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STATE OF NEW YORK

4862

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 6, 2025

Introduced by M of A CUNNINGHAM -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A
GONZALEZ- RQJAS, RAGA, VANEL -- read once and referred to the Committee
on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the general obligations law, in relation to inplenmenting
the "Cassie's | aw'

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "Cassie's | aw'.
§ 2. Article 5 of the general obligations |aw is anended by adding a
newtitle 18 to read as foll ows:
TITLE 18
CERTAI N CONTRACTS RENDERI NG CRI M NAL ASSI STANCE VA D

Section 5-1801. Certain contracts rendering criminal assistance void.

8 5-1801. Certain contracts rendering crininal assistance void. 1. For
the purposes of this section, a person or private entity "renders crim -
nal assistance"” when, wth intent to prevent, hinder or delay the
di scovery or apprehension of, or the lodging of a <crimnal charge
against, an alleged offender who such person or private entity knows or
believes has conmtted a crine or is being sought by law enforcenent
officials for the conm ssion of a crine, such person or private entity
suppresses, by any act of concealnent, alteration or destruction, any
physical evidence which nmight aid in the discovery or apprehension of
such alleged offender or in the lodging of a crimnal charge against
such alleged offender in exchange for nonetary or non-nonetary conpen-

sation.

2. Every undertaking or prom se, whether witten or oral, express or
inmplied, constituting or contained, in any contract or agreenent to
render crimnal assistance between any individual or private entity, 1is

hereby declared to be contrary to public policy and wholly void. The

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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victimof a crinme, who was the subject of the undertaking or pron se,
whether witten or oral, express or inplied, constituting or contained,
in any contract or agreenent to render crimnal assistance between any
individual or private entity, shall have a right of private action
agai nst such individual or private entity.

3. Nothing in this section shall be deened to abrogate or otherw se
limt any right or renedy otherw se conferred by federal or state |aw

4. A cause of action under this section shall be conmenced no | ater
than five years fromthe date a crinme victim discovers, or reasonably
should have discovered, such concealnent of a crine by either a person
or private entity.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




