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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 15, 2025

Introduced by M of A BERGER -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Governmental QOperations

AN ACT to anend the civil rights law in relation to enacting the
"Honoring Qur Pledge to Elinm nate Anti-Senitism (HOPE) act"

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the "Honoring
Qur Pledge to Elimnate Anti-Semtism (HOPE) act".

8 2. The civil rights law is anended by adding a new section 79-r to
read as foll ows:

8 79-r. Adoption of the International Hol ocaust Renenbrance Alliance
definition of anti-Semitism 1. As used in this section, the follow ng
ternms shall have the follow ng neanings:

(a) "Anti-Semtisnt shall have the sanme neaning as provided for in the
working definition of anti-Semtism adopted by the International Hol o-
caust Renenbrance Alliance (IHRA) on My twenty-sixth, tw thousand
sixteen, and shall include the contenporary exanples of anti-Senitism
set forth therein.

(b) "State agency" shall nean any office, departnent, board, conmm s-
sion, bureau, division, public corporation, agency or instrunentality of
the state.

2. In reviewing, investigating, or deciding whether there has been a
violation of any non-crimnal or crinmnal law, rule, or policy prohibit-
ing discrimnatory acts, a state agency or court shall take into consid-
eration the definition of anti-Semitismas set forth in this section for
pur poses of determ ning whether an alleged act was notivated by discri-
mnatory anti-Semitic intent, including but not Ilimted to clains
brought pursuant to article fifteen of the executive law or article four
hundred eighty-five of the penal [aw.

3. A state agency or court shall apply the sanme legal standard as
applicable to like clains of discrimnation arising under laws of this

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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state, including article fifteen of the executive law or article four

hundred eighty-five of the penal |aw
4., For the purposes of training of state personnel

related to discrim

ination and anti-bias training, the definition

of anti-Senitism

described in this section shall be used as an educati

onal tool to fam|l-

iarize staff and officials with anti-Semtism
5. This section shall not be construed to dimnnish

or infringe upon

any right protected under the first anmendnent t

o the United States

Constitution, or the Constitution of the state of New York, and shall

not be construed to conflict with federal, state,

or local discrim -

nation | aws.
8§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




