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STATE OF NEW YORK

6538

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 5, 2025

Introduced by M of A SCHIAVONl -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Veterans' Affairs

AN ACT to anmend the county law, the labor law, the nmental hygiene |aw,
the mlitary law, the public health aw and the real property tax |aw,
in relation to changing references to the name of the division of
veterans' services to the departnent of veterans' services

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 10 of section 677 of the coun-
ty law, as added by chapter 95 of the laws of 2022, is anended to read
as foll ows:

(a) The coroner, coroner's physician or nedical exam ner shall report
to the [édindsioen] departnent of veterans' services, in a form and tine
frane devel oped by the departnment of health in a manner that is protec-
tive of privacy and contains aggregate, rather than individual data to
the extent practicable, any death which appears to be caused by suicide
by a person who, to the know edge of the coroner, coroner's physician or
nedi cal examiner, is a veteran.

8§ 2. Section 201-h of the labor |aw, as added by chapter 584 of the
| aws of 2022, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 201-h. Posting of veterans' benefits and services. 1. The departnent
shall consult with the [diwision] departnent of veterans' services to
create and distribute a veterans' benefits and servi ces poster.

2. Such poster shall, at a mininum include information regarding the
followi ng services available to veterans:

a. contact and website information for the [dirdsion] departnent of
veterans' services and the [deparinenpt—s] departnent of |abor's veter-
ans' program

b. substance abuse and nental health treatnent;

c. educational, workforce, and training resources;

d. tax benefits;
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e. New York state veteran drivers' |licenses and non-driver identifica-
tion cards;

f. eligibility for unenpl oyment insurance benefits under state and/or
federal |aw,

g. legal services; and

h. contact information for the U S. Departnment of Veterans Affairs
Veterans Crisis Line.

3. Every enployer inthe state with nore than fifty full-tinme equiv-
al ent enpl oyees shall display the poster <created pursuant to this
section in a conspicuous place accessible to enpl oyees in the workpl ace.

8§ 3. Subdivision (a) of section 33.27 of the nental hygiene |aw as
separately anmended by chapters 517 and 522 of the laws of 2022, is
amended to read as foll ows:

(a) There is hereby established the office of the independent
subst ance use di sorder and nental health onbudsman programthat will be
operated or selected by the office of addiction services and supports,
in consultation with the office of nental health for the purpose of
assisting individuals with a substance use disorder and/or nental
illness to ensure that they receive appropriate health insurance cover-
age. The office of addiction services and supports in consultation with
the office of nental health shall provide annual outreach services to
other state and local entities, including but not limted to the [é&—H—
s+en] departnent of veterans' services, the office for people wth
devel opnental disabilities, the office of children and fam |y services,
the departnment of corrections, or providers contracted by such agencies
to provide assistance to the inpacted popul ations to make them aware of
t he i ndependent substance wuse disorder and nental health onbudsman
program and the assi stance they provide.

8 4. Subdivisions 1-d and 1-e of section 247 of the mlitary |aw,
subdi vision 1-d as added by chapter 582 of the laws of 2022 and subdi vi -
sion 1-e as added by chapter 583 of the laws of 2022 and separately
renunbered by chapters 609 and 610 of the | aws of 2023, are anended to
read as foll ows:

1-d. The governor is hereby authorized to present in the name of the
|l egislature of the state of New York, a nmedal, to be known as the "New
York State Vietnam War Conmenorative Medal", bearing a suitable
inscription, to any person: (i) who is a resident of the state of New
York; or (ii) who was a resident of the state of New York while serving
in the arnmed forces of the United States; (iii) who served in the United
States Arnmed Forces, defined as arny, air force, navy, narine corps, or
coast guard, or the organized nilitia defined as the arny nationa
guard, the air national guard, the New York naval mlitia, or the New
York guard, on active duty abroad in Vietnam Thailand, Laos, Canbodi a,
or in the <contiguous waters or air space thereof during the period of
time from Novenber first, nineteen hundred fifty-five through My
seventh, nineteen hundred seventy-five; and (iv) who was honorably
di scharged or rel eased under honorabl e circunmstances or who has a quali-
fying condition, as defined in section [three—-hunrdred—fifty] one of the
[ exeecutive] veterans' services law, and received a discharge other than
bad conduct or dishonorable discharge, or is a discharged LGBT veteran
as defined in section |[three—hundred—F+iy] one of the [exesuiive]
veterans' services |aw, and received a discharge other than bad conduct
or dishonorable discharge. No person shall receive nore than one New
York State Vietnam War Commenorative Medal. In the event of the death of
any eligible person prior to the receipt of such comrenorative nedal
such comenorative nedal shall be presented to the designated represen-
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tative of the deceased. The adjutant general, in consultation wth the
director of the [éiHsion] departnent of veterans' services, shall nake
such rules and regul ati ons as may be deened necessary for the proper
presentation and distribution of such nedal s.

