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February 13, 2025

Introduced by M of A EPSTEIN, SEAWRI GHT, CLARK, SIMON, COLTON, JACOB-
SON, G BBS, CUNNINGHAM  ZI NERMAN, HEVESI, REYES, RAGA, LEVENBERG
FORREST -- read once and referred to the Cormittee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to tuition assistance
program awar ds for students experienci ng honel essness

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The opening paragraph of item1 of clause (A) of subpara-
graph (i) of paragraph a of subdivision 3 of section 667 of the educa-
tion law, as anmended by section 1 of part DD of chapter 56 of the | aws
of 2021, is anended to read as foll ows:

In the case of students who have not been granted an exclusion of
parental income, who have qualified as an orphan, foster child, [e#]
ward of the court, or honeless for the purposes of federal student
financial aid progranms authorized by Title IV of the H gher Education
Act of 1965, as anended, are deened honel ess under the federal MKin-
ney-Vento Honeless Assistance Act, as anended, or had a dependent for
i ncone tax purposes during the tax year next preceding the academ c year
for which application is nmade, except for those students who have been
granted exclusion of parental incone who have a spouse but no other
dependent :

8§ 2. Section 661 of the education law is anmended by adding a new
subdivision 8 to read as foll ows:

8. Honeless status. The president shall promulgate rules and regu-
lations for a uniformverification nmethod of a student's status as hone-
less to be used for all awards and | cans nmade pursuant to this article.
Such rules and regulations shall utilize the same nmethod of verification
of honel essness as federal student financial aid prograns authorized by
Title 1V of the H gher Education Act of 1965, as anended, or the federa
McKi nney- Vent 0 Honel ess Assi st ance Act.
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8 3. Subdivision 4 of section 663 of the education |aw, as anended by

section 1 of part X of chapter 56 of the laws of 2014, is anended to
read as foll ows:
4. Relinquishing of parental control. In determ ning the anbunt of an

award, the president may, in cases of wunusual and exceptional famly
circumstances warranting such action, recognize an existing condition
wherein parental control has in effect been relinquished by the parents
or others responsible for the applicant, and notw thstanding the
provi sions of subdivision three of this section, the applicant has in
ef fect been emanci pated. Provi ded, however, that students who have qual -
ified as an orphan, foster child, or ward of the court for the purposes
of federal student financial aid progranms authorized by Title IV of the
H gher Education Act of 1965, as anended, or the federal MKinney-Vento
Honel ess Assi stance Act, as anended, shall not be consi dered emanci pat ed
for the purposes of determi ning an award pursuant to section six hundred
sixty-seven of this article. The criteria used in deternmining these
cases of unusual and exceptional fanmly circunstances shall be estab-
lished by the president with the approval of the board of trustees and
the director of the division of the budget.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date on which it shall have beconme a law. Effective i mediately, the
addi tion, amendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary
for the inmplenentation of this act on its effective date are authorized
to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




