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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 8, 2025

Introduced by M of A SOLAGES -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to requiring the
conmi ssioner of health to consult with the office of addiction
services and supports to publish certain guidance on mat er na
depression screenings, and to anend a chapter of the |aws of 2024
amendi ng the public health law relating to maternal depression screen-
ings, as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 2039-B and A
2870-B, in relation to the effectiveness thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 3 of section 2500-k of the public health |aw,
as added by a chapter of the laws of 2024 amendi ng the public health | aw
relating to maternal depression screenings, as proposed in |legislative
bills nunbers S. 2039-B and A 2870-B, is anended to read as foll ows:

3. Maternal depression screenings. (a) The commissioner, in consulta-
tion with the office of nental health, the office of addiction services
and supports, and other relevant stakeholders as determined by the
conm ssioner, shall [develop—and] publish guidance [and—standards] for
incorporating maternal depression screenings into routine perinatal
care. This guidance shall include, but not be limted to, reconmenda-
tions and best practices related to:

(i) when naternal health <care providers should initiate mterna
depression screenings and how often such screenings should be repeated
t hroughout pregnancy and the postpartum peri od;

(ii) screening for social needs that nmay contribute to naternal
depression such as social support, intinate partner violence, food and
housing insecurity, diaper insecurity, and barriers to appropriate
heal t hcar e;

(iii) screening for substance use disorders;
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(iv) referrals for appropriate follow up evaluation, diagnosis, and
treatnent; and
(v) reinbursenment nethodol ogies to incentivize provider participation

(b) The commissioner, in consultation with the office of nmenta
health, the office of addiction services and supports, and other rele-
vant stakeholders as determned by the conm ssioner, shall identify

existing information and training prograns designed to [suppert] inform
providers in an effort to pronote maternal depression screening and

treatnent, and publish the Ilinks to such information and training
prograns on the departnent's website. The identified informtion and
training prograns shall include the follow ng topics:

(i) health equity;

(ii) inplicit bias and cultural conpetency;

(iii) screening, referral and treatnent options;

(iv) patient resources and avail abl e servi ces;

(v) patients' rights;

(vi) pharmacot her apy;

(vii) trauma-inforned, patient-centered care; and

(viii) other topics as identified by the comi ssioner

8 2. Section 3 of a chapter of the laws of 2024 anmending the public
health law relating to maternal depression screenings, as proposed in
| egislative bills nunbers S. 2039-B and A 2870-B, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

8§ 3. This act shall take effect [en—+the—onre—hundred—eightieth—day]
eighteen nonths after it shall have becone a |aw. Effective i mediately,
the addition, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regul ation neces-
sary for the inplementation of this act on its effective date are
aut hori zed to be nmade and conpl eted on or before such effective date.

8 3. This act shall take effect inmediately; provided, however, that
section one of this act shall take effect on the same date and in the
sane manner as a chapter of the |laws of 2024 anending the public health
law relating to maternal depression screenings, as proposed in |egisla-
tive bills nunmbers S. 2039-B and A. 2870-B, takes effect.




