousand five hundred dollars is sustained to any bus as defined in
section one hundred four of this chapter; provided however that [acei—
dents] crashes occurring outside this state shall not be recorded on the
driver's license record

8 b51. Subdivisions 1 and 3 of section 509-bb of the vehicle and traf-
fic law, as added by chapter 599 of the laws of 1993, are anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Any person enployed as a bus driver who has on three occasions
been the operator of a notor vehicle involved in [ar—aecident] a crash
of a nature or type set forth in section five hundred nine-a of this
article, where such [aceidents] crashes occurred wthin an eighteen-
month period, shall be subject to reexamination, including a road test,
as provided in this section; provided, however, that if such person is
subject to a period of disqualification pursuant to section five hundred
nine-c or five hundred nine-cc of this article, such reexam nation shal
occur not nore than forty-five days prior to the conpletion of such
period of disqualification; and provided, further, that [aceidents]
crashes in which the driver was conpletely without fault shall not be
i ncluded in determ ning whether such reexam nation is required.

(3) For purposes of this section, one such [aeecident] crash shall not
be counted if the person successfully conpletes a notor vehicle [acci—
dent] crash prevention course approved by the conmi ssioner.

8§ 52. Subparagraph (iv) of paragraph (b) and paragraphs (d), (e) and
(f) of subdivision 1 and subparagraph (iii) of paragraph (b) and para-
graphs (d), (e) and (f) of subdivision 2 of section 509-c of the vehicle
and traffic |law, subparagraph (iv) of paragraph (b) of subdivision 1 and
subparagraph (iii) of paragraph (b) of subdivision 2 as anended by chap-
ter 360 of the | aws of 1986, paragraph (d) of subdivision 1 and para-
graph (d) of subdivision 2 as anended by chapter 599 of the | aws of 1993
and paragraphs (e) and (f) of subdivision 1 and paragraphs (e) and (f)
of subdivision 2 as added by chapter 599 of the laws of 1993, are
amended to read as foll ows:

(iv) has been convicted of |eaving the scene of [anr—aceident] a crash
which resulted in personal injury or death under subdivision tw of
section six hundred of this chapter or an offense comrtted outside of
this state which would constitute a violation of subdivision two of
section six hundred of this chapter. Such disqualification shall be for
a period of three years if such conviction occurred prior to Septenber
fifteenth, nineteen hundred eighty-five; or

(d) for a period of one year, if that person has accurul ated ni ne or
nmore points on [hkis—e+—her] their driving record for acts that occurred
during an eighteen nonth period on or after Septenber fifteenth, nine-
teen hundred eighty-five, provided, however, that the disqualification
shall termnate if the person has reduced the points to |less than nine
t hrough the successful conpletion of a notor vehicle [aecident] crash
preventi on course.

(e) for a period of one year, if that person was the operator of a
notor vehicle involved in two or nore [aeeldents] crashes of a nature
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and type set forth in section five hundred nine-a of this article, where
such [aeceidents] crashes occurred within an eighteen-nonth period
followi ng a reexani nati on conducted pursuant to section five hundred
nine-bb of this article, provided that [aecidents] crashes in which the
driver was conpletely without fault shall not be included in determning
whet her such disqualification is required,

(f) for a period of one year, if that person fails to pass a road test
adm ni stered pursuant to section five hundred nine-bb of this article;
provi ded, however, that such person shall be given the opportunity to
conmpl ete a notor vehicle [aseident] crash prevention course approved by
the comm ssioner and to then undergo a second road test admnistered
pursuant to section five hundred nine-bb of this article, and such
disqualification shall cease iif such person passes such second road
test.

(iii) has been convicted of |eaving the scene of [ar—aeeident] a crash
which resulted in personal injury or death wunder subdivision two of
section six hundred of this chapter or an offense conmtted outside of
this state which would constitute a violation of subdivision two of
section six hundred of this chapter; or

(d) for a period of one year, if that person accumnul ates nine or nore
poi nts on [his—e+—her] their driving record for acts occurring during an
ei ghteen nonth period, provided, however, that the disqualification
shall terminate if the person has reduced the points to | ess than nine
t hrough the successful conpletion of a nmbtor vehicle [aseident] crash
preventi on course.

