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STATE OF NEW YORK

10477

| N ASSEMBLY

March 6, 2026

Introduced by M of AL CRUZ -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Heal th

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to the statew de
advance care planning public awareness canpaign and to establish a
communi ty- based advance care planning outreach grant program and
maki ng an appropriation therefore

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "Serious Illness Care Equity Act".

8 2. Legislative findings and purpose. The |legislature finds that
advance care planning is essential to ensuring that individuals wth
serious illness receive care aligned with their values, preferences, and
goals. Although chapter 406 of the |laws of 2022 authorized a statew de
advance care planning public awareness canpai gn, such a canpaign has
nei t her been funded nor inplenented. The purpose of this act is to oper-
ationalize that authority, expand equitable access to advance care plan-
ning education, and establish a community-based outreach grant program
to address persistent racial, cultural, and linguistic disparities.

8 3. Paragraph (e) of subdivision 1 of section 207 of the public
health law, as anended by chapter 406 of the |laws of 2022, is anmended
and a new paragraph (e-1) is added to read as foll ows:

(e) (i) The conmi ssioner shall establish a statewi de advance care
pl anni ng canpai gn to:

[£5] (1) pronote public awareness of hospice and palliative care
services[+]. and palliative care options for patients with a ternina
illness or condition;

[6-9] (2) informthe public of the inportance of advance care pl an-
ning and the individual's right to direct and participate in health care
deci sions affecting the individual;

[ -] (3) educate individuals on the tools available to ensure their
health care decisions are honored; and

[6~9] (4) highlight the need and inportance for consumers and
patients to have an advance directive, particularly a health care proxy,

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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and the need and inportance for health care providers to play a | eader-
ship role in discussing end-of-life care preferences and values wth
patients and to provide patients with health care proxy forns.

(ii) The departnent shall inplenent the statew de advance care plan-
ning public awareness canpaign authorized pursuant to this paragraph
both directly and via the community-based outreach grants authorized
pursuant to paragraph (e-1) of this subdivision. Such canpaign shal
include statewide nedia outreach in multiple |anguages; culturally
tail ored nmessaging for underserved conmunities; dissenmination of wit-
ten, digital, and broadcast educational materials; devel opnent of tools
to support advance directives and serious illness decision-naking; and
enhancenent of digital navigation resources.

(e-1) (i) The departnent shall establish a comunity-based advance
care planning outreach grant programto fund not-for-profit conmunity-
based organi zations, faith-based organizations, including but not limt-
ed to imm grant-serving organi zations, and other trusted conmunity part-
ners to conduct advance care planning education, outreach, and
navi gati on.

(ii) The departnent shall enter into an agreenent with an adninistra-
tor to administer the grants and provide oversight of the community-
based advanced care planning outreach grant program

(iii) "Adninistrator" shall nean a statew de nenbership not-for-profit
organi zation whose prinary mssion is to pronote access to quality end
of life care and that is contracted by the departnent.

(iv) Gant funds may be used for multilingual and culturally appropri-
ate educational materials; advance care planning navigator prograns;
home- based counseling and education; comunity workshops, outreach
events, and public engagenent activities; and partnerships with hospice
prograns, palliative care providers and health care systens.

(v) Gantees shall report to the admnistrator and the departnent on
neasurabl e outcones, including but not limted to the nunber of individ-
uals reached, advance care planning conversations facilitated, and
advance directives or related docunents conpleted or supported.

(vi) The departnent shall submt an annual public report to the gover-
nor and the legislature evaluating canpaign reach, grant program
outcones, and recommendations to inprove equitable access to advance
care pl anni ng.

8 4. The sumof ten mllion dollars ($10,000,000), or so rmuch thereof
as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the departnment of health
out of any noneys in the state treasury in the general fund to the cred-
it of the community based advance-care pl anni ng outreach grant program
not otherwi se appropriated, and nmade immediately available, for the
purpose of carrying out the provisions of this act. Such noneys shall be
payabl e on the audit and warrant of the conmptroller on vouchers certi-
fied or approved by the conm ssioner of health in the manner prescribed
by | aw.

§ 5. Severability clause. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivi-
sion, section or part of this act shall be adjudged by any court of
conpetent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect,
impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in
its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section
or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judg-
ment shall have been rendered. It is hereby declared to be the intent of
the legislature that this act would have been enacted even iif such
i nvalid provisions had not been included herein.

§ 6. This act shall take effect immediately.




