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STATE OF NEW YORK

5505

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 14, 2025

Introduced by M of A LUPARDO -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to requir-
ing property owners and |essors of certain properties that have been
vacated to inspect such property for abandoned ani mals

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 373 of the agriculture and narkets |aw is anended
by addi ng a new subdivision 2-a to read as foll ows:

2-a. a. Notwithstanding sections thirteen hundred seven and nineteen
hundred seventy-one of the real property actions and proceedings |aw or
any other provision of lawto the contrary, the property owner or | essor
of property that has been vacated as a result of an eviction, property
foreclosure, forfeiture or default on a nortgage, trust deed or |and
sales contract, or abandonnent, or such property owner or lessor's
designee, shall, not nore than three days after a property owner or a
| essor knew or should have known that a property has been vacated
inspect the property for the presence of abandoned aninmals. |If the prop-
erty owner, lessor, or designee encounters an aninal which appears to be
abandoned on such property, such owner, lessor, or designee shall ime-
diately notify the dog control officer, the police, or agent or officer
of a duly incorporated society for the prevention of cruelty to aninals
about such encounter, for the purpose of pronptly retrieving or provid-
ing necessary care for such animal at the property until the animal can
be retrieved. The property owner, lessor, or designee who encounters an
abandoned animal pursuant to this paragraph shall not be deened the
owner, possessor or person having charge or custody of the aninal.

b. A property owner or lessor, or such property owner or lessor's
designee, who fails to conply with the requirenents of paragraph a of
this subdivision shall be subject to a civil penalty of not nore than
five hundred dollars for a first offense and not nore than one thousand
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dollars for a second offense and each subsequent offense thereafter.
Funds coll ected pursuant to this subdivision shall be deposited into the

animal  population control fund established pursuant to section ninety-
seven-xx of the state finance |aw.

c. Nothing in this section shall be construed to linmt or restrict in
any way agents or officers of societies for the prevention of cruelty to
animals or the police fromenforcing provisions of this article or any
other law relating to abandonnent of aninmals or the inhumane treatnent
of or cruelty to aninmals.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




