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STATE OF NEW YORK

416

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

(Prefil ed)
January 8, 2025

Introduced by M of A SH MSKY -- read once and referred to the Comrit-
tee on Real Property Taxation

AN ACT to anend the real property tax law, in relation to assessnent
relief for victins of a local or major disaster in an eligible munici-
pality; to repeal section 467-n of the real property tax law, relating
to assessnent relief for disasters; and to anmend a chapter of the | aws
of 2024 anending the real property tax lawrelating to enacting the
"climate change property tax relief act", as proposed in |legislative
bills nunbers S. 7515-A and A. 7748-B, in relation to the effective-
ness thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 467-n of the real property tax |law, as added by a
chapter of the | aws of 2024 anending the real property tax law relating
to enacting the "climate change property tax relief act", as proposed in
legislative bills nunmbers S. 7515-A and A 7748-B, is REPEALED and a new
section 467-n is added to read as foll ows:

8 467-n. Assessnent relief for disasters. 1. Definitions. For the
pur poses of this section, the following terns shall have the follow ng
neani ngs:

(a) "Eligible municipality" shall nmean a county, a city other than a
city with a population of one mllion or nore, a town, a village, a
school district, or a special district that has been inpacted by a major
or local disaster.

(b) "Eligible property" shall nean residential real property consist-
ing of three or fewer dwelling units that have been inpacted by a nmajor
or local disaster where at |east one of such units had been owner-occu-
pied i mediately before such disaster occurred; provided, however, that
property that has been transferred to a new owner after the occurrence
of the major or local disaster and prior to relief being granted pursu-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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ant to this section shall not be considered eligible property for
pur poses of this section whether or not it is owner-occupied. Were the
| ocal | aw, ordinance or resolution authorizing the exenption explicitly

so provides, the term "eligible property" shall also include a snal
busi ness as defined in section one hundred thirty-one of the econonic
devel opnent |l aw;, provided however, that such eligible property nmust be
occupied by the small business owner; and provided further, that partic-
ipating nunicipalities may provide, via local |law, ordinance or resol-
ution, additional qualifications that a small business nust satisfy to
receive the exenption provided for by this section.

(c) "lInpacted tax roll" shall nean the final assessnent roll that
satisfies both of the following conditions: (i) the roll is based upon a
taxable status date occurring prior to a major or |local disaster; and
(ii) taxes levied upon that roll by or on behalf of a participating
nmunicipality are payable wthout interest on or after the date of the
di saster; provided however, that the interest due from an individua
property owner inpacted by a major or |ocal disaster shall not inpact
such property owner's eligibility for relief pursuant to this section;
and provided further, that the exenption provided for by this section
shall not affect interest or penalties due as the result of a delinquen-
cy.

(d) "Inproved value" shall nean the market value of the real property
inmprovenents prior to the reduction in value resulting from damge
incurred to such inprovenents during a major or local disaster, exclud-
ing the | and.

(e) "local disaster"” shall nean the occurrence or inmmnent, inpending
or urgent threat of wi despread or severe danmage, injury, or loss of life
or property resulting fromany natural or man-made causes, including.
but not limted to, fire, flood., earthquake, hurricane, tornado, high
water, landslide, nmudslide, wind, storm wave action, volcanic activity,
epidenm c, disease outbreak, air contam nation, terrorism cyber event,
blight, drought, infestation., explosion, radiological accident, nuclear
chem cal, biological, or bacteriological release, water contan nation
bridge failure or bridge collapse, occurring in an area or region that
is proclained to be in a local state of energency pursuant to section
twenty-four of the executive law, provided however, where danmages
occurred between January 1, 2020 and six nonths after the effective date
of this section, a local disaster will be presuned to have occurred
pursuant to this paragraph regardless of whether or not a local state of
energency was proclained pursuant to section twenty-four of the execu-
tive law, if:

(i) the occurrence otherwise conforns with the |ocal disaster defi-
nition contained herein; and

(ii) the local law, ordinance or resolution that is adopted authoriz-
ing an exenption pursuant to this section so declares a |ocal disaster
to have occurred during such period for purposes of this section.

