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STATE OF NEW YORK

1314

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 9, 2025

Introduced by M of A GICK COTON, OIS, LEE -- read once and
referred to the Committee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to the
prevention and nmitigation of marine and coastal debris

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Article 13 of the environnental conservation |aw is amended
by adding a newtitle 9 to read as foll ows:
TITLE 9
MARI NE AND COASTAL DEBRI' S PREVENTI ON AND M TI GATI ON
Section 13-0901. Declaration of policy.
13-0903. Definitions.
13-0905. Responsibilities of the departnent.
8 13-0901. Declaration of policy.

It is declared to be the public policy of this state to protect,
preserve and restore its marine and coastal waters and to prevent and
mtigate their despoliation by narine and coastal debris, in order to
nmaintain healthy coastal and ocean ecosystens and the benefits they
provide to comrunities.

8 13-0903. Definitions.

1. "Marine and coastal debris" shall nmean any persistent solid materi-
al that is manufactured or processed, and directly or indirectly, inten-
tionally or unintentionally, disposed of or abandoned in the waters of
the marine and coastal district, including debris that has been dunped,
swept, or blown off commercial and fishing vessels, or stationary plat-
fornme at sea, including but not linmted to ghost gear, and debris that
has been generated on |and and bl own, swept, or washed out to marine and
coastal waters.

2. "Ghost gear" shall nean |l ost or abandoned fishing gear, including
fishing nets, fishing lines, crab pots, shrinp pots, |obster pots or
traps, fish or eel pots, and other commercial and recreational fishing

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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equi pnent, but shall not include | ost or abandoned vessels or structura
conponents thereof.

3. "Eligible recipients”" shall nean not-for-profit corporations
located within New York state with the purpose of pronoting sport fish-
ing, increasing participation in recreational angling, increasing public
awareness and appreciation of aquatic natural resources., encourading
conservation of fisheries resources, or pronmbting research related to
sport fishing, recreational angling. or aquatic natural resources.

8§ 13-0905. Responsibilities of the departnent.

1. The departnent shall prepare and annually update a narihe and coas-
tal debris action plan. Such plan shall be developed in consultation
with relevant stake holders including, but not linmted to, the depart-
nent of state and the office of parks, recreation and historic preserva-
tion, the marine resources advisory council established pursuant to
section 13-0350 of this article, |ocal governnents, eligible recipients,
hol ders of commercial and recreational fishing |icenses, organizations
of sporting enthusiasts and persons concerned with environnental issues
and animal welfare.

2. Such plan shall include an assessnent of the extent of narine and
coastal debris and its inpact on resources in marine and coastal waters,
shall evaluate and prioritize nmeasures to identify, prevent and nmitigate

the inpacts of such debris, and shall identify best practices in the
prevention, identification and nmtigation of marine and coastal debris.
In addition, each annual update shall include infornation and data on

progress in acconplishing the objectives of the prior year's plan and on
activities undertaken or supported by the departnent pursuant to subdi -

visions three and four of this section and any pilot projects initiated
pursuant to subdivision five of this section.

3. The departnent shall: (a) to the extent feasible, make its facili-
ties in comunities adjacent to or within marine and coastal waters
available to organizations and entities involved in identification,
prevention, mtigation and renoval and recycling or other renediation of
marine debris to facilitate plan inplenentation; and (b) to the extent
funds are available therefor, support and assist such organizations and
entities in efforts to inplenent the plan.

4. The departnent shall, at a mininmum provide information on report-
ing the |ocation of ghost gear when issuing any commercial license for
fishing in nmarine and coastal waters, shall publish such infornmation in
any departnent-generated guide or map for saltwater fishing, and shal
include toll-free nunbers and links to websites of organi zations that

accept reports of such locations on its website and on any nobile appli -
cation for hunting, fishing and wildlife information supported by the

depart nent.

5. To extent that funds are available for such purposes, the depart-
nent shall provide grants to eligible recipients to operate one or npbre
pilot projects in each of the following areas: (a) identification
renoval and, to the extent feasible, recycling of ghost gear; (b) npno-
filanent fishing line recycling; and (c) beach debris cleanup.

8 2. Section 13-0503 of the environmental conservation |aw is anmended
by adding a new subdivision 5 to read as foll ows:

5. The board may advise and assist the departnent in the exercise of
its responsibilities under title nine of this article.

8 3. Subdivision 1 of section 11-0323 of the environnental conserva-
tion |l aw, as anended by chapter 330 of the laws of 2014, is amended to
read as foll ows:
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1. The departnent shall conpile and i ndex each year after the adjourn-
ment of the legislature the laws relating to fish and wildlife, as well
as invasive species (as defined in section 9-1703 and 9-1710 of this
chapter), as anended to date. In addition, information on reporting the
location of ghost gear, including toll-free nunbers and website |inks,
shall also be included. Copies of the conpilation shall be printed in
panphl et form of pocket size in the number for which the |egislature nay
appropriate funds.

8 4. This act shall take effect inmediately; provided, however, that
the initial marine debris action plan shall be issued not later than 15
months after the date on which this act shall have becone a | aw




