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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 25, 2025

Introduced by M of A FITZPATRICK, G GAIO TAGUJE -- Milti-Sponsored by
-- M of Ao MANKTELOW-- read once and referred to the Comrittee on
Educati on

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to mandating the trustees
of common school districts and the board of education of every union
free school district to establish a code of ethics to be applied to
the prohibition of the use of school resources for personal gain

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1604 of the education law is anended by adding a
new subdi vi sion 45 to read as fol |l ows:

45. On or before July thirty-first, two thousand twenty-six, and annu-
ally thereafter, the governing body of each school district and each
board of cooperative educational services shall review and approve a
code of ethics that shall include standards for officers and enpl oyees
prohibiting the use of property or resources of the district or board
for personal gain. A copy of such code shall be filed with the office
of the state conptroller and the departnment within thirty days of its
annual approval pursuant to this subdivision, and any subsequent anend-
nents to such code shall be so filed within thirty days of adoption of
such anendnent .

8§ 2. Section 1709 of the education law is amended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 36 to read as foll ows:

36. On or before July thirty-first, tw thousand twenty-six, and annu-
ally thereafter, the governing body of each school district and each
board of cooperative educational services shall review and approve a
code of ethics that shall include standards for officers and enployees
prohibiting the use of property or resources of the district or board
for personal gain. A copy of such code shall be filed with the office
of the state conptroller and the departnent within thirty days of its
annual approval pursuant to this subdivision, and any subsequent anend-
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nents to such code shall be so filed within thirty days of adoption of
such anendnent.

8 3. Paragraph a of subdivision 1 of section 2102-a of the education
| aw, as anended by chapter 388 of the laws of 2010, is anmended to read
as follows:

a. Every trustee or voting nmenber of a board of education of a schoo
district or a board of cooperative educational services, elected or
appointed for a term beginning on or after July first, two thousand
five, shall, within the first year of [his—e+—her] their term conplete
a mnimmof six hours of training on the financial oversight, account-
ability and fiduciary responsibilities of a school board nenber. Such
training shall also include exanm nation of the school district's code of
ethics as established in subdivision forty-five of section sixteen
hundred four of this title.

8 4. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 3 of section 2116-a of the education
| aw, as anmended by section 4 of part A-1 of chapter 58 of the laws of
2006, is anmended to read as foll ows:

(a) The school authorities of each school district, except those
enpl oyi ng fewer than eight teachers, but including the city schoo
districts of the cities of Buffalo and Rochester, shall obtain an annua
audit of its records by an independent certified public accountant or an
i ndependent public accountant. The report of such annual audit shall be
presented to the trustees or board of education by such accountant. The
board of education of the city school district of the city of New York
districts of such city shall obtain an annual audit by the conptroller
of the city of New York, or by an independent certified public account-
ant or an independent public accountant. Such city school district audit

shall include, but not be limted to, transactions processed at the
|l evel of the central admnistrative office, the district, and the indi-
vi dual school. Such audit shall also include exam nation of all trans-

actions to ensure conpliance with the school district's code of ethics
as established in subdivision forty-five of section sixteen hundred four
of this title. The comunity districts of such <city school district
shall obtain an annual audit by the bureau of audit of the board of
education of the city school district of the city of New York or by an
i ndependent certified public accountant or an independent public
accountant. A copy of the audit report in formprescribed by the conm s-
sioner and certified by the accountant, or, in the city school district
of the city of New York or the conmmunity districts therein, by the
accountant, or the conptroller or bureau of audit, as the case nay be,

shall be furnished to the comm ssioner on or before Cctober fifteenth
following the end of the fiscal year audited, except that such report
shall be furnished to the comrissioner on or before January first

following the end of the fiscal year audited for the city schoo
districts of the cities of Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse, Yonkers, and
New York and for the community school districts of the city of New York

8 5. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date on which it shall have becone a |law and shall apply to the
foll owi ng school year. Effective imediately, the addition, anendnent
and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation
of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nmade and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.



