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STATE OF NEW YORK

3938

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 30, 2025

Introduced by M of A SMILLEN -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the highway law, in relation to enacting "Al exander John
Smul len Traffic Safety Menorial Law'

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the " Al exander John Snullen Traffic Safety Menorial Law'.

8 2. The highway | aw is amended by adding a new section 24 to read as
fol | ows:

8 24. Menorial sign programfor collision victins. 1. The comnri ssioner
shall establish and adninister a nenorial sign programto publicly nmenp-
rialize the victins of fatal vehicle collisions.

2. As used in this section, "victind neans a person killed in a high-
way collision.

3. A sign designed and posted under this section shall include:

(a) the phrase "Please Don't Drink and Drive", "Please Don't Drive
[npaired". "Please Don't Text and Drive", "Please Don't Speed". "Pl| ease
Buckl e Up", "Please Drive Sober", "Please Drive Safely", "Please Ride
Safely", "Please Watch for Bicyclists", "Please Watch for Mbtorcycl es”
"Pl ease Watch for Pedestrians", "Reckless Driving Costs Lives", "Seat
Belts Save Lives", "Slow Down for Wirkers", or "Stay Alert Drive Safe";

(b) the phrase "In Menory 0" and the nane of one or nore victins in
accordance with the rules pronulgated by the departnent; and

(c) the date of the collision that resulted in the victims death.

4. The sign may include the nanes of nore than one victimso long as
the total length of the nanes does not exceed one |line of text.

5. A person may request that a sign be posted under this section by:

(a) making an application to the departnent on a form prescribed by
the departnent; and
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(b) submtting a fee to the departnent in an anpunt deternmined by the
departnent to help defray the costs of posting the nenorial sign.

6. If the application neets the departnent's requirenents and the
applicant pays the nenorial sign fee, the departnent shall erect a sign.
A sign posted under this section may remnin posted for two years. At the
end of the two-year period the departnent nmay release the sign to the
applicant. The departnment is not required to release a sign that has

been damaged.

7. A sign posted under this section that is danaged shall be renpved
by the departnent. Except as provided in subdivision eight of this

section, the departnent may post a new sign if it has been less than two
vears fromthe posting of the original sign and a person:

(a) subnmits a witten request to the departnent to replace the sign
and

(b) submits a replacenent fee in the anpunt provi ded under paragraph
(b) of subdivision five of this section.

8. During the two-year posting period the departnment shall replace a
sign posted under this section that is damaged because of the depart-
nent' s negligence.

9. The conm ssioner shall pronulgate such rules and requlations as may
be necessary to effectuate the provisions of this section.

10. All signs posted pursuant to this section shall conmply wth al
applicable federal |aw and reqgul ati ons.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have beconme a | aw.




