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STATE OF NEW YORK

7159

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 21, 2025

Introduced by M of A COOK, PHEFFER AMATO, JONES, SI MON, SAYEGH, CRUZ,
ZI NERVAN, TAYLOR, LEVENBERG KELLES, SIMONE -- Multi-Sponsored by --
M of A ANDERSON, DAVI LA, HEVESI -- read once and referred to the
Conmi ttee on Education

AN ACT directing the commi ssioner of education to create a pilot program
to i mprove social and enotional learning in schools; and providing for
t he repeal of such provisions upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. (a) The conm ssioner of education is hereby directed to
establish a pilot program ained at inproving social and enotional |earn-
i ng. Each school systemor district in the state shall participate by
establishing such pilot program in at |east one school within their
systemor district. Each school systemor district shall establish such
pilot programw thin twelve nonths of the effective date of this act.

(b) The program shall be adninistered through a contract with outside
entities that have been identified by the conm ssioner of education as a
conmuni ty based organi zation that:

(1) utilizes a social and enotional learning curriculumthat: (i) has
already been successfully tested in rural and urban schools within the

state, (ii) includes a volunteerismconponent, (iii) is listed in the
United States Department of Education's What Wrks C earinghouse, (iv)
has high ratings from the Collaborative for Acadenmic, Social, and

Enoti onal Learning, the National Institute on Drug Abuse, The Center for
Subst ance Abuse Prevention and The National Registry of Evidence-based
Programs and Practices and (v) has specific plans targeting prekinder-
garten through twel fth grade, that can be incorporated into other estab-
i shed subject |esson plans or be its own standal one | esson pl an;

(2) wutilizes social influence and social cognitive approaches in
devel opi ng soci al -enoti onal conpetencies, citizenship skills, positive
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character, skills and attitudes consistent with a drug-free lifestyle,
and service to others within a caring and consi stent environnent;

(3) wutilizes a Ilearning nodel which enploys inquiry, presentation
di scussion, group work, gui ded practi ce, servi ce- | earni ng, and
reflection to acconplish the desired outcones;

(4) has prior experience with New York state teachers and staff
pr of essi onal devel opnment; and

(5) is supported by community based organizations and volunteer
servi ce organi zati ons.

(c) The departnent of education shall conduct an eval uation of the
pil ot program and shall submt a final report by July 15, 2029 to the
governor and the | egislature.

8§ 2. Funding for the social and enptional |earning pilot program shal
be provi ded through appropriations to the departnent of education.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect i mediately; provided, however, that
this act shall expire and be deened repeal ed August 1, 2029.



