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STATE OF NEW YORK

10260

| N ASSEMBLY

February 12, 2026

Introduced by M of A SANTABARBARA -- read once and referred to the
Committee on People with Disabilities

AN ACT to anmend the nmental hygiene law, in relation to enacting the
"Prader-WIIli syndrome residential stabilization and best-practice
support act"”

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "Prader-WIIi syndrone residential stabilization and best-practice
support act".

8§ 2. The mental hygiene |aw is amended by addi ng a new section 13.44
to read as foll ows:

§ 13.44 Prader-WIIli syndrone residential stabilization and best-prac-
tice support.

(a) The office shall

1. recognize Prader-WIlli syndrone as a distinct, high-need subpopu-
lation of individuals with intellectual and devel opnental disabilities;
2. develop and approve Prader-WIli syndrone-specific residentia

nodel s under existing certified settings such as individualized residen-
tial alternatives and supportive housing., including the devel opnent of
specialized, small-scale honmes for individuals W th Prader-WIlli
syndrone operated by certified providers; and

3. establish training and operational standards consistent with best

practices for Prader-WIlli syndrone, including such standards related to
food security, nedical nonitoring, and behavioral support.
(b) The office shall utilize existing funding nechanisns, including

Medi cai d waiver services, to carry out the provisions of subdivision (a)
of this section.

(c) The departnent of health shall:

1. support nedical necessity determinations for specialized Prader-
WIlli syndrone residential services;

2. coordinate Medicaid reinbursable conponents, such as nursing over-
sight, nutritional nanagenent, and behavioral health supports; and
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3. ensure Prader-WIlli syndrone-specific residential nodels align with
public health and safety standards.

(d) Targeted capital support necessary to provide for the provisions
of this section, including for pilot hones and adaptive renovations,
shall be subject to approval by the division of the budget.

(e) Actions taken pursuant to this section shall enphasize cost avoid-
ance and reducing expenditures associated with crisis placenents, insti-
tutionalization, and out-of-state services.

§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




