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STATE OF NEW YORK

6845

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 14, 2025

Introduced by M of A PALMESANO, BLANKENBUSH, BRABENEC, M LLER, MORI -
NELLO, REILLY, TAGUE, McDONOUGH -- read once and referred to the
Conmi ttee on Local Governnents

AN ACT to anend the town law, in relation to the election of fire chiefs
and assistant fire chiefs

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 11-a of section 176 of the town |aw, as anended
by chapter 351 of the laws of 2000, is anended to read as follows:

11-a. The nenmbers of the fire departnent of the fire district shal
meet at a tinme and place designated by the board of fire conmm ssioners
on the Thursday followi ng the first Tuesday in April of each year and
nom nate persons for the offices of chief and such assistant chiefs as
may be provided for in the rules and regul ati ons adopted by the board of
fire comm ssioners; provided, however, that the board of fire conms-
sioners may by resolution, adopt a policy allowing fire districts the
option to set the day of election of chief and assistant chiefs on the
same day as the fire departnent's election of admnistration officers
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iAg—] Each nomi nee shall be a nenber of the fire
departnent. In addition, the board of fire commi ssioners may by resol -
ution require that any or all of such fire department officers shall be
residents of the fire district. Al nominations shall be made by ball ot.
The person acting as secretary of such nmeeting shall pronptly notify the
fire district secretary in witing of such nom nations. The board of
fire comm ssioners at its neeting next succeeding the making of such
nom nati ons shall consider the sanme and shall appoint such persons to
the offices to which they have been respectively nonminated or, if a
nomination is not approved the board of fire comn ssioners shall cal
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anot her neeting of the menbers of the fire departnment at which a new
nomi nation shall be nmade to take the place of any nom nation not
approved, which procedure shall continue until a full set of officers is
approved. Any such person shall assune the duties of [his] such person's
office as soon as [khe—has] they have been appointed thereto by the board
of fire comm ssioners and shall serve until [his] such person's succes-
sor is appointed. A person who has been convicted of arson in any degree
shall not be eligible for nomnation, election or appointnent to the
office of fire departnent chief or assistant chief. Any fire departnent
chief or assistant chief who is convicted of arson in any degree during
[Rs] such chief's termof office shall be disqualified from conpleting
such termof office
8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