(f) "Major disaster" shall nean the occurrence or inmnent, inpending
or urgent threat of wi despread or severe damage, injury, or loss of life
or property resulting fromany natural or nman-nade causes, including,
but not limted to, fire, flood, earthquake, hurricane, tornado, high
water, landslide, nmudslide, wind, storm wave action, volcanic activity,
epidenic, disease outbreak, air contanmnation, terrorism cyber event,
blight, drought, infestation, explosion, radiological accident, nuclear
chem cal, biological, or bacteriological release, water contam nation
bridge failure or bridge collapse, occurring in an area or region that

is subsequently proclained to be inpacted by a state disaster energency
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declared by the governor pursuant to section twenty-eight of the execu-
tive law, or by a major disaster or an energency declared by the presi-

dent of the United States pursuant to chapter sixty-eight of title
forty-two of the United States code.

(g) "Maximum benefit ceiling" shall nean the nmaxi num exenption from
real property taxes expressed in a dollar amunt that an eligible prop-
erty may receive on each tax roll pursuant to this section, as specified
in the local law, ordinance or resolution authorizing the exenption.

(h) "Mninmnum danmage floor" shall nean the mninumloss of assessed
value to an eligible property, expressed as a percentage of the total
assessed value lost that nust be denonstrated in order for the property
to be eligible for an exenption pursuant to this section, as specified
in the local law, ordinance or resolution authorizing the exenption. A
participating nunicipality shall not specify a mninum danmage fl oor
above fifty percent. Where a participating municipality does not specify
a n ni nrum danage floor., the m ni num danmage fl oor shall be fifty percent.

(i) "Participating nunicipality" shall nean an eligible nunicipality
that has passed a local law, ordinance, or resolution to provide assess-
nent relief to owners of eligible properties within such eligible nmuni-
cipality pursuant to the provisions of this section.

(j) "Participating property" shall nean an eligible property in a
participating nmunicipality that is granted assessnent relief pursuant to
this section.

(k) "Total assessed value" shall nmean the total assessed value of the
parcel prior to any and all exenption adjustnents.

2. local option. (a) After a major or |local disaster as defined by
this section, the governing body of an eligible municipality may author-
ize assessnent relief for eligible properties after conducting a public
hearing. by adopting a local law, ordinance or, in the case of a schoo
district, a resolution adopting the provisions of this section.

(b) Such local law, ordinance or resolution shall identify the major
or local disaster or disasters to which it pertains, provided that no
such local |aw, ordinance or resolution shall apply to a major or loca
di saster that occurred prior to January first, two thousand twenty. Such
local law,. ordinance or resolution shall include a deadline by which
applications for relief pursuant to this section nust be subnitted in
order to be considered. If no deadline is specified, such applications
may be submitted until the local |aw, ordinance or resolution authoriz-
ing the exenption is either repealed or anended to specify a deadline.

(c) Such local law, ordinance or resolution may also specify a m ni num
damage floor and a meximum benefit ceiling.

(d) Such local law, ordinance or resolution shall also specify how
nmany prospective tax vears, if any., beyond the inpacted tax roll that
the exenption shall apply for; provided however, that the exenption may
be provided for a maxi mum of four prospective tax vyears following the
inpacted tax roll; and provided further, that such local |aw ordinance
or resolution may provide for a distinct nunmber of years the exenption
shal |l be provided applicable to each danage bracket.

(e) Such local law, ordinance or resolution shall also provide an
address to which assessors shall mail witten notice pursuant to para-
graph (d) of subdivision three of this section.

3. Assessnent relief for disaster victine in an eligible municipality.
(a) Notwithstanding any provision of lawto the contrary, where rea
property is inpacted by a major or |ocal disaster., and such property is
located wthin a participating nunicipality, assessment relief shall be

ranted as foll ows:
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i If a participating nunicipality has elected to provide assessnent
relief for real property that lost at |east ten percent but less than
twenty percent of its inproved value due to a disaster, the assessed

value attributable to the inprovenents shall be reduced by fifteen
percent of the property's inproved value for purposes of the participat-
ing nunicipality on the inpacted tax roll, and for up to four prospec-

tive tax years, as provided for by local |law, ordinance or resolution.

ii) If a participating nunicipality has elected to provi de assessnent
relief for real property that lost at |east twenty percent but less than
thirty percent of its inproved value due to a disaster, the assessed
value attributable to the inprovenents shall be reduced by twenty-five
percent of the property's inproved value for purposes of the participat-
ing nmunicipality on the inpacted tax roll, and for up to four prospec-
tive tax vears, as provided for by local law, ordinance or resolution.

(iii) If a participating nunicipality has elected to provide assess-
nent relief for real property that lost at least thirty percent but |ess
than forty percent of its inproved value due to a disaster, the assessed
value attributable to the inprovenents shall be reduced by thirty-five
percent of the property's inproved value for purposes of the participat-
ing nmunicipality on the inpacted tax roll, and for up to four prospec-
tive tax vears, as provided for by local law, ordinance or resolution.

(iv) If a participating municipality has elected to provide assessnent
relief for real property that lost at least forty percent but less than
fifty percent of its inproved value due to a disaster, the assessed
value attributable to the inprovenents shall be reduced by forty-five
percent of the property's inproved value for purposes of the participat-
ing nunicipality on the inpacted tax roll, and for up to four prospec-
tive tax vears, as provided for by local law, ordinance or resolution.

(v) If the property lost at least fifty but less than sixty percent of
its inproved value due to a disaster, the assessed value attributable to
the inprovenents shall be reduced by fifty-five percent of the proper-
ty's inproved value for purposes of the participating nunicipality on
the inpacted tax roll, and for up to four prospective tax years, as
provided for by local |law, ordinance or resolution.

(vi) If the property lost at least sixty but |less than seventy percent
of its inproved value due to a disaster, the assessed value attributable
to the inprovenents shall be reduced by sixty-five percent of the prop-
erty's inproved value for purposes of the participating nunicipality on
the inpacted tax roll, and for up to four prospective tax years, as
provided for by local |law ordinance or resol ution.

(vii) If the property lost at least seventy but |ess than eighty
percent of its inproved value due to a disaster, the assessed val ue

attributable to the inprovenents shall be reduced by seventy-five
percent of the property's inproved value for purposes of the participat-
ing nunicipality on the inpacted tax roll, and for up to four prospec-

tive tax vears, as provided for by local law, ordinance or resolution.

(viii) If the property lost at least eighty but less than ninety
percent of its inproved value due to a disaster, the assessed val ue
attributable to the inprovenents shall be reduced by eighty-five percent
of the property's inproved value for purposes of the participating nuni-
cipality on the inpacted tax roll, and for up to four prospective tax
vears, as provided for by local law, ordinance or resolution.

(ix) 1If the property lost at least ninety but |less than one hundred
percent of its inproved value due to a disaster, the assessed value
attributable to the inprovenents shall be reduced by ninety-five percent
of the property's inproved value for purposes of the participating nmuni-
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cipality on the inpacted tax roll, and for up to four prospective tax
years, as provided for by local law, ordinance or resolution.

(x) If the property lost one hundred percent of its inproved value due
to a disaster, the assessed value attributable to the inprovenents shal
be reduced by one hundred percent of the property's inproved value for
purposes of the participating nmunicipality on the inpacted tax roll, and
for up to four prospective tax years, as provided for by local [aw,
ordi nance or resolution.

(xi) 1f an eligible property is declared uninhabitable by a |oca
bui I ding inspector or condemmed by the participating nunicipality as a
result of a local or mjor disaster, or the process for nmking such
declaration or condemation is initiated in a participating nunici-
pality, in either case, due to health and safety concerns resulting from
such disaster, irrespective of the m ni mum damage fl oor provided for in
the local law, ordinance or resolution opting into this section, the
participating property shall receive a one hundred percent exenption,
subject to the maxi num benefit ceiling., on the inpacted tax roll, and
for up to four prospective tax years, as provided for by local |aw,
ordi nance or resolution; provided however, that such exenption shal
apply only for the period during which such property is uninhabitable or
condemmed; and provided further, that this subparagraph shall apply only
if alocal law, ordinance or resolution provides that this subparagraph
shall apply.

(xii) The percentage loss in inproved value for this purpose shall be
determined by the assessor in the manner provided by this section,
subject to review by the board of assessnent review

(xiii) Where the assessed value of a property is reduced pursuant to
this section, the difference between the property's assessed val ue and
its reduced assessed value shall be exenpt fromtaxation. No reduction
in assessed value shall be granted pursuant to this section except as
specified above. No reduction in assessed value shall be granted pursu-
ant to this section for purposes of any county, city, town, village,
school district, or special district that has not adopted the provisions
of this section; provided however, that in the case of a town special
district or county special district, the town or county within which
such district is established shall be authorized to pass a local |aw
ordi nance or resolution providing an exenption for the ad valorem|evies
established by such district; and provided further, that for a non-town
or a non-county special district, such special district shall retain the
authority to opt into this section.

(b) To receive such relief pursuant to this section, a property owner
in a participating nunicipality shall subnit a witten request to the
assessor on a formprescribed by the conm ssioner on or before the dead-
line for applying for the exenption, as set forth in the local |aw
ordinance or resolution authorizing the exenption. Such request shal
attach any and all determ nations by the Federal Energency Managenent
Agency, and any and all reports by an insurance adjuster, shall describe
in_ reasonable detail the damage caused to the property by the disaster
and the condition of the property following the disaster, and shall be
acconpanied by supporting docunentation, if available. In addition to
any and all determnations by the Federal Energency Managenent Agency,
and any and all reports by an insurance adjuster, a honeowner nay
provi de evidence of damage to the |ocal assessor as part of the applica-
tion, by subm ssion of any of the following. provided that the |ocal
assessor may take the necessary steps to confirmthe validity of such
docunentation; and provided further, that such local |aw ordi nance, or
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resolution passed pursuant to this section may specify that any or al
docunent categories shall be notarized

(i) assessnent or reassessnent by the eligible county or nmunicipality;

(ii) private appraisal;

(iii) docunentation provided by such homeowner's insurance conpany;

(iv) docunentation provided by a public adjuster as defined in para-
graph two of subsection (g) of section twenty-one hundred one of the
insurance law, if a honmeowner does not mmintain a honmeowner's insurance
policy;

(v) loss verification reports and other records produced by the smal
business adninistration office of disaster assistance;

(vi) photographic and visual docunentation;

(vii) affidavits and other sworn statenents; and

(viii) other governnent records and reports.

(c) Upon receiving such a request, the assessor shall make a finding,
after considering the totality of the evidence and docunentation submt-
ted by a honmeowner, as to whether the property lost at least fifty
percent of its inproved value or, if a participating nunicipality has
elected to provide assessnent relief for real property that lost a |l ess-
er percentage of inproved value such lesser percentage of its inproved
value, as a result of a disaster. The assessor shall thereafter adopt or
classify the percentage |loss of inproved value within one of the follow

ing ranges:
(i) at least ten percent but |ess than twenty percent, provided that

this range shall only be applicable if a participating municipality has
elected to provide assessnent relief for losses within this range;

(ii) at least twenty percent but less than thirty percent. provided
that this range shall only be applicable if a participating municipality
has elected to provide assessnent relief for |osses within this range;

(iii) at least thirty percent but less than forty percent, provided
that this range shall only be applicable if a participating nunicipality
has elected to provide assessnent relief for |osses within this range;

(iv) at least forty percent but less than fifty percent, provided that
this range shall only be applicable if a participating nmunicipality has
elected to provide assessnent relief for losses within this range;

(v) at least fifty percent but |ess than sixty percent;

(vi) at least sixty percent but |ess than seventy percent;

(vii) at least seventy percent but |less than eighty percent;

(viii) at least eighty percent but |ess than ninety percent;

(ix) at least ninety percent but |ess than one hundred percent; or

(x) one hundred percent.

(d) On or before the thirtieth day after the deadline for filing of
applications for exenption pursuant to this section, the assessor shal
nail written notice of such findings to the property owner and the
address for receipt of findings pursuant to the |ocal |aw, ordinance or
resolution passed by a participating nmunicipality. The notice shal
indicate that if the property owner is dissatisfied with these findings,
such property owner may file a conplaint with the board of assessnent
review up until the date specified in such notice, which date shall be
the thirtieth day after the last date for the mailing of such notices.
If any conplaints are so filed, such board shall reconvene upon ten days
witten notice to the property owner and assessor to hear and determ ne
the conplaint, and shall mail witten notice of its deternination to the
assessor and property owner wthin fifteen days of such hearing. The
provisions of article five of this chapter shall govern the review proc-
ess to the extent practicable. For the purposes of this section only.
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the applicant may comrence, within thirty days of namiling of a witten
determination, a proceeding under title one of article seven of this
chapter or, if applicable, under title one-A of article seven of this
chapter. Sections seven hundred twenty-seven and seven hundred thirty-
nine of this chapter shall not apply.

(e) Where property has lost at least fifty percent of its inproved
value or, if a participating municipality has elected to provide assess-
nent relief for real property that lost a | esser percentage of inproved
val ue such | esser percentage, due to a disaster, the assessed value
attributable to the inprovenents on the property on the inpacted assess-
nent roll shall be reduced by the appropriate percentage specified in
paragraph (a) of this subdivision, provided that any exenptions that the
property may be receiving shall be adjusted as necessary to account for
such reduction in the total assessed value. To the extent the total
assessed value of the property originally appearing on such roll exceeds
the amount to which it should be reduced pursuant to this section, the
excess shall be considered an error in essential fact as defined by
subdi vision three of section five hundred fifty of this chapter. The
assessor shall thereupon be authorized and directed to correct the
assessnent roll accordingly or, if another person has custody or contro
of the assessnent roll, to direct such person to make the appropriate
corrections. If the correction is made after taxes are levied but before
such taxes are paid. the collecting officer shall be authorized and
directed to correct the applicant's tax bill accordingly. 1If the
correction is made after taxes are paid, the authorities of each partic-
ipating nunicipal corporation shall be authorized and directed to issue
a refund in the amount of the excess taxes paid wth regard to such
participating nunicipal corporation.

(f) The rights contained in this section shall not otherw se dininish
any other legally available right of any property owner or party who nay
otherwise lawfully challenge the valuation or assessnent of any rea
property or inprovenents thereon. Al remaining rights hereby rennin and
shall be available to the party to whom such rights would ot herw se be
avail able notwithstanding this section.

(g) No exenption nmay be granted to an eligible property pursuant to
this section if the owner of such eligible property has contributed to
such damage through an intentional act.

4. School districts held harml ess. Each school district that is wholly
or partially contained within an eligible county shall be held harm ess
by the state for any reduction in state aid that would have been paid as
tax savings pursuant to section thirteen hundred six-a of this chapter
incurred due to the provisions of this section.

8§ 2. Section 4 of a chapter of the laws of 2024 anmending the rea
property tax lawrelating to enacting the "clinmate change property tax
relief act", as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 7515-A and A
7748-B, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 4. This act shall take effect immediately and shall be deened to
have been in full force and effect on and after January 1, 2020;
provi ded however, that [abatesents] assessnent relief provided pursuant

to this act shall be limted to damages caused by rmajor disasters,
| ocal disasters, or both, [whieh—ocewr+ed] occurring on and after Janu-
ary 1, 2020.

8§ 3. Severability clause. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivi-
sion, section or part of this act shall be adjudged by any court of
conpetent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgnent shall not affect,
impair, or invalidate the renminder thereof, but shall be confined in
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its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section
or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judg-
ment shall have been rendered. It is hereby declared to be the intent of
the legislature that this act wuld have been enacted even if such
invalid provisions had not been included herein.

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately; provided, however, that
section one of this act shall take effect on the same date and in the
sane manner as a chapter of the |aws of 2024 anending the real property
tax law relating to enacting the "climate change property tax relief
act", as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 7515-A and A, 7748-B
t akes effect.



