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February 6, 2025

Introduced by M of A E BROMW, BEEPHAN, M KULIN -- read once and
referred to the Comrittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anmend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to the passing
of stopped school buses

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 20 of section 375 of the vehi-
cle and traffic law, as separately anended by chapters 204 and 221 of
the laws of 1976, is anended to read as foll ows:

(a) For each such ommibus having a seating capacity in excess of
fifteen children, there shall be colored flashing signal |anps conform
ing to regulations prescribed by the comm ssioner on the front and on
the rear thereof, including at |[east one flashing yellow signal lanp on
the front thereof and at |east one flashing yellow signal |anp on the
rear thereof and at |east one flashing red signal Ilanp on the front
thereof and at |east one flashing red signal |anp on the rear thereof.
For each such omi bus having a seating capacity of not nore than fifteen
children, there shall be colored flashing signal |l|anmps conformng to
regul ati ons prescribed by the conm ssioner facing the front and facing
the rear thereof, and at |east one flashing vellow signal lanp facing
the front thereof and at |east one flashing yellow signal |anp facing
the rear thereof and at |east one flashing red signal lanmp facing the
front thereof and at | east one flashing red signal lanp facing the rear
thereof. The driver of every such vehicle shall keep such red signa
lanps I|ighted whenever passengers are being received or discharged or
whenever [he] such driver has stopped within fifty feet to the rear of a
vehicle with such red signal |lanps |ighted, and shall |ight [aH—sothes]
the required flashing yellow signal |anps, as a warning, prior to stop-
ping to receive or discharge passengers in accordance wth regulations
prescri bed by the comn ssioner.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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§ 2. Subdivisions (a) and (c) of section 1174 of the vehicle and traf-
fic law, subdivision (a) as anended by chapter 597 of the |laws of 1990
and subdivision (c) as anended by chapter 433 of the |laws of 2024, are
anended and a new subdivision (e) is added to read as foll ows:

(a) The driver of a vehicle upon a public highway, street or private
road upon neeting or overtaking fromeither direction any school bus
mar ked and equi pped as provided in subdivision twenty of section three
hundred seventy-five of this chapter which has stopped on the public
hi ghway, street or private road for +the purpose of receiving or
di schargi ng any passengers, or which has stopped because a school bus in
front of it has stopped to receive or discharge any passengers, shal
stop the vehicle before reaching such school bus when there is in opera-
tion on [sad] such school bus a flashing yellow signal lanp or a red
visual signal as specified in subdivision twenty of section three
hundred seventy-five of this chapter and [said] such driver shall not
proceed until such school bus resunmes notion, or until signaled by the
driver or a police officer to proceed. For the purposes of this section,
and in addition to the provisions of section one hundred thirty-four of
this chapter, the term "public highway" shall nmean any area used for the
par ki ng of notor vehicles or used as a driveway |ocated on the grounds
of a school or of a board of cooperative educational services facility
or any area used as a neans of access to and egress from such school or
facility.

hundred eighty days of the effective date of the chapter of the |aws of
two thousand twenty-five which anended this subdivision, the conm ssion-
er shall establish a nethod whereby any violation of this section shal
be issued to the operator of the vehicle and not issued to the owner of
such vehicle.

(e) The provisions of this section shall not apply where there is a
divided highway where there is a physical barrier, including, but not
limted to, a creek, barrier or grassy mall between different directions
of travel

§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




