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Introduced by M of A  BICHOITTE HERVELYN, ALVAREZ, REYES, SLATER
SEAVRI GHT, ZACCARO, LEVENBERG, DAVI LA, HYNDVAN, LUCAS, FORREST -- read
once and referred to the Committee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to establishing a
public awareness canpaign for maternal depression; to anend the state
finance law, in relation to establishing the maternal depression fund;
and maki ng an appropriation therefor

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Article 25 of the public health law is anended by adding a
new title 7-a to read as foll ows:
TITLE VIT-A
MATERNAL DEPRESSI ON
Section 2597. Public awareness canpaign for nmaternal depression.

8 2597. Public awareness canpaign for nmaternal depression. There is
hereby established within the departnent a maternal depression awareness
program to educate the public and maternal health care providers about
the risks and renedi es associated with maternal depression.

§ 2. The state finance | aw is anended by adding a new section 97-n to
read as foll ows:

8 97-n. WMaternal depression fund. 1. There is hereby established in
the joint custody of the state conptroller and the conmi ssioner of taxa-
tion and finance a fund to be known as the "maternal depression fund".

2. The fund shall consist of all nonies appropriated for its purpose,
and all noneys transferred to such fund pursuant to law, contributions
consisting of prom ses or grants of any noney or property of any kind or
value, or any other thing of value, including grants or other financial
assistance from any agency of governnent and all npneys required by the
provisions of this section or any other lawto be paid into or credited
to this fund.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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3. The noneys of the fund shall be nade available to the departnent
of health for the purpose of inplenmenting the provisions of title
seven-a of article twenty-five of the public health |aw

4. Mbonies shall be payable fromthe fund on the audit and warrant of
the state conptroller on vouchers approved and certified by the conms-
sioner of health.

8 3. The sumof twenty mllion dollars ($20,000,000) is hereby appro-
priated to the departnment of health out of any nmoneys in the state trea-
sury in the general fund to the credit of the state purposes account,
not otherwi se appropriated, and nmade immediately available, for the
pur pose of carrying out the provisions of this act. Such noneys shall be
payabl e on the audit and warrant of the conmptroller on vouchers certi-
fied or approved by the conm ssioner of health in the manner prescribed
by | aw.

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.