(e) for a period of one year, if that person was the operator of a
mot or vehicle involved in two or nore [aecidents] crashes of a nature
and type set forth in section five hundred nine-a of this article, where
such [aeceidents] crashes occurred within an eighteen-nonth period
followi ng a reexani nati on conducted pursuant to section five hundred
nine-bb of this article, provided that [aceidents] crashes in which the
driver was conpletely without fault shall not be included in determning
whet her such disqualification is required,

(f) for a period of one year, if that person fails to pass a road test
adm ni stered pursuant to section five hundred nine-bb of this article;
provi ded, however, that such person shall be given the opportunity to
conpl ete a notor vehicle [aseident] crash prevention course approved by
the comm ssioner and to then undergo a second road test administered
pursuant to section five hundred nine-bb of this article, and such
disqualification shall cease if such person passes such second road
test.

8§ 53. Subparagraph (v) of paragraph (b) and paragraphs (d), (e) and
(f) of subdivision 1, subparagraph (iv) of paragraph (c) and paragraphs
(e), (f) and (g) of subdivision 2 of section 509-cc of the vehicle and
traffic | aw, subparagraph (v) of paragraph (b) of subdivision 1 as added
by chapter 675 of the laws of 1985, paragraph (d) of subdivision 1 and
par agraph (e) of subdivision 2 as amended by chapter 599 of the | aws of
1993, paragraphs (e) and (f) of subdivision 1 and paragraphs (f) and (g)
of subdivision 2 as added by chapter 599 of the laws of 1993, and
subpar agraph (iv) of paragraph (c) of subdivision 2 as anended by chap-
ter 360 of the laws of 1986, are anended to read as foll ows:

(v) has been convicted of |eaving the scene of [an—-aececident] a crash
which resulted in personal injury or death under section six hundred of
this chapter or an offense conmitted outside of this state which would
constitute a violation of section six hundred of this chapter.
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(d) for a period of one year, if that person has accunulated nine or
more points on [hkis—e+—her] their driving record for acts that occurred
during an eighteen nonth period on or after Septenber fifteenth, nine-
teen hundred eighty-five, provided, however, that the disqualification
shall termnate if the person has reduced the points to |less than nine
t hrough the successful conpletion of a notor vehicle [aeecident] crash
preventi on course.

(e) for a period of one year, if that person [e+] was the operator of
a nmotor vehicle involved in two or nore [aecidents] crashes of a nature
and type set forth in section five hundred nine-a of this article, where
such [aeceidents] crashes occurred within an eighteen-nonth period
followi ng a reexani nati on conducted pursuant to section five hundred
nine-bb of this article, provided that [aecidents] crashes in which the
driver was conpletely without fault shall not be included in determning
whet her such disqualification is required;

(f) for a period of one year, if that person fails to pass a road test
adm ni stered pursuant to section five hundred nine-bb of this article;
provi ded, however, that such person shall be given the opportunity to
conmpl ete a notor vehicle [aseident] crash prevention course approved by
the comm ssioner and to then undergo a second road test admnistered
pursuant to section five hundred nine-bb of this article, and such

disqualification shall cease if such person passes such second road
test.

(iv) has been convicted of |eaving the scene of [anr—aceident] a crash
which resulted in personal injury or death under subdivision two of

section six hundred of this chapter or an offense conmitted outside of
this state which would constitute a violation of subdivision two of
section six hundred of this chapter; or

(e) for a period of one year, if that person accunul ates nine or nore
poi nts on [his—e+—her] their driving record for acts occurring during an
eighteen nonth period, provided, however, that the disqualification
shall termnate if the person has reduced the points to less than nine
through the successful conpletion of a notor vehicle [aessident] crash
prevention course.

(f) for a period of one year, if that person was the operator of a
motor vehicle involved in two or nore [asceidents] crashes of a nature
and type set forth in section five hundred nine-a of this article, where
such [aeceidents] crashes occurred within an eighteen-nonth period
following a reexam nation conducted pursuant to section five hundred
nine-bb of this article, provided that [aseidents] crashes in which the
driver was conpletely without fault shall not be included in determning
whet her such disqualification is required,

(g) for a period of one year, if that person fails to pass a road test
admi ni stered pursuant to section five hundred nine-bb of this article;
provi ded, however, that such person shall be given the opportunity to
conplete a notor vehicle [aceident] crash prevention course approved by
the comm ssioner and to then undergo a second road test admnistered
pursuant to section five hundred nine-bb of this article, and such
disqualification shall cease if such person passes such second road
test.

§ 54. Subdivision 7 of section 509-d of the vehicle and traffic |aw,
as added by chapter 599 of the laws of 1993, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(7) Each notor carrier shall prepare a report setting forth: (a) the
nunber of mles travelled by buses operated by such notor carrier in the
precedi ng twel ve nonths; (b) the nunber of convictions and [aeccidents]
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crashes involving any driver enployed by such notor carrier during the
precedi ng twel ve nonths, as reported to such carrier pursuant to section
five hundred nine-f of this [ehapter] article; and (c) the nunber of
convictions and [aeeidents] crashes per ten thousand mles travelled.
Such report shall be filed with the departnment as an attachnment to the
affidavit of conpliance required by subdivision (c) of section five
hundred nine-j of this [ehapter] article, and a copy of such report
shal |l be nmade available by the carrier to any person upon request.

8§ b55. Section 509-e of the vehicle and traffic |law, as anmended by
chapter 853 of the laws of 1975, is amended to read as foll ows:

8§ 509-e. Annual review of driving record. Each notor carrier shall, at
| east once every twelve nonths, review the driving record of each bus
driver it enploys to determine whether that driver neets mininmm
requirements for safe driving and is qualified to drive a bus pursuant
to section five hundred nine-b of this article. In reviewing a driving
record, the notor carrier nust consider any evidence that the bus driver
has viol ated applicable provisions of the vehicle and traffic law. The
motor carrier nust also consider the driver's [aseident] crash record
and any evidence that the driver has violated | aws governing the opera-
tion of notor vehicles, such as speeding, reckless driving, and operat-
ing while under the influence of alcohol or drugs, that indicate that
the driver has exhibited a disregard for the safety of the public. Such
information shall be recorded in the enpl oyer's record.

8§ 56. Section 509-f of the vehicle and traffic law, as anended by
chapter 599 of the laws of 1993, is anmended to read as foll ows:

8 509-f. Record of violations. Each notor carrier shall, at |east once
every twelve nonths, require each bus driver it enploys to prepare and
furnish it with a list of all violations of notor vehicle traffic |[|aws
and ordinances (other than violations involving only parking) of which
the driver has been convicted or on account of which [he] the driver has
forfeited bond or collateral and all [aeecidents] crashes of a nature or
type set forth in section five hundred nine-a of this article in which
the driver was involved during the precedi ng twel ve nonths whet her such
violations or [aecidents] crashes occurred in this state or el sewhere.
Such information shall be recorded in the enployer's record.

8 57. Subdivisions 1-b and 4 of section 509-i of the vehicle and traf-
fic law, subdivision 1-b as added and subdivision 4 as anended by chap-
ter 599 of the |laws of 1993, are anended to read as fol |l ows:

1-b. A driver who is involved in [apr—-aceident] a crash of a nature or
type set forth in section five hundred nine-a of this article in any
jurisdiction shall notify [his—e+her] their enployer within five work-
ing days fromthe date of the [aceident] crash. A driver who fails to
notify [his—er—her] their enployer of such [aeecident] crash within the
five working day period shall be subject to a five working day suspen-
si on.

4. In addition to the requirenments of subdivision three of this
section, the commissioner shall notify the notor carrier of any
conviction for any traffic violation or [aecident] crash resulting from
operation of a notor vehicle against a bus driver enployed by the notor
carrier, shall require paynent of the fee necessary to defray the cost
of the notification, and shall require all notor carriers to establish
an escrow account with the departnment which shall be used to pay for the
costs incurred by the departnent when it informs the notor carrier of a
driver's conviction or [aeeident] crash; and may, if requested by a
political subdivision which contracts with a notor carrier for the
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transportation of school children, provide such notice to the political
subdi vi si on.

