OCOO~NOUIRWN P

STATE OF NEW YORK

10186

| N ASSEMBLY

February 12, 2026

Introduced by M of A DE LOS SANTCS -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to enacting the
"public health resilience, early-warning, and planning (PREP) act"

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "public health resilience, early-warning, and planning (PREP) act".

8 2. Legislative findings and intent. 1. The legislature finds that
public health threats to the residents of the state increasingly arise
from environmental conditions, climte-related inpacts, energing infec-
ti ous di seases, and interconnected global systens that affect health
care capacity, energency response, and conmunity well -bei ng.

2. The legislature further finds that early detection of public health
threats, coordinated preparedness planning, and tinmely response reduces
illness and loss of life, limts strain on health care systens, and
protects critical infrastructure and essential services.

3. The legislature further finds that access to donestic and interna-
tional public health surveillance information, when used in a non-bind-
ing and advisory capacity, enhances the state's ability to anticipate
and prepare for public health threats without creating binding | egal or
financial obligations.

4. It is therefore the intent of the legislature to establish a dura-
ble statutory framework to strengthen public health resilience, early-
warning, and planning through coordinated surveill ance, preparedness,
and response activities, while preserving state sovereignty, protecting
i ndi vi dual privacy, and ensuring consistency with state and federal |aw.

8§ 3. The public health law is anmended by adding a new section 206-c to
read as foll ows:

§ 206-c. Public health resilience, early-warning, and planning frane-
work. 1. The commissioner shall establish and maintain wthin the
departnent a public health resilience, early-warning, and planning
framework to identify, assess, and prepare for public health threats
that may affect the residents of the state

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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2. The franework shall include but not be |limted to public health
ri sks associated wth:

(a) extrene heat events;

(b) degraded air quality, including air quality related to snoke and
the ozone;

(c) vector-borne and zoonotic diseases;

(d) flooding, severe weather, and related environnental conditions;

e) enmerging infectious diseases; and

(f) other conditions that may strain public health systens or energen-
CYy response capacity.

3. (a) The departnent is authorized to utilize public health surveil-
| ance data, analyses, and technical infornmation fromdonestic and inter-
national sources to inform preparedness. planning. and response activ-
ities under this section.

(b) Such sources may include, but are not linmted to, federal public
health agencies, acadenic and research institutions, and non-binding
international public health surveillance and out break response networks,
including the d obal Qutbreak Alert and Response Network coordinated by
the Wirld Health Organi zation.

(c) Uilization of information pursuant to this subdivision shall be
limted to technical cooperation, situational awareness, and advisory
pur poses and shall not constitute nenbership in an international organ-
ization or create any binding legal or financial obligation.

4. (a) The commi ssioner shall establish wthin the departnent a
climate and gl obal health surveillance unit responsible for:

(i) nonitoring donestic and international public health signals rele-
vant to the state

(ii) translating such information into early-warning indicators and
pr epar edness qui dance;

(iii) coordinating surveillance and preparedness activities with state
agencies and local health departnents; and

(iv) advising the conm ssioner on energing public health threats.

(b) The unit shall serve as the primary point of coordination for
participation in any non-binding international public health surveil-
| ance or outbreak response network utilized pursuant to this section.

5. The departnent shall use information generated under this section
to support:

(a) public health preparedness and response pl anni ng;

(b) hospital and health system surge readi ness;

(c) advisory guidance to |local health departnents, health care provid-
ers, and other relevant entities; and

(d) coordination with energency managenent authorities, as appropri-
ate.

6. The conmissioner may coordinate activities under this section with
other state agencies, including but not linted to the division of hone-
| and security and energency services, the departnment of environnental
conservation., the departnent of agriculture and nmarkets, and transporta-
tion or infrastructure authorities, as necessary to support public
heal th preparedness and response.

7. (a) Any guidance, recommendations, or technical standards utilized
or received pursuant to this section shall be advisory only and shal
not have the force of |law unless otherwise adopted pursuant to state
statute or reqgulation

(b) Nothing in this section shall be construed to authorize the
execution of any treaty or binding international agreenent, supersede
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state or federal law, or permt the departnment to act on behalf of the
United States in foreign affairs.

8. Any sharing or use of data pursuant to this section shall conply
with all applicable state and federal |aws governing privacy, confiden-
tiality, and data security and shall not require the disclosure of
personally identifiable informati on except as otherwi se authorized by
| aw.

9. The commi ssioner shall submt an annual report to the governor and
the legislature sunmarizing activities conducted pursuant to this
section, including preparedness efforts, interagency coordination, and
any reconmendations for legislative or regulatory action.

8 4. Severability. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision,
section or part of this act shall be adjudged by any court of conpetent
jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgnent shall not affect, inpair, or
i nval i date the renmi nder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation
to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or part thereof
directly involved in the controversy in which such judgnent shall have
been rendered. It is hereby declared to be the intent of the |egislature
that this act would have been enacted even if such invalid provisions
had not been included herein.

8 5. This act shall take effect immediately.




