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STATE OF NEW YORK

10331

| N ASSEMBLY

February 20, 2026

Introduced by M of A ANDERSON -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Covernmental COperations

AN ACT to anend the executive |law and the New York city charter, in
relation to enacting the "Census Enunmerator Navigation Safety for
Uni npeded Surveyi ng Act"

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the "Census
Enumer at or Navi gation Safety for Uni npeded Surveying Act".

8§ 2. Legislative intent. Federal |aw establishes a right of access for
census enunerators but provides limted nechanisnms for routine enforce-
ment, gui dance, and accountability at the state and |ocal |evel. Thi s
act supplenents federal |aw by establishing civil enforcenent tools,
coordi nation, and transparency to ensure census access is effectively
inplemented in New York State. To facilitate | awful access for census
enunerators, protect themfrom obstruction or harassment, and inprove
census accuracy through state-level coordination and conpliance neas-
ur es.

8 3. The executive law is anended by adding a new section 171-b to
read as fol |l ows:

8 171-b. Census enunerator access. 1. During an official enuneration
period established by the United States Census Bureau, enunerators who
present valid federal-issued or state-issued credentials shall be
af f orded reasonable access to common areas of nmulti-unit residential
buildings for the purpose of conducting authorized census activities.
Such access shall be granted during the days and hours enunerators are
authorized to mmke in-person inquiries for the purposes of collecting
census infornnation.

2. (a) The office of the attorney general, in consultation wth the
New York Regional Ofice of the United States Census Bureau after
appoi ntment pursuant to section twenty-v of the New York City Charter
shall prepare and issue guidance to building owners, nanagi hg agents,
and building staff regarding recognition of valid enunerator creden-
tials. Such guidance shall be available to the public on the website of
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the attorney general, on the website of the New York Regional Office of
the United States Census Bureau, and in witten form upon reqguest.

(b) To the extent not in violation of federal [aw, the departnment of
state shall develop a voluntary state-issued verification resource or
training materials to assist building staff in identifying authorized
enunerators and reducing confusion during enuneration periods.

3. The attorney general shall enforce the provisions of this section
Any person who or entity that intentionally obstructs, harasses, or
interferes with an enunerator performing the enunerator's officia
duties pursuant to this section shall be subject to a civil penalty of
up to two hundred dollars per violation. Such penalty shall be in addi-
tion to any applicable federal penalties. Mneys collected fromsuch
penalties shall be deposited in the general fund to the credit of the
New York Regional Ofice of the United States Census Bureau to be used
for education. conpliance and outreach activities regarding the census.

4. The office of the attorney general shall establish a process for
the filing of conplaints regarding violations of this section. Alisting
of all substantiated conplaints shall be available to the public on the
website of the attorney general

5. The attorney general is authorized to promulgate rules and requ-
| ations necessary for the inplenentation of this section.

6. Nothing in this section shall be construed to conflict with, limt
or preenpt federal census law or to authorize entry into individua
dwelling units without consent.

§ 4. Section 20-t of the New York city charter, as added by added by
| ocal |aw nunber 9 of the city of New York for the year 2026, is renum
bered section 20-v.

8 5. Subdivision d of section 20-v of the New York city charter, as
renunbered by section four of this act, is anmended by addi ng a new para-
graph 6 to read as foll ows:

6. Consult with the office of the attorney general to prepare and
issue guidance to building owners, managi ng agents, and building staff
regarding recognition of valid enunerator credentials as provided in
section one hundred seventy-one-b of the executive |aw and nmake such
gui dance available on its website.

8§ 6. Severability. |If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision,
section or part of this act shall be adjudged by any court of conpetent
jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect, inpair, or

i nval i date the renmi nder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation
to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or part thereof
directly involved in the controversy in which such judgnent shall have
been rendered. It is hereby declared to be the intent of the legislature
that this act would have been enacted even if such invalid provisions
had not been included herein.

8 7. This act shall take effect immediately.



