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Introduced by M of A CUNNINGHAM -- read once and referred to the
Conmi ttee on Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to nonents of silence in
school s

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 3029-a of the education |law, as added by chapter
1204 of the laws of 1971, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 3029-a. Silent neditation in public schools. 1. In each public
school classroon1 t he teacher in charge [nay——e;——+L——se——auLhe;+4ed——eL

; A ] shall, at
the openlng of school upon every school day, [eendae%——a——b#+4#4 pern1t
students to observe a one minute period of silent meditation with the
participation of all the [pupits] students therein assenbl ed. Such peri-
od of silent nmeditation shall be utilized at the discretion of each
i ndi vi dual student.

2. The silent neditation authorized by [subsectien] subdivision one of
this [aet] section is not intended to be, and shall not be conducted as,
a religious service or exercise, but may be considered as an opportunity
for silent neditation on a religious theme by those who are so di sposed,
or a noment of silent reflection on the anticipated activities of the
day. As used in subdivision one of this section, the term "partic-
i pation" shall be construed to pernit seated participation and not to
require any [pup] student to stand.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted
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