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STATE OF NEW YORK

10135

| N ASSEMBLY

February 4, 2026

Introduced by M of A BARRETT -- read once and referred to the Commit-
tee on Energy

AN ACT to anmend the public service law, in relation to directing the
public service conmm ssion to devel op, publish, and update a gui debook
on the gas and electric ratemaki ng process

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 66 of the public service law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 33 to read as foll ows:

33. Devel op. publish, and update fromtine to tinme, a gui debook on
the gas and electric ratenmaking process. Such gui debook shall be witten
in plain language, in a nmanner easily understood by the general public,
and shall be nade available in a readily accessible location on the
departnent's website and be included or referenced in any conmunications
relating to the comencenent of, or requesting public coment on, a
matter affecting any rate or charge that requires a hearing pursuant to
this chapter. Such gui debook shall

(a) contain a distinct section to pronote public understanding and
participation in the gas and electric ratenaking process, which shal
include, at a mninum

(i) a basic overview of the ratemaking process, including any conm S-
sion-approved alternative procedures, requlatory or statutory tinelines,
and a glossary of relevant terns;

(ii) an overview of the role of the public in the ratenmaking process,
how to commrent or otherw se participate, and how the conmi ssion reviews
and incorporates public comments;

(iii) a summary of the legal requirenents, conponents, and goals of
the ratemaking process and the roles of the wutility corporation, the
commi ssioners, departnment staff, admnistrative judges, and intervenors;
and

(iv) an explanation of how to access ratenaking related docunentation
and rate case specific sunmaries and nmenoranda; and

(b) contain a distinct section to facilitate the formal intervention
and participation of interested or affected parties in the gas and el ec-
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tric ratemaking process, which, in addition to any relevant information
required pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subdivision, shall include,
at a mni num

(i) a detailed and practical description of the ratennking process,
including any conm ssion-approved alternative procedures, the process of
intervening and beconmng a fornmal party, and the various ways in which
parties may participate;

(ii) a summary of the statutory and requlatory rights and responsibil -
ities of parties and an overview of the role and powers of adninistra-
tive judges;

(iii) an explanation of the principal procedural conponents of the
rat emaki ng process, such as testinony, notions, interrogatories, discov-
ery, evidence, and hearings;

(iv) a summary of any conmi ssion-approved settl enent guidelines, the
role of parties in settlenent, and an explanation of the standards by
which the commssion reviews and nodifies final proposals prior to
adopt i on; and

(v) tenplates and exanples of relevant docunments that may be required
or subnmitted by intervening parties.

8 2. The guidebook required by this act shall be published, and nade
avail able on the departnment of public service's website, no later than
120 days after this act shall have becone a | aw

8§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




