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STATE OF NEW YORK

6931--A

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 18, 2025

Introduced by M of A TAPIA SH MSKY -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Econonic Developnent -- committee discharged, bil
anmended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted to said conmt-
tee

AN ACT to anend the al coholic beverage control law and the tax law, in
relation to authorizing holders of certain licenses issued by the
state liquor authority to engage in the sale or whol esal e of ready-to-
drink cocktails

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "ready-to-drink cocktail retail sales act".

§ 2. Section 3 of the alcoholic beverage control Jlaw is anmended by
addi ng a new subdi vision 23-a to read as foll ows:

23-a. "Ready-to-drink cocktail" or "RTD cocktail" neans a beverage
containing liquor which is added to concentrated or unconcentrated
juice, flavoring material, water, citric acid, sugar., and/or carbon
dioxide, that contains not nore than eight and one-half percent al coho
by volune, and that is sold in single serving containers with a size no
greater than sixteen ounces each.

§ 3. Section 54 of the al coholic beverage control law is anmended by
addi ng a new subdivision 6 to read as foll ows:

6. A license to sell beer at retail for consunption off prem ses
i ssued under this section shall authorize a holder of such license oper-
ating in the city of New York to sell ready-to-drink cocktails for

consunption off premses fromany prenmises located in the city of New
York. Any use of the term "beer" as used in this section shall be deened
to apply also to ready-to-drink cocktails; provided, however, that such
application of the term "beer" shall be linited to the provisions of
this section and shall not apply to the use of the term "beer" in any

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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other section of law, rule or regulation, unless such rule or regulation
relates specifically to the issuance of a license under this section.

8 4. Section 62 of the al coholic beverage control |aw, as amended by
chapter 361 of the laws of 1994, is amended to read as foll ows:

8§ 62. Wholesaler's liquor license. Any person may apply to the liquor
authority for a license to sell liquor at wholesale. Such application
shall be in witing and verified and shall contain such information as
the liquor authority shall require. Such application shall be acconpa-
nied by a check or draft for the amount required by this article for
such license. If the liquor authority shall grant the application it
shall issue a license in such formas shall be determned by its rules.
Such license shall contain a description of the licensed prem ses and in
formand in substance shall be a license to the person therein specif-

ically designated to sell liquors at wholesale in the prem ses therein
specifically licensed to duly Ilicensed wholesalers, retailers and
pernmittees in this state, and to sell liquor in bulk to a licensed

rectifier or to a pernmttee engaged in the manufacture of products which
are unfit for beverage use, for use in the manufacture of products
produced and sold by such rectifier or permttee, and to sell or deliver
liquor to persons outside the state pursuant to the laws of the place of
such sale or delivery. Such a license shall also include the privilege
to sell wine and ready-to-drink cocktails at wholesale under the sane
terms and conditions w thout the paynent of any additional fee.

8§ 5. Section 63 of the alcoholic beverage control law is anended by
addi ng a new subdivision 7 to read as foll ows:

7. Alicense issued pursuant to this section to a licensee in the city
of New York shall authorize the sale of ready-to-drink cocktails for
off-prem ses consunption, subject to the seven-day linmtation of such
licenses under this section; provided. however, that such cocktails are
purchased fromduly licensed wholesalers or manufacturers; and provided
further, that such sales are nade froma prem ses |located in the city of
New York.

8 6. The al coholic beverage control lawis amended by adding a new
section 70 to read as foll ows:

8 70. Sale of ready-to-drink cocktails by retail licensees in the city
of New York. Each retail licensee under this chapter located in the city
of New York, including those |icensed pursuant to section sixty-three of
this article, shall have the right, by virtue of their license and with-
out being required to pay any additional fee for the privilege, to sel
at retail for consunption on or off the prem ses, as the case nmy be,
ready-to-drink cocktails purchased froma person licensed to produce or
sell liquor, wine, or beer at wholesale under this chapter. This section
shall apply only to sales of ready-to-drink cocktails nmade within the
city of New York

8§ 7. Section 420 of the tax law is anmended by addi ng a new subdi vi si on
17 to read as foll ows:

17. "Ready-to-drink cocktail" or "RTD cocktail" shall nean a beverage
containing liquor which is added to concentrated or unconcentrated
juice, flavoring material, water, citric acid, sugar, and/or carbon

dioxide, that contains not nore than eight and one-half percent al coho
by volune, and that is sold in single serving containers with a size no
greater than sixteen ounces each.

8 8. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 1 of section 424 of the tax law, as
anended by section 1 of part X-1 of chapter 57 of the laws of 2009, is
anmended to read as foll ows:
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(b) Thirty cents per gallon upon still wines and ready-to-drink cock-
tails, except cider containing nore than three and two-tenths per centum
of al cohol by volume, upon which the tax shall be three and seventy-nine
hundr edt hs cents per gall on;

8 9. Section 53 of the al coholic beverage control |aw, as anended by
chapter 3 of the laws of 2021, is anmended to read as follows:

8§ 53. Wolesaler's license. Any person nmay apply to the |iquor author-
ity for a license to sell beer at whol esale. Such application shall be
in witing and verified and shall contain such information as the |iquor
authority shall require. Such application shall be acconpanied by a
check or draft for the anmbunt required by this article for such |icense
If the liquor authority shall grant the application it shall issue a
license in such formas shall be determined by its rules. Such a |icense
shall contain a description of the licensed prenises and in formand in
substance shall be a license to the person therein specifically desig-
nated to sell beer and ready-to-drink cocktails at wholesale in the
prenises therein specifically licensed to duly licensed wholesalers,
retailers and permttees in this state, and to sell or deliver beer to
persons outside the state pursuant to the | aws of the place of such sale
or delivery. A wholesaler's license issued or renewed prior to July
first, nineteen hundred sixty, and thereafter renewed or transferred,
shal | authorize the holder thereof to sell beer and ready-to-drink cock-
tails at retail to a person for consunption in [his] such person's hone;
provi ded, however, that regardl ess of the date issued, renewed or trans-
ferred, a wholesaler's license issued to a brewer or to the wholly-owned
subsidiary of a brewer, shall authorize the holder thereof to sell beer
at retail to a person for consunption in [kis] such person's honme.

8 10. The state liquor authority is authorized to pronul gate any rul es
or regul ations necessary to regulate the sale and distribution of read-
y-to-drink cocktails, as defined by section 3 of the alcoholic beverage
control law, in accordance with the provisions of this act.

8§ 11. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have beconme a law. Effective imediately, the addition, amendment and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade, including by
energency, and conpleted on or before such effective date.