8 58. Subparagraph (iii) of paragraph a of subdivision 2 of section
510 of the vehicle and traffic |law, as anmended by chapter 47 of the |aws
of 1988, is amended to read as follows:

(iii) of any violation of subdivision tw of section six hundred or
section three hundred ninety-two of this chapter or of a local |aw or
ordi nance making it unlawful to | eave the scene of [ar—-aeeident] a crash
Wi t hout reporting;

8§ 59. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 4 of section 510-a of the vehicle
and traffic aw, as anended by section 1 of part C of chapter 58 of the
| aws of 2013, is anended to read as foll ows:

(a) A serious traffic violation shall mean operating a comrercia
motor vehicle in violation of any provision of this chapter or the | aws
or ordinances of any other state or locality outside of this state that
restricts or prohibits the wuse of a hand-held nobile tel ephone or a
portable el ectronic device while operating a comrercial notor vehicle or
in violation of any provision of this chapter or the |laws of any other
state, the District of Colunbia or any Canadian province which (i)
limts the speed of notor vehicles, provided the violation involved
fifteen or nore mles per hour over the established speed limt; (ii) is
defined as reckless driving by state or local law or regulation; (iii)
prohibits inproper or erratic |ane change; (iv) prohibits following too
closely; (v) relates to notor vehicle traffic (other than parking,
standi ng or stopping) and which arises in connection with a fatal [aeei—
dent] crash; (vi) operating a commercial nmotor vehicle wthout first

obtaining a commercial driver's |license as required by section five
hundred one of this title; (vii) operating a comrercial notor vehicle
without a comrercial driver's license in the driver's possession; or

(viii) operating a comrercial notor vehicle wthout the proper class of
conmercial driver's license and/or endorsenment for the specific vehicle
bei ng operated or for the passengers or type of cargo being transport ed.

8 60. Section 520 of the vehicle and traffic |law, as anended by chap-
ter 607 of the laws of 1979, is anended to read as follows:

8§ 520. Staterment of findings and declaration of purpose. The ever-in-
creasi ng nunber of [aecidents] crashes, personal injuries and deaths
resulting from alcohol or drug-related traffic offenses is a matter of
great concern to the legislature. The di m ni shed perception of intoxi-
cated and inpaired operators of notor vehicles presents a constant and
intolerable threat to the lives and well-being of the citizens of the
state. FEfforts ainmed at alleviating this threat have proven inadequate.
The public interest in the cause of highway safety will be well served
by the inplenmentation of a permanent program of rehabilitation for those
operators convicted of alcohol or drug-related traffic offenses and
certain operators who have been adj udi cated youthful offenders for alco-
hol or drug-related traffic of fenses. The comm ssi oner of notor vehicles
shoul d have the authority to offer to such operators an opportunity for
rehabilitation, thereby reducing the threat ained at thensel ves and the
peopl e of the state.

§ 61. Section 523-b of the vehicle and traffic |aw, as added by chap-
ter 596 of the laws of 1975, is anended to read as follows:

8 523-b. Experinental driver safety prograns. The conmm ssioner nay
study the feasibility of prograns to inprove driver behavior, attitude,
performance or skills in order to reduce notor vehicle [aceidents] cras-
hes and traffic violations, and to pronbte highway safety. [He] The
conm ssi oner shall have the authority to establish such prograns on a
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limted, experinental basis in order to assist in such feasibility study
provided any such program is funded by any source other than state
funds, or if any such programis to be funded with state funds, then
[Re] the comm ssioner nmay establish such programonly with the approval
of the director of the division of the budget.

8 62. The article heading of article 22 of the vehicle and traffic | aw
is anended to read as foll ows:

[ ACCHBEMNTS] CRASHES AND [ ACGHDENT]
CRASH REPORTS

8§ 62-a. The title heading of title 6 of the vehicle and traffic lawis

amended to read as foll ows:

[ ACCHDENTS] CRASHES AND

[ ACCHDENT] CRASH REPORTS
8§ 63. Paragraph b of subdivision 1 of section 600 of the vehicle and
traffic law, as anended by section 4 of part AAA of chapter 59 of the
|l aws of 2017, is anended to read as foll ows:

b. It shall be the duty of any nmenber of a |aw enforcenment agency who
is at the scene of the [ascident] crash to request the said operator or
operators of the notor vehicles, when physically capable of doing so, to
exchange the information required herei nabove and such nenber of a |[|aw
enforcenment agency shall assist such operator or operators in nmaking
such exchange of information in a reasonabl e and harnoni ous manner.

