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STATE OF NEW YORK

6523

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 5, 2025

Introduced by M of AL K BROM -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Local Covernnents

AN ACT to anend the town law and the village law, in relation to requir-
ing certain municipal positions take continuing |egal education cours-
es

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The town law is amended by adding a new section 51-a to
read as foll ows:

8 5l-a. Continuing legal education requirenents for nenbers of a town
board. 1. Each nenber of a town board shall conplete six credit hours of
accredited continuing | egal education courses in ethics within one year
of such nenber's election to such town board. The six hours of accred-
ited continuing legal education courses in ethics shall be conpleted in
one hour increnents.

2. Menbers of such town board shall conplete six credit hours of
accredited continuing | egal education courses in ethics annually there-
after. The six «credit hours of accredited continuing |egal education
courses in ethics shall be conpleted in one hour increnments.

§ 2. The town law is anended by adding a new section 60-b to read as
foll ows:

8 60-b. Continuing legal education requirenents for nenbers of a town
board. 1. Each nenber of a town board shall conplete six credit hours of
accredited continuing | egal education courses in ethics within one year
of such nenber's election to such town board. The six hours of accred-
ited continuing legal education courses in ethics shall be conpleted in
one hour increnments.

2. Menbers of such town board shall conplete six credit hours of
accredited continuing | egal education courses in ethics annually there-
after. The six «credit hours of accredited continuing |egal education
courses in ethics shall be conpleted in one hour increnents.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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§ 3. Subdivision 7-a of section 267 of the town law is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph (a-1) to read as foll ows:

(a-1) (i) In addition to the training required pursuant to paragraph
(a) of this subdivision, each nmenber of the zoning board of appeals
shall conplete, at a mninum six credit hours of accredited continuing
| egal education courses in ethics wthin one vyear of such nenber's
appointnment to the zoning board of appeals. The six hours of accredited
continuing |legal education courses in ethics shall be conpleted in one
hour increnments. Such training shall be approved by the town board and
nmay include, but not be limted to, training provided by a nunicipality,
regional or county planning office or comnm ssion, county planning feder-
ation, state agency, statewi de nunicipal association, college or other
simlar entity. Training nmay be provided in a variety of formats,
including but not limted to, electronic nedia, video, distance |earning
and traditional classroomtraining.

(ii) Menbers of the zoning board of appeals shall conplete six credit
hours of accredited continuing | egal education courses in ethics annual -
ly thereafter. The six credit hours of accredited continuing |ega
education courses in ethics shall be conpleted in one hour increnents,
in the sane format as provided in subparagraph (i) of this paragraph.

8 4. Subdivision 7-a of section 271 of the town law is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph a-1 to read as foll ows:

a-1. (i) In addition to the training required pursuant to paragraph a
of this subdivision, each nenber of the planning board shall conplete,
at a minimum six credit hours of accredited continuing |egal education
courses in ethics wthin one year of such nenber's appointnment to the
pl anni ng board. The six hours of accredited continuing legal education
courses in ethics shall be conpleted in one hour increnents. Such train-
ing shall be approved by the town board and may include, but not be
limted to, training provided by a nunicipality, regional or county
pl anning office or conm ssion, county planning federation, state agency,
statewide nunicipal association, <college or other sinmlar entity.
Training may be provided in a variety of formats, including but not
limted to, electronic nedia, video, distance learning and traditiona
cl assroom training.

(ii) Menbers of the planning board shall conplete six credit hours of
accredited continuing legal education courses in ethics annually there-
after. The six credit hours of accredited continuing |egal education
courses in ethics shall be conpleted in one hour increnents., in the sane
format as provided in subparagraph (i) of this paragraph.

§ 5. Section 4-412 of the village law is amended by adding a new
subdi vision 4 to read as foll ows:

4. Continuing legal education requirenents for nenbers of a village
board of trustees. a. Each nenber of a board of trustees shall conplete
six credit hours of accredited continuing legal education courses in
ethics within one year of such nenber's election to the village board of
trustees. The six hours of accredited continuing | egal education courses
in ethics shall be conpleted in one hour increnents.

b. Menbers of such board of trustees shall conplete six credit hours
of accredited continuing legal education courses in ethics annually
thereafter. The six credit hours of accredited continuing | egal educa-
tion courses in ethics shall be conpleted in one hour increnents.

8 6. Subdivision 7-a of section 7-712 of the village law is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph (a-1) to read as foll ows:

(a-1) (i) In addition to the training required pursuant to paragraph
(a) of this subdivision, each nenber of the zoning board of appeals
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shall conplete, at a mninum six credit hours of accredited continuing
legal education courses in ethics wthin one year of such nenber's
appoi ntnment to the zoning board of appeals. The six hours of accredited
continuing legal education courses in ethics shall be conpleted in one
hour increnents. Such training shall be approved by the town board and
nmay include, but not be linited to, training provided by a nmunicipality,
regional or county planning office or conm ssion, county planning feder-
ation, state agency, statew de nunicipal association, college or other
simlar entity. Training may be provided in a variety of formts,
including but not linmted to, electronic nedia, video, distance |earning
and traditional classroomtraining.

(ii) Menbers of the zoning board of appeals shall conplete six credit
hours of accredited continuing | egal education courses in ethics annual -
ly thereafter. The six credit hours of accredited continuing |ega
education courses in ethics shall be conpleted in one hour increnents,
in the sane fornmat as provided in subparagraph (i) of this paragraph.

§ 7. Subdivision 7-a of section 7-718 of the village |law is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph a-1 to read as foll ows:

a-1. (i) In addition to the training required pursuant to paragraph a
of this subdivision, each nenber of the planning board shall conplete,
at a nmninum six credit hours of accredited continuing |egal education
courses in ethics wthin one vear of such nenber's appointnent to the
pl anni ng board. The six hours of accredited continuing legal education
courses in ethics shall be conpleted in one hour increnents. Such train-
ing shall be approved by the town board and may include, but not be
limted to, training provided by a nunicipality, regional or county
pl anni ng office or conm ssion, county planning federation, state agency,
statewide nunicipal association, <college or other sinmlar entity.
Training may be provided in a variety of formats, including but not
limted to., electronic nedia, video, distance learning and traditiona
cl assroom training.

(ii) Menbers of the planning board shall conplete six credit hours of
accredited continuing legal education courses in ethics annually there-
after. The six credit hours of accredited continuing |legal education
courses in ethics shall be conpleted in one hour increnments, in the sane
format as provided in subparagraph (i) of this paragraph.

8§ 8. This act shall take effect immediately.




