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STATE OF NEW YORK

5385

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 13, 2025

Introduced by M of A TAPIA -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Mental Health

AN ACT to anend the nmental hygiene | aw and the social services law, in
relation to enacting the "nmental health shelter placenent accuracy and
support act"

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "mental health shelter placement accuracy and support act".

§ 2. Section 33.13 of the nental hygiene law is amended by adding a
new subdi vision (g) to read as foll ows:

(g) 1. Information contained within the office of nental health's
psychiatric services and clinical know edge enhancenent system ( PSYCKES)
and simlar state-managed nental health databases may be disclosed to
aut hori zed personnel engaged in shelter placenent and support services
for individuals who are honeless or at risk of honel essness, provided
that:

(i) such disclosure is limted to information necessary for determn-
ing appropriate shelter placenent and nental health support services;

(ii) the information disclosed conplies with all federal and state
confidentiality laws, including but not linted to the Health |nsurance
Portability and Accountability Act (H PAA);

(iii) aut hori zed personnel accessing such information exercise
conplete privacy, confidentiality, and undergo nental health training as
devel oped by the office of nental health;

(iv) data access is logged, and records are maintained for auditing
purposes to ensure conpliance with all relevant laws, rules, and regu-
lations; and

(v) data access is subject to periodic audits conducted by an over-
sight body to ensure conpliance with privacy protections and to prevent
m suse of infornmation.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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2. The conm ssioner of nental health shall determine by rule or requ-
lation individuals to be qualified as authorized personnel under para-
graph one of this subdivision, and a nethod for determining individuals
who are at risk of honel essness under paragraph one of this subdivision.

8 3. The social services |law is anmended by adding a new section 131-vv
to read as foll ows:

8 131-vv. Shelter placenent protocols and oversight commttee. 1. To
facilitate inplementation of the provisions of subdivision (g) of
section 33.13 of the nental hygiene law, the office of tenporary and
disability assistance, in consultation with the office of nental health,
shal | :

(a) establish witten protocols authorizing shelter placenent and
support workers to access PSYCKES and related nental health databases to
facilitate appropriate shelter placenent decisions and the provision of

support services;
(b) ensure that access under paragraph (a) of this subdivision is

limted to personnel directly involved in shelter placenent and support,
subject to a witten agreenent outlining the scope and limtations of
access;

(c) require all personnel accessing databases under paragraph (a) of
this subdivision to conplete conprehensive training on data confiden-
tiality, nental health support, and traunma-inforned care, as well as
cultural conpetency and bias nmitigation training;

(d) inplenent a nonitoring systemto ensure conpliance with access and
privacy regulations, including penalties for unauthorized access or
m suse of data; and

(e) develop and nmmintain a system for providing non-identifying,
aggregate data to evaluate the effectiveness of PSYCKES access in
inproving shelter placenents and support services.

2. The office of tenporary and disability assistance, in collaboration
with the office of nental health, shall establish an oversight conmttee
to be conprised of representatives from the office of tenporary and
disability assistance, the office of nmental health, privacy advocates,
nental health professionals, shelter providers, and individuals with
lived experience of honelessness. Such comrittee shall npnitor the
inplenentation of this section and the provisions of subdivision (g) of
section 33.13 of the nental hygiene law to address concerns and recom
nend i nprovenents.

3. No later than one year after the effective date of this section
and annually thereafter, the office of tenporary and disability assist-
ance, in collaboration with the office of nental health, shall submt a
report to the legislature detailing the foll ow ng:

(a) the nunber of authorized personnel accessing PSYCKES and rel ated
dat abases;

(b) aggregate data on how access to PSYCKES has inpacted shelter
pl acenent out cones;

(c) instances of data breaches or unauthorized access and corrective
actions taken;

d) recomrendations for inproving the program

4. For the purposes of this section, the term "PSYCKES' neans the
office of nental health's psychiatric services and clinical know edge
enhancenent system

8 4. 1. The office of nental health, in collaboration with the office
of tenporary and disability assistance, shall conduct a review of the
ef fectiveness of the provisions of subdivision (g) of section 33.13 of
the nental hygiene |aw and section 131-vv of the social services |aw, as
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added by sections one and two of this act, focusing on shelter placenent
out conmes, conpliance with privacy |aws, and stakehol der feedback.

2. No later than 3 years after the effective date of this act, the
office of nental health, in collaboration with the office of tenporary
and disability assistance, shall subnmt a report to the |egislature on
its findings under subdivision one of this section, along wth any
recomrendati ons for necessary |egislative action.

8 5. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a |aw. Effective inmediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nmade and
conpl eted on or before such effective date