A violation of the provisions of paragraph a of this subdivision shal
constitute a traffic infraction punishable by a fine of wup to two
hundred fifty dollars or a sentence of inprisonment for up to fifteen
days or both such fine and inprisonnent.

8 64. Paragraph b of subdivision 2 of section 600 of the vehicle and
traffic law, as anmended by section 4 of part AAA of chapter 59 of the
| aws of 2017, is anended to read as fol |l ows:

b. It shall be the duty of any menber of a | aw enforcenment agency who
is at the scene of the [aeeident] crash to request the said operator or
operators of the notor vehicles, when physically capable of doing so, to
exchange the information required herei nabove and such nenber of a |[|aw
enforcenment agency shall assist such operator or operators in making
such exchange of information in a reasonabl e and harnoni ous manner.

8 65. Section 603 of the vehicle and traffic law, as amended by chap-
ter 550 of the laws of 1993 and subdivision 1 as anmended by chapter 432
of the laws of 1997, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 603. [Aecidents]| Crashes; police authorities and coroners to report.
1. Every police or judicial officer to whom [an—aeecident] a crash
resulting in injury to a person shall have been reported, pursuant to
the foregoing provisions of this chapter, shall imrediately investigate
the facts, or cause the sane to be investigated, and report the nmatter
to the commissioner forthwith; provided, however, that the report of the
[ aceident] crash is made to the police officer or judicial officer wth-
in five days after such [aeeident] crash. Every coroner, or other offi-
cial performing |like functions, shall |ikew se nake a report to the
conmmi ssioner with respect to all deaths found to have been the result of
motor vehicle or notorcycle [aeceidents] crashes. Such report shal
include information on the width and length of trucks, tractors, trail-
ers and senmitrailers, which are in excess of ninety-five inches in width
or thirty-four feet in length and which are involved in such [asccidents]
crashes, whether such [aceident] crash took place in a work area and
whether it was being operated with an overweight or overdi nension
permt. Such report shall distinctly indicate and include information
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as to whether the inflatable restraint systeminflated and depl oyed.
Not hi ng contained in this subdivision shall be deemed to preclude a
police officer fromreporting any other [aseident] crash which, in the
j udgnent of such police officer, would be required to be reported to the
comm ssioner by the operator of a vehicle pursuant to section six
hundred five of this article.
2. In addition to the requirenents of subdivision one of this section

every police officer or judicial officer to whom|[ar—aceident] a_crash

shall have been reported involving a commercial vehicle as defined in
ei ther subdivision four of section five hundred one-a or subdivision one
of section five hundred nine-p of this chapter shall imediately inves-

tigate the facts, or cause the same to be investigated and report the
matter to the conmissioner forthwith, provided that the report of the
[ aceident] crash is made to the police officer or judicial officer wth-
in five days after such [aeeident] crash, whenever such [aeceident] crash
has resulted in (i) a vehicle being towed fromthe [aceident] crash
scene as the result of incurring disabling damage, (ii) a fatality, or
(iii) any individual being transported to a nedical facility to receive
treatnent as the result of physical injury sustained in the [asecident]
crash.

