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STATE OF NEW YORK

1229--B

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 9, 2025

Introduced by M of A R CARROLL, COLTON, REYES, BI CHOTTE HERMELYN
VEPRI N, SEAWRI GHT, SI MONE, EPSTEI N, BURDI CK, STECK, DAVI LA, ROSENTHAL,
SHI MSKY, MAMDANI , BORES, LEVENBERG KELLES -- read once and referred

to t he Conmittee on Environnental Conservation -- conmittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted
to said conmttee -- committee discharged, bill anended, ordered

reprinted as anended and recommitted to said comrttee

AN ACT to anend the environmental conservation law, in relation to
protecting wol ves; and providing for the repeal of such provisions
upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The environnental conservation |aw is amended by adding a
new section 11-0541 to read as foll ows:
8§ 11-0541. Protection of wolves.

1. All wild canids taken in the state shall be reported to the depart-
nent in a manner to be deternmined by the departnent. For purposes of
this section, "wild canids" shall nmean coyotes and wolves, including
canids that when taken were thought to be coyotes but which subsequent
genetic analysis revealed to be wol ves.

2. WIld canids that are taken, that have a weight greater than fifty
pounds or that neet additional criteria established by the departnent in
regulation, shall be subnitted to the departnent, in a nanner prescribed

by the departnent in regulation. Such regul ations shall ensure the
anonynity of all personal identifying information., excluding information
relating to the location of taking. WId canids subnitted shall be

subject to genetic analysis, paid for by the departnent, to determn ne
the genetic conposition of the animal. Such analysis shall be conducted
by a reputable l|aboratory that has prior experience genotyping hybri -
di zed Canis populations in the eastern United States. The results of any

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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anal ysis perforned shall pronptly be provided to the public by posting
on the departnent's website.

3. The departnent nmy also accept for genetic analysis a wild canid
neeting the criteria in subdivision two of this sectionthat is volun-
tarily submtted, in a mnmanner prescribed by the departnent, to the
departnent by any person.

4. In the event that the departnent determ nes, based on genetic anal -
ysis or other scientific nethod, that a wild canid taken or found in the
state is a wlf, the departnment shall deternmine the |ocation where the
wolf was taken or found. In the event the departnent deternines that
there is reasonable likelihood that there nmay be one or nore additiona
wolves in the vicinity where the wolf was taken or found, it may take or
institute such neasures consistent with its existing authority that it
deens necessary to ensure the protection of such additional wolf or
wol ves.

5. No later than April first, two thousand twenty-eight, the depart-
ment shall submit to the legislature a report on the status of wolves in
the state, based on data collected by or submitted to the departnent and
such other nethods as determ ned appropriate by the departnent, and a
recommendation as to whether the wild canid testing program should be
conti nued. The status report shall also be posted on the departnent's
website.

6. The departnment shall nodify, and update as necessary, the syllabus
required under subdivision two of section 11-0323 of this article, to
include the legal protections for wolves, the testing and reporting
requirenents for wild canids under this section, and how to distinguish
a wlf froma coyote when a hunter or trapper is in the field.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect January 1, 2026 and shall expire and
be deened repeal ed January 1, 2029. Effective imediately, the addition,
amendnent, and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the
i mpl ementation of this act on its effective date is authorized to be
made and conpl eted on or before such date.