1l-e. The governor is hereby authorized to present in the name of the
| egislature of the state of New York, a nedal, to be known as the "New
Yor k State Korean War Commenorative Medal", bearing a suitable
inscription, to any person: (i) who is a resident of the state of New
York, or (ii) who was a resident of the state of New York while serving
in the armed forces of the United States; (iii) who served in the United
States Arned Forces, defined as arny, air force, navy, marine corps, or
coast guard, or the organized mlitia defined as the arny nationa
guard, the air national guard, the New York naval mlitia or the New
York guard, on active duty on the Korean peninsula, its contiguous
waters, or its airspace in the Korean War defined as the period of tine
from June twenty-seventh, nineteen hundred fifty through January thir-
ty-first, nineteen hundred fifty-five; and (iv) who was honorably
di scharged or rel eased under honorabl e circunstances or who has a quali -
fying condition, as defined in section [th+~ee—hundrediiity] one of the
[ executive] veterans' services law, and received a discharge other than
bad conduct or dishonorable discharge, or is a discharged LGBT veteran
as defined in section [three—hundred—H+tyy] one of the [exesutive]
veterans' services |law, and received a discharge other than bad conduct
or dishonorabl e discharge. No person shall receive nobre than one New
York State Korean War Commenorative Medal. In the event of the death of
any person prior to the receipt of such commenorative nedal, such comme-
nmorative nmedal shall be presented to the designated representative of
the deceased. The adjutant general, in consultation with the director of
the [éidsion] departnent of veterans' services, shall nmake such rul es
and regul ati ons as may be deened necessary for the proper presentation
and distribution of such nedals.

8§ 5. Paragraph (y) of subdivision 1 of section 201 of the public
health | aw, as added by chapter 95 of the |aws of 2022, is anended to
read as foll ows:

(y) To develop a form by which a coroner, coroner's physician or
medi cal exam ner, pursuant to section six hundred seventy-seven of the
county law, shall report to the |[é+Hsion] departnent of veterans'
servi ces any death which appears to be caused by suicide by a person
who, to the know edge of the coroner, coroner's physician or nedical
exam ner, is a veteran. This form shall at a mninmum (i) ensure
conpliance with the strictest privacy protections and encourage data
aggregation to the extent feasible; (ii) provide the address to which
the formis to be nmailed or submitted electronically; and (iii) include
the county of residence and the branch of service of deceased veterans
during the reporting period.

8 6. Subdivision 3 of section 2805-0 of the public health |aw, as
added by chapter 75 of the |aws of 2022, is anended to read as foll ows:

3. Every nursing hone, residential health care facility and every
adult care facility licensed and certified by the departnent pursuant to
title two of article seven of the social services law or article forty-
six-B of this chapter, including all adult honmes, enriched housing
prograns, residences for adults, assisted living prograns, and assisted
living residences, with the perm ssion of individuals identifying them
selves as veterans or spouses of veterans, shall transmt such veteran
status information to the [dirdsion] departnent of veterans' services.
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8 7. Subdivision 10 of section 458 of the real property tax law, as
added by section 35 of part AA of chapter 56 of the laws of 2019, is
amended to read as foll ows:

10. The commi ssioner shall develop in consultation with the director
of the New York state [diHsior] departnment of veterans' services a
listing of docunments to be wused to establish eligibility under this
section, including but not limted to a certificate of release or
di scharge from active duty also known as a DD-214 form or an Honorable
Service Certificate/ Report of Causality fromthe departnment of defense
Such information shall be made available to each county, city, town or
village assessor's office, or congressional chartered veterans service
officers who request such information. The listing of acceptable nili-
tary records shall be made available on the internet websites of the
[ dirt-sienr] departnment of veterans' services and the office of real prop-
erty tax services.

8§ 8. This act shall take effect immediately.



