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STATE OF NEW YORK

10352

| N ASSEMBLY

February 26, 2026

Introduced by M of A GICK -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Environnmental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environmental conservation law and the agriculture
and markets law, in relation to enacting the "l ead-free gane donation
act"

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "l ead-free gane donation act".

8§ 2. Legislative findings. The legislature finds that:

1. Lead is a potent neurotoxin; no level of exposure is considered
safe for humans. Children and pregnant people are npst at risk.

2. Scientific studies and public health reviews have denonstrated that
game taken wth | ead-based amunition contains small, w dely dispersed
| ead fragnents.

3. Recipients of charitable food donations, often the neediest New
Yorkers, should not bear the risk of |ead contam nation in donated gane.

4. Chapter 358 of the laws of 2025 expanded | awful participation in
archery seasons, including through the use of crossbows.

5. Encouragi ng the continuing growth of the use of non-lead amunition
is consistent with existing departnment of environnental conservation
outreach programs, and aligns wth New York's broader wildlife and
public health goals.

8 3. Paragraph d of subdivision 9 of section 11-0917 of the environ-
mental conservation |aw, as anended by chapter 468 of the laws of 2011
is amended to read as follows:

d. Gane legally taken may be donated to, and possessed, prepared and
distributed by a charitable or not-for-profit organi zati on which serves
or distributes food wi thout cost to the poor or needy. Gane or packages
of gane donated pursuant to this paragraph shall, notw thstanding the
requi rements for tagging and |abelling of gane contained in paragraph b
of subdivision [8] five of section 11-0911 of this title, be tagged,
| abel I ed or marked "not for sale" and such tag, |abel or marking shal
identify the type of neat, the nethod used to take the ganme and the
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category of ammunition if so used, the license nunber of the taker, the
nane and address of the professional processor of the ganme and the date
of processing. The departnment shall meke avail able instructions for the
safe and sanitary preparation of ganme, a |ist of professional processors
where potential donors may take their gane for preparati on and packagi ng
and a |list of charitable or not-for-profit organizati ons which accept
donations of gane. Professional processors, charitable and not-for-pro-
fit organizations my notify the departnent of their intention to
participate in such distribution, and the departnment shall include them
inits lists unless good cause otherw se exists.

§ 4. Section 11-0917 of the environnmental conservation law is anmended
by adding a new subdivision 11 to read as foll ows:

11. a. For purposes of this subdivision, "lead anmunition” shall nean
any ammunition that contains one or nore percent of |ead by weight.

b. Gane taken by firearmusing |l ead anmunition shall be ineligible for
donation, distribution, or service for human consunption in New York
state.

C. The conmissioner, in consultation with the conm ssioner of health,
may devel op, update, and nake public on the departnment's website, a list
of ammunition that is recognized as non-lead ammnition

d. Nothing in this subdivision shall prohibit gane taken by archery,
or by firearm using non-lead ammunition, from being eligible for
donation, distribution, or service.

§ 5. Section 71-z of the agriculture and markets law is amended by
addi ng a new subdivision 4 to read as foll ows:

4. Subdivision one of this section shall not apply to donations or
distributions of gane or wild gane taken by firearm with lead amuni-
tion, as defined by subdivision eleven of section 11-0917 of the envi-
ronnental conservation |aw Provi ded, however, that nothing in this
subdi vision shall prevent subdivision one of this section from applying
to donations or distributions of ganme or wild gane taken by archery, or
by firearmwith non-lead ammunition

8§ 6. This act shall take effect two years after it shall have becone a
law. Effective inmedi ately, the addition, amendnment and/or repeal of any
rule or regulation necessary for the inplenmentation of this act on its
effective date are authorized to be nade and conpleted on or before such
effective date.




