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STATE OF NEW YORK

6949

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 18, 2025

Introduced by M of A KASSAY -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to eco-
friendly alternative utensils and condi nents

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Article 27 of the environnental conservation |aw is amended
by adding a newtitle 34 to read as foll ows:
TITLE 34
ECO FRI ENDLY ALTERNATI VE UTENSI LS AND CONDI MENTS
Section 27-3401. Definitions.
27-3403. Eco-friendly alternative utensils and condi hents.
8 27-3401. Definitions.

As used in this title, the following terns shall have the follow ng
nmeani ngs:

1. "Condi nent" neans packaged ketchup, nustard, nayonnai se, hot sauce,
salt, pepper. or any other herb, spice, seasoning. sauce, or substance
that is used to give a special flavor to food.

2. "Eco-friendly alternative utensils and condinents" neans and
includes: utensils and condi hent packets or packages which are conposed
of conpostable material or another naterial approved, by the departnent
or the United States environnental protection agency, as an eco-friendly
alternative to conventional plastics, regardless of whether such uten-
sils and condi nent packages are designed to be discarded, by the consum
er, after a single use; utensils and condi nent packets or packages which
are designed to be used nultiple tinmes and are not intended to be
discarded after a single use, regardless of whether such utensils and
condi nent packages are conposed of conventional plastics; and any other
utensils and condi nent packets or packages that are approved, by the
departnent or the United States environnental protection agency, as
eco-friendly alternatives to single-use plastic utensils or condi nents.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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3. "Public food service establishment” neans any building, vehicle,
place or structure, or any roomor division in a building, vehicle,
pl ace or structure where food is prepared, served or sold for imediate
consunption on or in the vicinity of the prenmises; called for or taken
out by custoners; or prepared prior to being delivered to another
| ocation for consunption.

4., "Single-use plastic wutensils or condinents" neans wutensils or

condi ment packets or packages which are conposed of conventional plas-
tics and are designed to be discarded, by the consuner, after a single
use.

5, "Uensil" neans an instrunent, including, but not linted to, a
knife, fork, or spoon., which are used to eat neals served by a food
servi ce business.

6. "Dishware" shall nean plates, bows, and other dishes which are
used to eat neals served by a food service business.

8§ 27-3403. Eco-friendly alternative utensils and condi nents.

1. (a) No public food service establishnent operating in the state
shall provide single-use plastic utensils or condinents to any custoner
which are not eco-friendly alternative utensils and condinments, except
upon, and in accordance with, the express request of that custoner. The
provisions of this paragraph shall be applicable regardl ess of whether a
custoner is receiving neals fromthe food service business on an eat-in,
take-out, drive-thru, or delivery basis, and regardless of whether the
custoner's neal order is placed in person, over the phone, online, or
using other available nmeans or net hods.

(b) A public food service establishnent that has on-site seating
capacity shall provide its on-site custoners with reusable, washable
utensils and dishware for use thereby while consuning neals on the prem
ises, and shall require each custoner using such wutensils to return
those wutensils to the food service business, for the purposes of clean-
ing and reuse, upon conpletion of the custoner's on-site neal.

2. Any public food service establishment that elects to supply custom

ers with single-use plastic utensils or condinments, upon request, as
aut hori zed by paragraph (a) of subdivision one of this section:

(a) shall provide each custoner with only those types and anpunts of
single-use plastic utensils and condinents that have been expressly
requested thereby:; and

(b) shall not create, acquire, or provide custonmers with bundl ed pack-
ages that contain nore than one type of single-use plastic utensil or
condi nent, regardless of the nature of any custoner request therefor.

3. Nothing in this section shall be deened to require a public food
service establishnent to provide any single-use plastic utensils or
condinents to custoners, upon their request, as authorized by paragraph
(a) of subdivision one of this section.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.