8 65-a. Subdivision 1 of section 603 of the vehicle and traffic |aw,
as anmended by chapter 196 of the laws of 2024, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. Every police or judicial officer to whom|[ar—aeeident] a crash
resulting ininjury to a person shall have been reported, pursuant to
the foregoing provisions of this chapter or pursuant to the provisions
of sections twelve hundred forty or twelve hundred forty-one of this
chapter involving a bicycle with electric assist or pursuant to the
provi sions of [seetions] section twelve hundred ei ghty-seven or twelve
hundred eighty-eight of this chapter, shall inmediately investigate the
facts, or cause the same to be investigated, and report the matter to
the comrissioner forthwith; provided, however, that the report of the
[aecident] crash is made to the police officer or judicial officer wth-
in five days after such [aeecident] crash. Every coroner, or other offi-
cial performing Ilike functions, shall |ikewi se nake a report to the
comm ssioner with respect to all deaths found to have been the result of
nmot or vehicle, motorcycle, electric scooter, or bicycle with electric
assi st [aceidents] crashes. Such report shall include information
regarding the type or types of vehicles involved, including passenger
motor vehicles, comrercial notor vehicles, notorcycles, limted use
not orcycl es, off-hi ghway notorcycles, electric scooters, bicycles wth
electric assist and/or bicycles. Such report shall include informtion
on the width and length of trucks, tractors, trailers and semitrailers,
which are in excess of ninety-five inches in width or thirty-four feet
in length and which are involved in such [aeeidents] crashes, whether
such accident took place in a work area and whether it was bei ng oper-
ated with an overweight or overdinension permt. Such report shal
distinctly indicate and include information as to whether the inflatable
restraint systeminflated and depl oyed. Nothing contained in this subdi-
vision shall be deened to preclude a police officer fromreporting any
ot her [aeceident] crash which, in the judgnent of such police officer
would be required to be reported to the conm ssioner by the operator of
a vehicle pursuant to section six hundred five of this article.

8§ 66. Section 603-a of the vehicle and traffic |law, as added by chap-
ter 408 of the laws of 2001, subdivision 1 as anmended by chapter 489 of
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the aws of 2017 and paragraph (b) of subdivision 1 as anmended by chap-
ter 27 of the laws of 2018, is amended to read as foll ows:

8§ 603-a. [Aceidents] Crashes; police authorities to investigate. 1. In
addition to the requirenents of section six hundred three of this arti-
cl e, whenever a notor vehicle [aseident] crash results in serious phys-
ical injury or death to a person, and such [aeceident] crash either is
di scovered by a police officer, or reported to a police officer wthin
five days after such [aeecident] crash occurred, the police shall conduct
an investigation of such [aceident] crash.

(a) Such investigation shall be conducted for the purposes of nmaking a
determination of the following: the facts and circunstances of the
[ aceident] crash; the type or types of vehicles involved, including
passenger notor vehicles, commercial notor vehicles, notorcycles, limt-
ed wuse notorcycles, off-highway notorcycles, and/or bicycles; whether
pedestri ans were involved; the contributing factor or factors; whether
it can be determined if a violation or violations of this chapter
occurred, and if so, the specific provisions of this chapter which were
violated and by whom and, the cause of such [aeceident] crash, where
such cause can be determ ned.

(b) Wien present at the scene of such [aecident] crash, the investi-
gating officer shall also request that all operators of notor vehicles
i nvol ved in such [aeecident] crash subnmit to field testing as defined in
section eleven hundred ninety-four of this chapter provided there are
reasonabl e grounds to believe such notor vehicle operator conmitted a
serious traffic violation in the sane [aseident] crash. The results of
such field testing or refusal of such testing shall be included in the
police investigation report. For the purposes of this section, "serious
traffic violation" shall mean operating a motor vehicle in violation of
any of the followi ng provisions of this chapter: articles twenty-three,
twenty-four, twenty-five, twenty-six, twenty-eight, twenty-nine and
thirty and sections five hundred el even, six hundred and twel ve hundred
t wel ve.

(c) The police shall forward a copy of the investigation report to the
comm ssioner within five business days of the conpletion of such report.

2. For purposes of this section, the following terns shall have the
fol | owi ng neani ngs:

(a) "comercial notor vehicle" shall have the same nmeani ng as such
termis defined in either subdivision four of section five hundred one-a
or subdivision one of section five hundred nine-p of this chapter; and

(b) "serious physical injury" shall have the same nmeaning as such term
is defined in section 10.00 of the penal |aw

8§ 66-a. The openi ng paragraph and paragraph (a) of subdivision 1 of
section 603-a of the vehicle and traffic law, as anmended by chapter 196
of the laws of 2024, are anmended to read as foll ows:

In addition to the requirenents of section six hundred three of this
article, whenever a notor vehicle, bicycle with 