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February 14, 2025

Introduced by M of A DURSO -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Transportation

AN ACT to anmend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to establishing
a penalty for interfering with the repossession of certain vehicles

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 425 of the vehicle and traffic law, the section
headi ng and subdivision 2 as anended by chapter 183 of the laws of 1973
and subdivision 1 as anended by chapter 473 of the laws of 2018, is
amended to read as foll ows:

8§ 425. Repossession of nmotor vehicle or nmotorcycle; garageman's lien;
notice to police. 1. | — —o .

wenrt—] For the purposes of this section:

(a) "Collateral" shall nmean a notor vehicle or nptorcycle being repos-
sessed pursuant to the provisions of article nine of the uniformcomer-
cial code, or other authority of |aw

(b) "Repossessor"” shall nean any person, firm or corporation, or
agent, enployee or representative thereof, repossessing or retaking
collateral pursuant to the provisions of article nine of the uniform
commercial code, or other authority of law, or any contract or agree-
nent .

(c) "Repossession is conplete" shall nean:

(i) the repossessor gaining entry to the collateral;

(ii) the collateral beconming connected to the tow truck or the
repossessor's tow vehicle;

(iii) the repossessor noving the entire collateral present; or

(iv) the repossessor gaining control of the collateral.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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2. A repossessor shall, immediately follow ng such repossession or
retaki ng, personally appear at a station house or other office of the
police department, or agency or officer performng like functions, in
the locality wherein such repossession or retaking occurred, give notice
to such departnment, agency or officer of such repossession or retaking
and thereafter and within twenty-four hours of the tenth day after such
repossession or retaking personally deliver or mail by first class nmi
to the nearest notor vehicle office of the state or county acting as an
agent of the conm ssioner pursuant to section two hundred five of this
chapter[+~] . (a) notice of such repossession or retaking in such form as
the comm ssioner may require,_ and (b) the nunber plates of such notor
vehicle or notorcycle. Notice of such repossession or retaking, includ-

ing the nane and address of the [pe4s9n——L+4n;e;—ee;pe#a#+en—#epessess—
Frg—or—+etaki-rg—the—sane] repossessor, shall also be given within twen-
ty-four hours thereof to the owner of [such—rotor—vehicle—or—rptorecyele]

the collateral, either personally or by registered or certified mail, or
by first class mail, with a certificate of nmailing properly endorsed by
the postal service to be obtained, directed to such owner at [his—sor
her] their last-known address. Unless the [sBtoer—vehicle—-or—nptoreycte]
collateral can be repossessed or retaken w thout breach of the peace, it
shall be repossessed or retaken by lIegal process, but nothing herein
contai ned shall be construed to authorize a violation of the crinina
| aw.
[2-] 3. Any [

] }epossessor hol di ng [é—nDL9L—#@h#@#@—@#—ﬂ@%@+eye+{ﬂ

collateral under a lien for repairs or storage pursuant to any authority
of law, or any contract or agreenent shall return any registration
pl at es for such [wehiele] collateral which are in [hkis] such
repossessor's possession to the registrant upon the registrant's
request, or if not so returned shall, within twenty-four hours after
such request, personally deliver or mail by special delivery first class
mail to the nearest notor vehicle office (a) notice of such holding in
such form as the commissioner may require and (b) the nunber plates of

such [ Pet-or—vehi-cle—or—mptoreyele] collateral.

4. No person shall interfere with the transport of <collateral to a
storage facility, auction, or dealer by any repossessor once repos-
session is conplete. A violation of this paragraph shall be puni shabl e

by a fine not to exceed two hundred fifty dollars.
§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw




