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STATE OF NEW YORK

5195--A

2023- 2024 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 27, 2023

Introduced by Sens. SKOUFIS, ASHBY -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on Veterans, Hone-
land Security and Mlitary Affairs -- comrittee discharged, bil
anended, ordered reprinted as anended and reconmitted to said conmt-
tee

AN ACT to anend the civil service law, the veterans' services |aw, the
soci al services |aw and the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to
renoving the requirenent that a veteran served during wartinme to be
granted certain benefits

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 55-c of the civil service |law, as
anended by chapter 340 of the laws of 2008, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. The commission my deternmine up to five hundred positions with
duties such as can be perfornmed by disabled veterans and veterans with
disabilities who are found otherwi se qualified to performsatisfactorily
the duties of any such position. Upon such determ nation, the said posi-
tions shall be classified in the nonconpetitive class, and may be filled
only by veterans of the arned forces of the United States [who—served

], and (a) who establish by
appropri ate docunmentary evidence that they are disabled veterans, as
defined in paragraph (b) of subdivision one of section eighty-five of
this chapter, or (b) by those veterans, as defined in paragraph (a) of
subdi vision one of section eighty-five of this chapter, who shall have
been certified by the enployee health service of the departnent as being
di sabl ed but capable of performng the duties of said positions. Prior-
ity in certification and referral of both such disabled veterans and
certified disabled but capable veterans shall be given to those veterans
who received a wound in conbat, as docunmented by the awardi ng of the
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purple heart, as authorized by the United States departnent of defense,
and that wound is the cause of, or a substantially contributing factor
to, the degree of inpairnent, who otherwise neet the requirenents of
this section. The nunber of veterans appointed pursuant to this section
shall not exceed five hundred.

8 2. Subdivision 1 of section 13 of the veterans' services law is
amended to read as foll ows:

1. A state veterans' service agency established by the departnent
pursuant to this article shall have power and it shall be its duty to
inform mlitary and naval authorities of the United States and assi st
menbers of the uniformed services and veterans, who are residents of
this state, and their fanmlies, inrelation to (1) matters pertaining to
educational training and retraining services and facilities, (2) health,
medi cal and rehabilitation services and facilities, (3) provisions of
federal, state and local laws and regul ations affording special rights
and privileges to nenbers of the uniforned services and [wa+] veterans
and their famlies, (4) enploynment and re-enploynent services, and (5)
other matters of simlar, related or appropriate nature. The state
veterans' service agency also shall perform such other duties as may be
assigned by the state comn ssioner.

8 3. Subdivision 1 of section 15 of the veterans' services lawis
amended to read as foll ows:

1. Alocal veterans' service agency shall have power under the direc-
tion of the state veterans' service agency, and it shall be its duty to
informmlitary and naval authorities of the United States and assist
menbers of the wuniformed services and veterans, who are residents of
this state, and their fanmlies, in relation to (1) matters pertaining to
educational training and retraining services and facilities, (2) health,
medi cal and rehabilitation services and facilities, (3) provisions of
federal, state and local |aws and regul ations affording special rights
and privileges to nenbers of the uniformed services and [we+] veterans
and their famlies, (4) enploynent and re-enpl oynent services, (5) the
process of submitting an application for a discharge upgrade to the
di scharge wupgrade advisory board, and (6) other matters of simlar,
related or appropriate nature. The | ocal veterans' service agency my
also assist famlies of nmenbers of the reserve conponents of the
uni fornmed services and the organized nmilitia ordered into active duty to
ensure that they are nmade aware of and are receiving all appropriate
support available to themand are placed in contact with the agencies
responsi bl e for such support, including, but not limted to, the divi-
sion of mlitary and naval affairs and other state agencies responsible
for providing such support. The |l|ocal veterans' service agency also
shall perform such other duties as may be assigned by the state conmi s-
si oner.

8 4. Section 168 of the social services |aw, as added by chapter 871
of the Ilaws of 1948, subdivision 1 and paragraph 5 of subdivision 2 as
anmended by section 86 of part PP of chapter 56 of the laws of 2022
subdi vi sion 2 as anended by chapter 467 of the laws of 1991, paragraph 7
of subdivision 2 as anended by chapter 606 of the |aws of 2021, para-
graph (i) of subdivision 3 as anended by chapter 610 of the laws of
1960, paragraphs (n), (p), (q), (r), (s), (t) and (u) of subdivision 3
as added by chapter 219 of the laws of 1983, paragraph (o) of subdivi-
sion 3 as added by chapter 643 of the laws of 1959, subdivision 4 as
anended by section 78 of part B of chapter 436 of the laws of 1997, is
amended to read as foll ows:

§ 168. Definitions. As used in this title:
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1. Veteran neans a person[—aele—o+—femnle-] who has served in the
armed forces of the United States [+a—tiwe—of—war—] or who was a recipi-
ent of the arned forces expeditionary nedal, navy expeditionary nedal or
mari ne corps expeditionary nedal for participation in operations in
Lebanon from June first, nineteen hundred eighty-three to Decenber
first, nineteen hundred eighty-seven, in Genada from October twenty-
third, nineteen hundred eighty-three to Novenber twenty-first, nineteen
hundred eighty-three, or in Pananma from Decenber twentieth, nineteen
hundred eighty-nine to January thirty-first, nineteen hundred ninety,
and who [£34-] (a) has been honorably di scharged or rel eased under honor-
abl e circunstances fromsuch service or furloughed to the reserve, or
[(2] (b) has a qualifying condition, as defined in section one of the
veterans' services |aw, and has received a discharge other than bad
conduct or dishonorable fromsuch service, or [£3}] (c) is a discharged
LGBT veteran, as defined in section one of the veterans' services |aw,
and has received a discharge other than bad conduct or dishonorable from
such service.

2. [+tHrme—olvar—neans—the—periods—herein—set—torth—+tor—thetolow
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3-] Veteran organi zation neans the:
(a) Grand Arny of the Republic;
(b) United Spani sh War Vet erans;
(c) American Legion;
(d) Disabled Anerican Veterans;
(e) Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States;
(f) Jewish War Veterans of the United States, |ncorporated;
(g) Catholic War Veterans, |ncorporated;
(h) Arny and Navy Union of the United States;
(i) Italian American War Veterans of the United States, |ncorporated;
j) Polish Legion of American Veterans, I|ncorporated;
The Marine Corps League;
Mlitary Order of the Purple Heart, Inc.;
Anvet s.
Anerican Veterans of World War 11;
Veterans of World War |, U S A, Inc.
Pol i sh- Aneri can Veterans of World VWar I1;
Masonic War Veterans of the state of N Y., Inc.;
Anerican CGold Star Mdthers, Inc.;
Regul ar Veterans Association, Inc.;
Vi et nam Vet erans of Anerica;
Eastern Paral yzed Veterans Associ ati on;
4-] 3. Veteran assistance neans safety net assistance given pursuant
to the provisions of this title, to the persons eligible therefor.
8§ 5. Subdivision 3 of section 404-a of the vehicle and traffic law, as
added by chapter 601 of the laws of 1987, is amended to read as foll ows:
3. Registration of vehicles owned by severely disabled veterans. The
comm ssi oner shall assign to such notor vehicles, including any vans or
pi ck-up trucks used for transporting handi capped veterans whi ch are not
used for conmercial purposes and which are owned by such veterans or a
not-for-profit corporation serving such veterans, a distinctive nunber
and i ssue and deliver in such manner as the comm ssioner nmay prescribe
to the owner a certification of registration, in such formas the
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conmi ssioner shall prescribe and two nunber plates, called disabled
veteran plates. Said severely disabled veteran plates shall conformto
the requirements of section four hundred one of this [ehapter] article,
but shall bear distinctive marks to distinguish themfrom nunber plates
to be issued to other persons, qualifying under this [echapter] article.
The comm ssioner in his discretion, may issue, for any registration
year, only one plate as a set for a notor vehicle, in which event a set
of severely disabled veteran plates for a nmotor vehicle shall consist of
one plate. Wiere a severely disabled veteran owns nore than one vehicle
and such vehicle or vehicles is or are used by severely disabl ed menbers
of the owner's famly who reside with the owner, the conm ssioner shal

i ssue one set of plates for each additional vehicle used by such severe-
ly disabled veteran, provided that such user qualifies as a severely
di sabl ed veteran in the manner required by this section. For purposes of
this subdivision, the term"severely disabled veteran" shall nmean [any

war—|] a veteran as defined in section eighty-five of the civil service
law, and whose disability qualifies himas a severely disabled person
wi thin the nmeaning of such termas defined in subdivision four of this
secti on.

8 6. This act shall take effect immediately.




