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February 14, 2025

Introduced by M of A MAHER -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Soci al Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to «creating the
Commi ssion to Reform Public Assistance Benefits

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The social services law is anended by adding a new article
11-A to read as fol |l ows:
ARTICLE 11-A
COVM SSI ON TO REFORM PUBLI C ASSI STANCE BENEFI TS
Section 500. Definitions.
501. Commission to reform public assistance benefits.
502. Powers and duties of the conmi ssion.

8 500. Definitions. As used in this article:

1. "Commission" shall nmean the conmission to reform public assistance
benefits established pursuant to this article.

2. "Public assistance benefits" shall include famly assistance, safe-
ty net assistance, veteran assistance, nedical assistance for needy
persons, institutional care for adults, child care granted at public
expense, and any other form of governnental assistance for individuals
and/or fanmilies as determ ned by the conm ssion.

3. "Real take-hone pay" shall nean the total anpunt of incone for an
individual and/or famly when including public assistance benefits,
salary earned through enploynent and any other form of conpensation

8 501. Conmissionto reformpublic assistance benefits. 1. There is
hereby created the comm ssion to reform public assistance benefits,
which shall <consist of the follow ng seventeen nenbers who shall be
appointed within thirty days after the effective date of this section:

a. The conm ssioner of the office of tenporary and disability assist-
ance or their designee and who shall serve as the chairperson of the
conm ssi on;
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b. The conm ssioner of the office of children and famly services or
their designee
The conm ssioner of |abor or their designee;

The conm ssioner of health or their designee;

The director of the division of budget or their designee;

Three nenbers appointed by the tenporary president of the senate;
Three nenbers appointed by the speaker of the assenbly;

Three nenbers appointed by the mnority | eader of the senate;
Three nenbers appointed by the nmnority | eader of the assenbly.

No nenber of the conmmission shall be disqualified fromholding any
public office or enploynent. nor shall a nenber forfeit any such office
or enploynent by virtue of such nenber's appointnent pursuant to this
article. Menbers of the comm ssion shall receive no conpensation for
their service, but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their functions pursuant to this article.
A nenber of the conmi ssion nay be renpbved by the appointing authority
only for good cause, after notice and opportunity to be heard. Vacancies
shall be filled in the same nmanner as origi nal appointnments.

8 502. Powers and duties of the commission. 1. The comi ssion shal
conduct a study to exanine the current paynent nethod for public assist-
ance benefits and identify any and all incone |evels that exist where an
individual or famly would becone ineligible for any public assistance
benefit.

a. The commission nmmy require the production of any docunents or
information the conmi ssion deens reasonably necessary to conduct this

st udy.
b. The commi ssion shall, within ninety days of the effective date of

this article, issue a report providing details on the results of such
study to the governor and the legislature, and the report shall also be
nmade widely available to the public via, anong other things, publication
on a website maintained by the office of tenporary and disability
assi stance._

2. Beginning wthin ten days after the issuance of the report issued
pursuant to subdivision one of this section, the conm ssion shall hold
at least one public hearing in each of the followi ng regions: lLong
Island; New York City; Hudson Valley; Capital District; North Country;
Central New York:; Finger Lakes; Western New York:; and Southern Tier

a. Dburing the public hearings, the comm ssion shall hear the testinpny
of voluntary wtnesses, may conpel the testinobny of w tnesses and nmay
require the production of any docunents or information the conm ssion
deens reasonably necessary to carry out its responsibilities.

b. After review, study, and receipt of public coment, the comm ssion
shall issue a report within one hundred eighty days of the effective
date of this article that includes a new paynent nethod for public
assi stance benefits that ensures an individual's or famly's public
assistance benefits are not elimnated at specified incone |levels, but
rather decreased to ensure an individual's or famly's real take-hone
pay increases as a result of any increase in incone due to enploynent,
and the potential need to consolidate any public assistance progranms in
order to inplenment such recommendati ons.

c. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, such paynent nethod as
deternined by the conmmission shall have the force of law unless acted
upon by the legislature.

§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.
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