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STATE OF NEW YORK

1185--A

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 9, 2025

Introduced by M of A TAPIA DAVILA DI NOWNTZ, SEAWRI GHT, HYNDWAN - -
read once and referred to the Conmittee on CGovernnental Operations --
committee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as anended and
recommtted to said conmittee

AN ACT to anend the public authorities law, in relation to establishing
alithiumion battery safety program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1854 of the public authorities law is amended by
addi ng a new subdi vision 27 to read as foll ows:

27. Llithiumion battery safety program (a) For purposes of this
subdi vision, the following terns shall have the follow ng neanings:

(i) "Lithiunmtion battery" nmeans a storage battery in which an elec-
trical current is generated by lithium ions enbedded in a carbon
graphite or nickel netal-oxide substrate placed in a high-viscosity
carbonate m xture or gelled polyner electrolyte

(ii) "Delivery service worker" neans an individual who perfornms pick-
up, transportation. and delivery of food, goods, or packages for conpen-
sation, whether through an app-based platform a third-party network, or
direct enploynent by a business offering delivery services.

(iii) "Powered nobility device" neans a bicycle with electric assist
as defined by section one hundred two-c of the vehicle and traffic | aw
an electric scooter as defined by section one hundred fourteen-e of the
vehicle and traffic law, a limted use npotorcycle as defined by section
one hundred twenty-one-b of the vehicle and traffic law, which is
powered wholly or partially by an electric nptor, an electric persona
assistive nobility device as defined in section one hundred fourteen-d
of the vehicle and traffic law or other personal npbility device
equi pped with a lithiumion or other storage battery, including but not
limted to, a skateboard, unicycle, or other sinmilar wheel ed device.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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(iv) "Accredited testing |aboratory" neans a nationally recognized
testing laboratory as recognized by the federal occupational safety and
health administration or an independent |aboratory that has been certi -
fied by an accrediting body to |1SO 17025 or |1SO 17065.

(v) "Programt neans the program devel oped pursuant to paragraph (b) of
this subdivision

(b) No later than one year after the effective date of this subdivi-
sion, the authority, in collaboration with the departnent of environ-
nental conservation and any other appropriate agency, shall devel op and
adninister a programto provide rebates for new lithiumion batteries,
and to provide newlithiumion batteries at a reduced cost in exchange
for used lithiumion batteries, to delivery service workers for powered
nobility devices at reduced cost or no cost to eligible individuals;
provi ded. however., that such rebates or cost reductions shall cover no
nore than fifty-five percent of the cost of such lithiumion batteries.

(c) Individuals wutilizing power nobility devices solely for recre-
ational purposes shall not be eligible for the program

(d) Delivery service workers earning above three hundred percent of
the federal poverty level shall not be eligible for the program

(e) The program shall include either rebates or the exchange of new
lithiumion batteries at a reduced cost for used lithiumion batteries,
pursuant to paragraph (b) of this subdivision.

(f) To be eligible for a rebate or reduced cost lithiumion battery
under the program a delivery service worker applying to such program
shal | :

(i) have earned at |least one thousand five hundred dollars over the
twel ve nonths preceding the application subnission period as a delivery
service worker:;

(ii) own an eligible powred npbility device that is in operable
condi tion;

(iii) be at |east eighteen years of age; and

(iv) reside in New York state.

(g) Wthin one year of the effective date of this subdivision, the

authority shall inplenent and adnminister this subdivision including
promulgating rules relating to the forns required to claima rebate or
exchange a used lithiumion battery for a reduced cost lithiumion
battery, the required docunentation for establishing eligibility, proce-
dures and quidelines for claining a rebate or exchanging a lithiumion

battery for a reduced cost lithiumion battery, and the collection of
econom c inpact data fromapplicants and any other requirenents the
authority deens necessary.

(h) Al new batteries provided at a reduced cost pursuant to the
program shall be certified by an accredited testing laboratory for
conpliance with a battery standard referenced in UL 2849, UL 2271, UL
2272 or EN 15194, or such other safety standard approved by the depart-
nent of state pursuant to regulation. Such certification or the |ogo.
wordnmark, or name of such accredited testing laboratory shall be
di spl ayed on packaging or docunentation at the tinme of sale for a prod-
uct or directly on such product itself.

(i) The authority shall collaborate with relevant agencies to develop
and distribute educational materials and conduct outreach efforts to
informeligible individuals about the program and the application proc-
ess for its services.

(j) No later than April first, two thousand twenty-six, and annually
thereafter, the authority shall issue a report to the governor, the
tenporary president of the senate, and the speaker of the assenbly
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detailing the status of the program Such report shall at a mininum
include:

(i) the anmpunt of funding dedicated by the authority for the program
in the preceding vear:;

(ii) the nunber of rebates awarded;

(iii) the nunber of exchanges provided;

(iv) the ampunt and geographic distribution of rebates; and

(v) any other information the authority deens necessary.

§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.




