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STATE OF NEW YORK

3397--A

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 27, 2025

Introduced by M of A RAGA, BEEPHAN -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Veterans' Affairs -- conmittee discharged, bill anended,
ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted to said conmittee

AN ACT to anend the veterans' services law, in relation to revising the
New York state veteran's nenorial and nonunent registry

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 29-a of the veterans' services |law, as added by
chapter 14 of the laws of 2023, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 29-a. [Meterans] New York state veteran's nenorial and nonunent
registry. 1. The New York state veteran's nenorial and nonunent registry
is hereby established and shall be devel oped and maintained by the
departnent [is—direected to—develep—a—veterans—perpral—reghstry—in
consttatioen] in_ collaboration with the director of the New York state
mlitary nmuseum and veterans resource center, the conmi ssioner of the
office of parks, recreation and historic preservation, the conm ssioner
of the office of general services [ard]., the state historian state
archivist, and rel evant agencies and statew de veteran organi zati ons and
| ocal posts and chapters of such veteran organizations as well as munic-
ipal associations. The registry shall be made avail abl e on the depart-
ment's website.

2. The registry shall consist of a searchable and filterable database
of those [weterans] veteran's menorials and nonunents |ocated within the
state submitted pursuant to subdivision three of this section. The
registry shall include, but not be Iinmted to, information regarding the
| ocation, history, significance, and any available images of [a—merBri—
a] such veteran's nenorials and nonunents, and who or what veteran or
battle such nenorial is honoring. Additional information mnay include
hi storical information such as who authorized the erection of such neno-
rial or nonunent and the year of the dedication. Such registry shall be
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searchable and filterable by |location, veteran [e+], conflict, era,
battle, war or any other criteria the state comm ssioner deens rel evant.

3. The state conmi ssioner shall issue, on behalf of the department, a
public request for information for any county, city, town, or village
desiring to have any nmenorial or nonunent |ocated within their munici-
pality listed within the registry. Each county, «city, town|—-—o+] and
village may subnit responses to the department's request for information
at any tine after the request for information has been issued. |ndivid-
ual s and organi zations, including but not limted to, Ilocal veterans'
service agencies staff and nenbers of congressionally chartered veter-
ans' service organi zations nay provi de reconmendations to a municipality
for inclusion in the registry. In responding to the departnment's public
request for information, a nunicipality shall identify [the—srerorial—or]
any nenorials and nonunents it desires to have included in the registry
and submt any information required pursuant to subdivision two of this
section to the departnent. The registry shall be updated pronptly after
the departnent receives submtted nenorial and nonunent information.

8§ 2. Section 4 of the veterans' services lawis anended by adding a
new subdi vision 40 to read as foll ows:

40. To nwke available to all governing bodies of each nunicipality
via, anmong other things, publications on the departnment's website, the
free nobile application established pursuant to subdivision twenty-one
of this section, and |local veterans' service agencies established pursu-
ant to section fourteen of this article, information regarding the New
York State Veteran's Menorial and Monunent Registry established pursuant
to section twenty-nine-a of this article. Such information covered under
this subdivision shall be maintained and updated annually.

8 3. The commissioner of the New York city departnent of veterans
servi ces established pursuant to title thirty-one of the admnistrative
code of the city of New York shall, in consultation with the conm ssion-
er of the New York city departnent of parks established pursuant to
title eighteen of the adm nistrative code of the city of New York,
consi der maki ng submi ssions to the registry pursuant to this act.

8 4. This act shall take effect inmediately.




