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STATE OF NEW YORK

1815

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 14, 2025

Introduced by M of A STECK, K BROM -- read once and referred to the
Conmi ttee on I nsurance

AN ACT to anend the insurance law and the social services law, in
relation to requiring health insurers to provide coverage for non-o-
pioid treatnents utilized for pain nmanagenent

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subsection (i) of section 3216 of the insurance lawis
amended by addi ng a new paragraph 40 to read as foll ows:

(40) (A) Every policy which provides nedical. major nedical, or simn-
lar _conprehensive type coverage shall include coverage for non-opioid
treatnments utilized for pain nmanagenent.

(B) As used in this paragraph "non-opioid treatnents utilized for pain
managenent” shall include, but not be limted to:

(i) a drug or biological product that is indicated to produce anal ge-
sia wthout acting upon the body's opioid receptors that has denon-
strated the ability to replace, reduce, or avoid opioid use or the quan-
tity of opioids prescribed; or

(ii) an inplantable, reusable, or disposable nedical device for the
intended use of managing or treating pain that has denonstrated the
ability to replace, reduce, or avoid opioid use or the quantity of
opi oi ds prescribed.

(C) Coverage provided under this paragraph may be subject to annua
deducti bl es and co-insurance as deened appropriate by the superintendent
and that are consistent with those inposed on other benefits wthin a
given policy.

§ 2. Subsection (I) of section 3221 of the insurance |aw i s anmended by
addi ng a new paragraph 23 to read as foll ows:

(23) (A) Every group or blanket policy which provides nedical, najor
nedical, or sinilar conprehensive type coverage shall include coverage
for non-opioid treatnents utilized for pain nanagenent.

(B) As used in this paragraph "non-opioid treatnents utilized for pain
managenent” shall include, but not be limted to:
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i a drug or biological product that is indicated to produce anal ge-
sia without acting upon the body's opioid receptors that has denon-
strated the ability to replace, reduce, or avoid opioid use or the quan-
tity of opioids prescribed; or

(ii) an inplantable, reusable, or disposable nedical device for the
intended use of nmmnaging or treating pain that has denpbnstrated the
ability to replace, reduce, or avoid opioid use or the quantity of
opi oi ds prescribed.

C) Coverage provided under this paragraph nay be subject to annua
deducti bl es and co-insurance as deened appropriate by the superintendent
and that are consistent with those inposed on other benefits within a
given policy.

8§ 3. Section 4303 of the insurance lawis anended by adding a new
subsection (w) to read as foll ows:

(w) (1) Every contract issued by a nedical expense indemity corpo-
ration, hospital service corporation. or health service corporation
which provides nedical, nmajor nedical, or simlar conprehensive type
coverage shall include coverage for non-opioid treatnents utilized for
pai n _nmanagenent.

(2) As used in this subsection "non-opioid treatnents utilized for
pai n managenent" shall include, but not be linmted to:

(A) a drug or biological product that is indicated to produce anal ge-
sia wthout acting upon the body's opioid receptors that has denon-
strated the ability to replace, reduce, or avoid opioid use or the guan-
tity of opioids prescribed; or

(B) an inplantable, reusable, or disposable nedical device for the
intended use of nmanaging or treating pain that has denpnstrated the
ability to replace, reduce, or avoid opioid use or the quantity of
opi oi ds prescribed.

(3) Coverage provided under this subsection nmay be subject to annua
deducti bl es and co-insurance as deened appropriate by the superintendent
and that are consistent with those inposed on other benefits wthin a
given policy.

8 4. The social services law is anended by adding a new section 365-q
to read as foll ows:

8 365-qgq. Provision of alternative treatnent for pain managenent. 1.
The conmmissioner shall establish standards and guidelines for the
provision of non-opioid treatnents utilized for pain nanagenent under
the nedical assistance program In establishing such standards and
gui delines, the conmm ssioner shall consult with providers of non-opioid
treatnments utilized for pain nmanagenent and other interested parties.

2. For purposes of this title, "non-opioid treatnents utilized for
pai n managenent" shall include, but not be linted to:

(a) a drug or biological product that is indicated to produce anal ge-
sia wthout acting upon the body's opioid receptors that has denon-
strated the ability to replace, reduce, or avoid opioid use or the quan-
tity of opioids prescribed; or

(b) an inplantable, reusable, or disposable nedical device for the
intended use of nanaging or treating pain that has denonstrated the
ability to replace, reduce, or avoid opioid use or the quantity of
opi oi ds prescribed.

8§ 5. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have become a law, and shall apply to all policies and
contracts issued, renewed, nodified, altered or anmended on or after such
dat e.




