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Introduced by M of A CLARK -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Soci al Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to self-attestation
for victins of donmestic violence

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 349-a of the social services |law, as added by
section 36 of part B of chapter 436 of the |aws of 1997, subdivision 2
as anmended by chapter 144 of the |laws of 2021, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

8§ 349-a. Procedures to insure the protection of victins of donmestic
violence. 1. The departnent, after consultation with the office for the
preventi on of donestic violence and statew de donestic viol ence advocacy
groups, shall by regulation establish requirenents for social services
districts to notify all applicants and, upon recertification, recipi-
ents, of procedures for protection fromdomestic violence and the avail -

ability of services. Such notice shall informapplicants and recipients
that the social services district will nake periodic inquiry regarding
t he exi stence of domestic violence affecting the individual. Such

notice shall also informindividuals that response to these inquiries is
voluntary and confidential; provided, however, that information regard-

i ng negl ect or abuse of children will be reported to <child protective
servi ces.
2. Such inquiry shall be performed utilizing a universal screening

formto be developed by the department after consultation wth the
office for the prevention of domestic violence and statew de domestic
vi ol ence advocacy groups. Such screening may be conducted by telephone
or other digital nmeans at the request of the applicant or recipient. An
i ndi vi dual may request such screening at any tinme, and any individua
who at any time self identifies as a victimof donestic violence shal
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be afforded the opportunity for such screening, or alternatively, can
attest to their status as a victimof donestic violence.

3. An individual indicating the presence of domestic violence, as a
result of such screening or attestation, shall be pronptly referred to a
domestic violence |liaison who neets training requirenents established by
the departnent, after consultation with the office for the prevention of
donmestic violence and statew de donestic viol ence advocacy groups.

4. | Fhre—deoresti-e—vi-olehrcelHalsenr——shal-l——assesstheeredi-bi-ty—of—the

ble] referral to a donestic violence liaison, (a) the individual shal

be infornmed of services, which shall be available on a voluntary basis;
and (b) the domestic violence liaison shall conduct an assessment to
determine if and to what extent donestic violence is a barrier to
conmpliance with public assistance requirenents or to enploynent; and (c)
shal | assess the need for waivers of such program requirenments. Such
wai vers shall, to the extent permtted by federal I|aw, include, but not
be limted to, residency requirenments, <child support cooperation
requi rements and enpl oynent and training requirements; provided, howev-
er, that exenptions fromthe sixty nonth linmt on receipt of benefits
under the federal tenporary assistance to needy famlies block grant
program shall be available only when the individual would not be
required to participate in work or training activities because of an

i ndependently verified physical or nental inpairnent resulting from
domestic violence, anticipated to last for three nonths or |longer, or if
the individual is wunable to work because of the need to care for a

dependent child who is disabled as a result of donestic violence.
Provi ded, however, that pursuant to section one hundred forty-two of the
wel fare reformact of 1997 victins of donestic violence may be exenpted
fromthe application of subdivision two of section three hundred forty-
nine of this article on the basis of hardship.

[6<] 5. Wiivers granted pursuant to subdivision [H-] four of this
section shall be provided pursuant to [a—de%e#n%na#+en—eﬁ—geed—eause] an
individual's self-attestation as a victimof donestic violence in cases
where conpliance with such requirements would make it nore difficult for
the individual or the individual's <children to escape from donestic
viol ence, or subject the individual, or the individual's children, to
further risk of donestic violence. Such waivers shall be for an initial
period of no |less than four nmonths; provided, however, that all such
wai vers shall be subject to on-going review of the individual's circum
stances by the donestic violence liaison, and may be extended, nodified
or ternminated in accordance therewith. An individual nmay decline a waiv-
er or termnate an existing waiver at any tinme w thout penalty.

[+] 6. Information with respect to victinms of donestic violence shal
not be released to any outside party or parties or other governnental
agencies unless the information is required to be disclosed by law, or
unl ess authorized in witing by the applicant or recipient.

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.




