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STATE OF NEW YORK

6709--A

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 10, 2025

I nt roduced by M of A KELLES, BICHOTTE HERVELYN, TAPIA, MEEKS
DE LOS SANTCS, LUPARDO, DAVI LA, CUNNI NGHAM JENSEN -- read once and
referred to the Conmittee on Health -- comrittee discharged, bil
anended, ordered reprinted as anended and reconmitted to said conmt-
tee

AN ACT to anend the cannabis |law and the public health law, in relation
to the course required to be taken by practitioners certifying
patients as eligible for nedical cannabis and establishing the endo-
cannabi noi d system awar eness program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 10 of section 30 of the cannabis |aw is anended
and a new subdivision 11 is added to read as foll ows:

10. (a) Prior to issuing a certification a practitioner must conplete,
at a mnimm a two-hour course as determined by the board in
regul ati on;_provi ded, however, that such course shall, at a mninmum
neet the requirenents of paragraph (c) of this subdivision. For the
purposes of this article a person's status as a practitioner is deened

to be a "license" for the purposes of section thirty-three hundred nine-
ty of the public health | aw and shall be subject to the sane revocation
process.

(b) The office shall approve at least one, if not nore, course for
practitioners seeking to certify patients for nedical cannabis, which
shall be a mininumof two hours in duration.

(c) The educational content of such course or courses shall include:
the pharnmacology of cannabis; contraindications; side effects; adverse
reactions; overdose prevention; drug interactions; dosing; routes of
adm nistration; risks and benefits; warnings and precautions; abuse and
dependence; and such other conponents as deternined by the office.

11. The office shall provide information on the office's website on
the endocannabinoid system awareness program established pursuant to

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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section two hundred fifty-two of the public health law, including the
informati on and gui dance established pursuant to subdivision two of such
section.

8§ 2. Article 2 of the public health law is anended by adding a new
title 4-A to read as foll ows:

TITLE 1V-A
ENDOCANNABI NO D SYSTEM AWARENESS PROGRAM

Section 252. Endocannabi noid system awareness program

8 252. Endocannabi nhoid system awareness program 1. There is hereby
established within the departnent the endocannabi noid system awar eness
program which shall educate health care practitioners regarding the
endocannabi noid systemand how it interacts with other bodily systens.

2. The commissioner., in consultation wth the office of cannabis
managenent, shall establish and distribute to health care practitioners
conprehensive information and guidance regarding the endocannabi noid
system and how it interacts with other bodily functions. Such inforna-
tion and quidance shall include, but not be linted to, the follow ng
t opi cs:

(a) the endocannabi noid system

(b) cannabinoids, chronic pain and opi o0i ds;

(c) pharmacogenetics and cannabis;

(d) federal food and drug administration (FDA) approved cannabinoid
nedi cati ons;

(e) risks, benefits, and inpacts of cannabis consunption on body
systens; and

(f) interactions of cannabis with other nedications.

3. The departnment shall

(a) informhealth care practitioners of the need to be aware of the
endocannabi noid systemand how it interacts with other bodily functions;
and

(b) provide information on the departnent's website on the endocanna-
bi noid system awareness program including the information and gui dance
established pursuant to subdivision two of this section

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective imediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.




