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STATE OF NEW YORK

10209

| N ASSEMBLY

February 12, 2026

Introduced by M of A ZINERVMAN -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Health

AN ACT to amend the public health law, in relation to establishing the
of fice of global public health and international cooperation wthin
t he departnent of health

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The |Ilegislature hereby
finds and decl ares that:

1. New York state is a global center of travel, comerce, diplonacy,
education, and migration, and as such is wuniquely vulnerable to the
rapid inportation and transm ssion of energing infectious di seases and
ot her global public health threats; and

2. Recent global public health energencies have denonstrated that
early detection, rapid information sharing, and coordi nated interna-
tional scientific collaboration are essential conponents of effective
di sease prevention, preparedness, and response; and

3. Technical cooperation, data exchange, and research coll aboration
between public health authorities, academ c institutions, and interna-
tional health organizations significantly enhance di sease surveillance
wor kf orce training, and energency preparedness capabilities; and

4. Federal disengagenent frominternational public health institutions
weakens gl obal disease surveillance networks and increases the risk of
del ayed detection and response, thereby heightening public health risks
for states with high volunes of international travel and conmerce; and

5. It is therefore in the interest of the people of the state of New
York to establish a permanent state-level infrastructure within the
department of health to coordinate | awful, non-binding, technical coop-
eration with international public health institutions and research part-
ners in order to strengthen disease surveillance, public health
preparedness, scientific exchange, and energency response capacity.

8§ 2. The public health law is amended by addi ng a new section 206-c to
read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmtted
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206-c. Ofice of global public health and internati onal cooperation
1. Definitions. For purposes of this section:

(a) "Technical cooperation" shall nean non-binding collaboration
related to public health surveillance, data exchange, research, work-
force training, scientific education, energency preparedness, and
di sease prevention and control

(b) "International public health institution" shall nean a foreign
governnental public health authority., international organization, or
multilateral technical agency engaged in disease surveillance, epidem o-
logical research, or public health preparedness, including but not
limted to the Wrld Health Organization and agencies of the United
Nat i ons.

(c) "Non-binding nenorandum of understanding” shall nean a witten
agreenent that does not create legally enforceable obligations, treaty
commtnents, or international agreenents, and that is |limted to techni-
cal cooperation and information exchange.

2. Establishnent. There shall be established within the departnent an
office to be known as the office of global public health and interna-

tional cooperation, which shall operate under the supervision and direc-
tion of the comm ssioner.

3. Powers and duties. The office of global public health and interna-
tional cooperation shall have the power and duty to:

(a) coordinate international technical cooperation in the fields of

public health surveillance, epideniology, |aboratory science, energency

preparedness, and workforce training, consistent with federal |aw and
constitutional lintations;

(b) facilitate the exchange of public health data, subject to al
applicable state and federal privacy and security laws, for the purposes
of di sease surveill ance, early-warning detection, and energency
pr epar edness;

c) support and coordinate partnerships between New York-based academ
ic institutions, public health |aboratories, hospitals, and interna-
tional public health institutions, including those designated as Wrld
Health Organi zation collaborating centers;

(d) pronpte research collaboration and scientific exchange prograns to
strengthen New York state's public health workforce and technical capac-
ity;

(e) provide technical assistance and consultation to state agencies
and | ocal health departnents regarding gl obal disease threats, prepared-

ness planning, and energing public health risks;
f) develop and maintain early-warning systens for energing infectious

diseases and other global public health threats, in coordination with
state, federal, and international partners:;

(g) apply for, accept. and admi nister grants, gifts, donations, and
other funds from public or private sources, including philanthropic
organi zations, research institutions, and public-private partnerships,
consistent with applicable |aw

(h) enter into non-binding nenoranda of understanding for technica
cooperation, consistent with subdivision four of this section; and

(i) performsuch other duties as may be necessary to carry out the
pur poses of this section.

4. limtations. (a) Nothing in this section shall be construed to
aut horize the office of global public health and international cooper-
ation., the departnent, or the state to enter into any treaty. conpact,
or agreenent constituting foreign policy, diplomacy, or internationa
relations reserved to the federal governnent.
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b All  nenpranda of understandin and cooperative arrangenents
aut hori zed pursuant to this section shall be strictly limted to non-
bi nding technical cooperation, research collaboration, workforce train-
ing, and public health preparedness functions.

(c) Nothing in this section shall be construed to inpair or supersede
the authority of the federal governnent, including the centers for
di sease control and prevention, the departnent of health and hunan
services, or any other federal agency.

5. Annual report. The office of global public health and internationa
cooperation shall submit an annual global health risk and preparedness
report to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate, the
speaker of the assenbly and the chairs of the senate and assenbly health
conm ttees, which shall include, but not be linmted to:

(a) an assessnent of energing global public health risks wth poten-
tial inpact on New York state;

(b) a sunmary of technical cooperation activities, partnerships, and
nenor anda of under st andi ng;

(c) an evaluation of New York state's preparedness capacity to respond
to global public health threats:;

(d) recommendations for legislative, regulatory, or budgetary actions
to strengthen public health preparedness; and

(e) an accounting of all funds received and expended by such office.

6. Staffing. The conm ssioner may appoint such professional, techni-
cal, and admnistrative staff as may be necessary to carry out the
duties of the office of global public health and international cooper-
ation, within anounts appropriated therefor.

7. Severability. If any provision of this section or its application
shall be adjudged invalid, such judgnent shall not affect or inpair the
validity of the remainder of this section or the application thereof to
ot her persons or circunstances.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have beconme a | aw.




