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STATE OF NEW YORK

7285

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 25, 2025

Introduced by M of A BURD CK, EACHUS, SHI MSKY, BEEPHAN, BENDETT,
SEAVRI GHT, SANTABARBARA, LEVENBERG, OTIS, SI MPSQON, ANGELINO, BLUVEN
CRANZ, DE LGOS SANTCS -- read once and referred to the Conmittee on
Mental Health

AN ACT to anend the nmental hygiene law, in relation to the "First
Responder Peer Support Program Act™

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "First
Responder Peer Support Program Act".

§ 2. The nental hygiene |law is anended by adding a new section 7.51 to
read as foll ows:

8 7.51 First responder peer support program

(a) For the purposes of this section, the following terns shall have
the foll ow ng neanings:

1. "The progrant shall nean the "first responder peer support progrant
established by this section.

2. "Eligible entities" shall nean an entity or county first responder
peer program which subnits to the conmi ssioner an application, in a form
prescribed by the comni ssioner, containing such infornmation and assur-
ances as the conmissioner may require to provide initial and continued
training in nental illness, including but not limted to, helping indi-
viduals gain a better understanding about the effects of trauma, repeti-
tive exposure, signs and synptons of trauma, triggers of a traumatic
event, coping nechanisns, suicide prevention, as well as available
tools, resources, and local nental health services for first responder
peer volunteers, volunteer and paid individuals who are trained to
respond to energency situations and provide imediate assistance and
care to those in need. This would include individuals who work as fire-
fighters, police officers, 9-1-1 operators, energency dispatchers and
energency nedical services personnel

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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(b) The conmmissioner, in consultation with the commissioner of the
departnent of health, the office of fire prevention and control, the
nuni ci pal police training council, and the superintendent of state
police, shall, subject to appropriation, establish a statew de grant
program to be known as the "first responder peer support prograni. The
program shall provide grants, with appropriations therefor, to eligible
entities for the purpose of establishing peer-to-peer nental health
prograns for first responders.

c) The conmi ssioner shall establish standards applicable to the
program Such standards shall include, but not be limted to, initia
and continued training for first responder peer volunteers, adninistra-
tive staffing needs., and best practices for addressing the needs of each
first responder served, including, but not limted to, a warm handoff to
nental health services for individuals identified as being in duress.

(d) The comm ssioner shall not require the recipient of any grant
under this section to marintain records on first responders seeking
support or report any personal identifying information directly or indi-
rectly to the conmissioner, a first responder's enployer, or a first
responder's organization.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw




