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STATE OF NEW YORK

4023

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 30, 2025

Introduced by M of A PAULIN -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to reporting pregnhan-
cy losses and clarifying which agencies are responsible for such
reports; and providing for the repeal of certain provisions upon expi-
ration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The title heading of title 5 of article 41 of the public
health | aw, as anended by chapter 436 of the laws of 1967, is anended to
read as foll ows:

[ REG-STRAH-ON-OFEFAL—DEATHS] REPORTI NG OF PREGNANCY LOSS

§ 2. Section 4160 of the public health | aw, as amended by chapter 436
of the Ilaws of 1967, subdivision 2 as anmended and subdivisions 4 and 5
as added by chapter 809 of the laws of 1987 and subdivision 3 as anended
by chapter 552 of the laws of 2011, is anended to read as follows:

8 4160. [FeLaL—death——#eg+sL#aL+en] Pregnancy | oss; reporting. 1.

[FeLaL——deaLh] Preqnancv Ioss is deflned as [deaLh—p%+e#—+@—+he—eenp+e#e

] the loss of a pregnancy at any gestation, as

confirmed by a health care provider licensed pursuant to title eight of
the education law and acting within such health care provider's scope of
practice, including spontaneous niscarriage, still birth, or any term -
nation of pregnancy which is consistent with the requirenents of article
twenty-five-a of this chapter

2. A pregnancy | oss caused by spontaneous niscarriage or still birth
shall be registered within seventy-two hours of the pregnancy loss by

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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electronically filing directly with the departnent of health, a report
of such | oss.

3. A [#etal—+death] pregnancy loss due to an induced term nation of
pregnancy shall be registered within seventy-two hours [a##e#——e*pa+s+en
of—sueh—fetus] of such pregnancy loss if the individual experiencing the
pregnancy loss requests such registration to facilitate disposition of
the products of conception in accordance with section forty-one hundred
sixty-two of this title, by filing directly with the [ecemr-ssioner]
departnent of health, a [eertidiieate] report of such [death] |loss. [ =

agdi-ten—a] Such report [ef—etal—death] shall be [reported] limted to

5-] 4. Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the
di sclosure of information filed pursuant to this section shall be limt-
ed to the [sether] individual who experienced the pregnancy |oss, [he+]
such individual's lawful representative and to authorized personnel of
the departnment. Nothing in this section shall prohibit disclosure of
deidentified information in conpliance with federal reporting require-
nents.

8§ 3. Subdivision 3 of section 4160 of the public health law, as
anended by section two of this act, is anmended to read as follows:

3. A pregnancy loss due to an induced term nation of pregnancy shal
be registered within seventy-two hours of such pregnancy loss if the
i ndi vi dual experiencing the pregnancy |oss requests such registration to
facilitate disposition of the products of conception in accordance with
section forty-one hundred sixty-two of this title, by electronically
filing directly wth the department of health, a report of such | oss.
Such report shall be linted to the information strictly necessary to
facilitate disposition.

8 4. Section 4160-a of the public health | aw, as added by chapter 552
of the laws of 2011, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 4160-a. Certificate of still birth. 1. The departnment, or in the
city of New York, the [beard] New York city departnent of health and
nmental hygiene, shall establish a certificate of still birth. [Fse

] The depart nent,
or inthe city of New York, the New York city departnent of health and
nental hygiene, shall issue a certificate of still birth [te—the—parent

stibi+rth-] upon the request of such parent or parents who experienced
the still birth. If both parents are deceased at the tine of the
[ sttdbiwth] still birth, the [+egist+ar]| departnent, or in the city of
New York, the New York city departnent of health and nental hygiene
shall issue the certificate to, and upon the request of, the |awful
estate representative, the sibling, parent, or parents of the [bi+th]
parents.

2. A certificate issued pursuant to this section shall include such
appropriate information as shall be deternmined by the departnent or if
the stillbirth occurred in the city of New York, by the [beard] New York




OCoO~NOUIRWN P

A. 4023 3

city departnment of health and nental hygi ene, and shall be on a form
establ i shed by the department or [ey—ef] New York [beard] city depart-
ment of health and nmental hygiene which is sinmlar, as applicable, to
the formof a certificate prescribed by section forty-one hundred thirty
of this article relating to a live birth. The departnent, or in the
city of New York, the New York city departnment of health and nenta

hygi ene, shall provide for the subm ssion of such formthrough el ectron-
iC nmeans.

e9de——eF—Lhe+#—des+gneeT—shaLL—+nie#n+] The orOV|der attendlnq the st|l

birth or such provider's designee shall informthe parents in witing,
[ the—parent—or—parents—of—a—stittbornfetus] of the right to receive a
certificate of still birth. Provided, however that if both parents are

deceased at the tine of such stillbirth, then the person shall so inform
the lawful estate representative, sibling, parent or parents of the
[ i+th] parent or parents.

4. The person who prepares a request for a certificate pursuant to
this section shall include thereon the name given to the stillborn fetus
by the parents, if the parent or parents wi sh to include such nane on
such certificate.

5. A certificate issued pursuant to this section shall not constitute
proof of a live birth. Furthernore, such certificate shall not be used
to calculate live birth statistics.

6. Notwi t hstandi ng any ot her provision of this chapter, the parent or
parents may elect to have the disclosure of and access to the infornma-
tion included on such certificate limted to the parents nanmed on the
certificate, their |awful representatlves to authorized personnel of
the department, [ahd—+to—+the—+egistrar] or, in the city of New York,
personnel of the New York city departnment of health and nental hygiene.

7. For the purposes of this section, the term"stillbirth" shall nean
the [ohintended] intrauterine death of a fetus that occurs after the
clinical estimate of the twentieth week of gestation.

8. Acertificate of still birth nmay be requested and issued regardl ess
of the date on which the [fetal—death] pregnancy |l oss certificate was
i ssued.

9. The [regist+ar] departnment, or in the city of New York, the New
York city department of health and nental hygi ene may charge a fee for

the issuance of a certificate wunder this section equal to the fee
authori zed by law for the certification of a birth or death.
10. This section shall apply to the city of New York, notw thstandi ng

seetion forty-one hundred four of this article. [Fep——%he——pe#peees——eﬁ

§ 5. Section 4161 of the public health law, as anended by chapter 436
of the laws of 1967, the section heading and subdivisions 2 and 3 as
anmended by chapter 153 of the laws of 2011, subdivisions 1 and 4 as
anended by chapter 352 of the laws of 2013, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

8§ 4161. [Fe%a#—dea@h] Preqnancv Ioss certlflcates fornmand content;

Heal t h care Drofe53|onals and hosoltal adn1n|strators.
1. The certificate of [fetal—death] pregnancy |oss and the report of
[ Fetal—-death] pregnancy |loss shall contain such information and be in
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such formas the conm ssioner nay prescribe; provided however that
commencing on or after the inplenentati on date under section forty-one
hundred forty-eight of this article, informati on and signatures required
by this subdivision shall be obtained and mnade in accordance wth
section forty-one hundred forty-eight of this article, except that
unl ess requested by the [weran] individual who experienced the pregnancy
loss neither the certificate nor the report of [#fetal—death] pregnancy
| oss shall contain the name of the [wesen] individual, [he+] such indi-
vidual's social security number or any other information, alone or in
conmbi nation, which would permt [he+] such individual to be identified
except as provided in this subdivision. The report shall state that a
certificate of [#etal—death] pregnancy loss was filed with the comms-

sicner and .the .datc of §uch filing. [Ihe—eennLss#enc#fshaLL—de¥e+ep—a

2. In each case where a [physiecian—-or—nurse—practitioner] health care
provider licensed pursuant to title eight of the education |aw and
acting within the scope of such health care provider's practice was in
attendance at or after a [fetal—death] pregnancy loss, it is the duty of
such [ physician—or—nurse—practitioner] health care provider to certify
[+e] the [bi+th—andtothe—cause—of—death—onthefetal—death] pregnancy
loss certificate. [MWere—a—ptse—m-dwte—was—h—attendance—at—a—tetal

I S I I , I it Lt I rth but
he—or—she—shall—npot—certidfy tothe causeof death—onthedetaldeath
Y ]

3. [EeLaL—death] Pregnancy | osses occurring w thout the attendance of
a [ physician—or—purse—practitioner] health care provider as provided in
subdivision two of this section shall be treated as [deaths] occurring
wi t hout nedi cal attendance, as provided in this article.

4. When a [fetal—death] pregnancy |oss occurs in a hospital, except in
those cases where certificates are issued by coroners or nedi cal exam n-
ers, the person in charge of such hospital or [his—er—her] such person's
designated representative shall ensure that the certificate is pronptly

] Dreoared in accordance wAth the pr ovi si ons

of this article and regulations as promul gated by the conm ssi oner of
heal t h.

8 6. Section 4163 of the public health | aw, as added by chapter 589 of
the laws of 1991, is anended to read as foll ows:
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§ 4163. Penalties. Any person who shall release information which
m ght disclose the identity of the [wesar] pregnant person in connection
with a certificate of [fetal—death] pregnancy loss or report of [fetal
death] pregnancy loss in violation of the provisions of this title shal
be subject to a civil penalty not to exceed five thousand dollars for
each such rel ease. Such penalty nmay be recovered in the same nanner as
the penalty provided in section twelve of this chapter.

8§ 7. Section 4162 of the public health law, as anended by chapter 809
of the laws of 1987, is amended to read as foll ows:

§ 4162. [Fetal—deaths] Products of conception; burial and renoval
permts. 1. [A] Upon request a permt shall be [+egui+ed] issued for

the removal, transportation, burial or other disposition of [&essins
Lt , , I b , . _ hvdatidif I

estation] products of conception

2. Such permt shall be issued by the local registrar of the district
in which the [{etal—death] pregnancy | oss occurred upon [ presentaiion]
request by the funeral director [ef—a—+eport—of—Ffetal—death] seeking to
take possession of the products of conception, on the form prescribed by
the comm ssioner. The issuance of such pernit shall be subject to the
provisions of title IV of this article.

8§ 8. This act shall take effect inmmediately; provided, however that
t he amendnments to subdivision 2 of section 4160 of the public health | aw
made by section two of this act shall expire and be deened repeal ed
Sept enber 30, 2026, when upon the provisions of section three of this
act shall take effect.




