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STATE OF NEW YORK

6295

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 3, 2025

Introduced by M of A R CARROLL -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Tourism Parks, Arts and Sports Devel oprment

AN ACT to anend the arts and cultural affairs law, in relation to the
establishnent of regional arts, cultural affairs, and parks accessi-
bility grants

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The arts and cultural affairs law is amended by adding a
new article 6 to read as foll ows:

ARTICLE 6
REA ONAL ARTS. CULTURAL AFFAI RS, AND PARKS ACCESSIBILITY
GRANTS
Section 6.01. Definitions.
6.03. Establishnent of arts, cultural affairs, and par ks

regi ons.
6.05. Regional arts, <cultural affairs, and parks conpetitive

accessibility grants.

8 6.01. Definitions. For the purposes of this article, the followng
ternms shall have the foll ow ng neanings:

1. "Regions" shall nean the arts, cultural affairs, and parks regions
established in section 6.03 of this article.

2. "Regional councils" shall nean the councils which issue grants
under section 6.05 of this article.

3. "Accessibility prograns"” shall nean progranms which: (a) bring
facilities into conpliance with the Anericans with Disabilities Act; or
(b) inproving the ability for disabled persons to use an organi zation's
facilities.

8 6.03. Establishnent of arts, cultural affairs, and parks regions.
Ten arts, cultural affairs, and parks regions shall be established wth-
in the state, one for each of the follow ng regions:

1. Long Island (which consists of Suffolk and Nassau counties):
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2. the city of New York (which consists of Bronx, New York, Queens,
Ki ngs, and Ri chnond counties):;

3. the Md-Hudson region (which consists of Sullivan, U ster, Dutch-
ess, Orange. Putnam Westchester, and Rockl and counties);

4. the Southern tier (which consists of Steuben, Schuyler, Tonpkins,
Chemung. Tioga. Chenango. Broone. and Del aware counties);

5. the Capital region (which consists of Warren, Washi ngton. Saratoga.
Schenect ad Renssel aer, Al ban Col unbi a, and Greene counties);

6. the Mhawk valley (which consists of Oneida, Herkiner, Fulton,
Mont gonery, Ot sego, and Schoharie counties):;

7. the North country (which consists of dinton, Franklin, St
Law ence, Jefferson, Lewis, Hanmilton, and Essex counties);

8. the Central region (which consists of OGswego. Cayuga., Onondaga.
Madi son. and Cortl and counties);

9. the Finger lLakes region (which consists of Oleans, Mnroe, Wyne,
Cenesee oni n Li vingston, Ontario, Seneca, and Yates counties); and

10. the Western region (which consists of N agara, Erie, Chautauqua
Cattaraugus, and All egany counties).

8 6.05. Regional arts, cultural affairs, and parks conpetitive acces-
sibility grants. 1. The governor shall, in each region, establish a
council which shall issue conpetitive accessibility grants within the
region. Six nenbers of each regional council shall be |ocal experts and
st akeholders fromarts and cultural affairs organizations and parks
organi zations wthin the region. One nenber of each regional counci

shall be an expert in accessibility. Each regional council shall have
seven total nenbers appointed to such council. Five nenbers of each
regional council shall be appointed by the governor and shall serve at

the pleasure of the governor, one nenber of each regional council shal
be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly and serve at the pleasure of
the assenbly. and one nenber of each regional council shall be appointed
by the tenporary president of the senate and serve at the pleasure of
the senate. Al nenbers of the regional councils shall be subject to the
provi sions of section seventy-three-a of the public officers |[aw

2. The regional councils shall, with approval fromthe governor, issue
conpetitive accessibility grants to arts and cultural affairs organiza-
tions and parks organizations within their region for capital projects
such that:

(a) inthe city of New York region, an equal anpunt of grant noney is
issued to organi zations with operating budgets of ten mllion dollars or
nore as is issued to organizations with operating budgets of less than
ten mllion dollars; and

(b) in all other regions, an equal anpunt of grant noney is issued to
organi zations with operating budgets of five nllion dollars or nore as
is issued to organizations wth operating budgets of less than five
mllion dollars.

3. The regional councils shall issue conpetitive accessibility grants
for inplenmenting the accessibility prograns at the organization. Such
grants shall be issued based on criteria established by the governor for
such purpose..

4. No regional council shall issue a conpetitive accessibility grant
to an organization which has received a conpetitive accessibility grant
under this article within the prior three years.

5. No reqgional council shall issue conpetitive accessibility grants
totaling nore than fifty percent of such council's conpetitive accessi-
bility grant noney issued in a calendar year to parks organi zations.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect i mediately.




