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STATE OF NEW YORK

4519

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 4, 2025

Introduced by M of A FALL -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Tourism Parks, Arts and Sports Devel opnent

AN ACT to direct the departnment of econom c developnent to conduct a
study regardi ng i ncreasing public access to nmuseuns in New York city

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Study. a. The department of economic developnent, in
conjunction wth the enpire state devel opnent corporation, the depart-
ment of education, the office of parks, recreation and historic preser-
vation, the departnent of environmental conservation, the departnent of
state, the New York city departnent of cultural affairs, the New York
city parks departnment, and the New York state council on the arts, is
hereby directed to conduct a conprehensive study on increasing public
access to nuseuns in New York city.

b. The nuseuns that shall be identified in such study operate as and
shall include, but not be linited to the American Miseum of Natura
Hi story, Brooklyn Botanic Garden, Brooklyn Acadeny of Misic, Brooklyn
Children's Museum Brooklyn Museum Miseum of the City of New York, New
York Botanical Garden, New York Hall of Science, Staten Island Miseum
Staten Island Zoo, the Metropolitan Miseum of Art, Wave Hill, Bronx Zoo
Central Park Zoo, New York Aquarium Prospect Park Zoo, and Queens Flor-
ham Par k Zoo.

8 2. Scope. The study shall focus on current barriers to public
access, historical access by the public, Iaws governing free public
access, the financial and operational inpact of increasing public

access, financial support received by museuns from governnental and
other entities, and changes in such financial support since the creation
of these nuseuns. To that end, the topics to be studied shall include
but not be limted to:

a. the financial status of such nuseuns, including assets, sources of
i ncone, endownent portfolios, and expenses;
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b. current policies and practices of such nuseuns regarding public
access, with a focus on |l aws regarding free access and adm ssion;

c. historic and current m ssion, purpose, and operations of such nuse-
uns;

d. enabling legislation and other statutory requirenents regarding
free public access and free adm ssion;

e. historical changes in free access by the public; and

f. historical changes in support by various governnmental entities,
i ncl udi ng operational funding, use and value of |and and buil di ngs owned
by the state or the city of New York

8 3. Report and recommendations. A report of the findings of such
study shall be filed with the governor, the tenmporary president of the
senate, and the speaker of the assenbly no |ater than one year after the

effective date of this act. The report shall include recommendati ons on
i ncreasi ng public access, including expanding free public access, and an
analysis of what neasures will need to be taken to ensure such access

whil e not underm ning the operations or m ssions of the nuseuns.
8 4. This act shall take effect inmediately.



