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| N SENATE

January 27, 2023

Introduced by Sens. MYRIE, BROUK, GOUNARDES -- read tw ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be conmtted to the Committee on
El ecti ons

AN ACT to amend the election law, in relation to requests for absentee
bal | ots

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The opening paragraph of subdivision 2 of section 8-400 of
the election |l aw, as anmended by chapter 746 of the laws of 2021, is
amended to read as foll ows:

A qualified voter desiring to vote at such election as an absentee
voter for any reason specified in subdivision one hereof nust nake
application for an absentee ballot on a formto be obtained and filed as
provi ded herein, [by-tetter] as provided in paragraph (d) of this subdi-
vision, or through the electronic absentee ballot application transmt-
tal system pursuant to section 8-408 of this title.

8§ 2. Paragraph (d) of subdivision 2 of section 8-400 of the election
|l aw, as separately amended by chapters 273 and 746 of the |laws of 2021
is amended to read as follows:

(d) (i) The board of elections shall nail an absentee ballot to every
qualified voter otherwise eligible for such a ballot, who requests such
an absentee ballot from such board of elections in witing in a letter,
telefax indicating the address, phone nunber and the tel efax nunber from
which the witing is sent or other witten instrunent, or by tel ephone,
or an electronic application subnmtted by the voter through the elec-
troni c absentee ballot application transmittal system established by the
state board of elections, which is signed by the voter and received by
the board of elections not later than the fifteenth day before the
election for which the ballot is first requested and which states the
address where the voter is registered and the address to which the
ballot is to be mailed; provided, however, a nilitary voter may request
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amlitary ballot or voter registration application or an absentee
ballot application in a letter as provided in subdivision three of
section 10-106 of this chapter; and provided further, a special federa

voter may request a special federal ballot or voter registration appli-
cation or an absentee ballot application in a letter as provided in
paragraph d of subdivision one of section 11-202 of this chapter. [Fhe

eleeti-ehs—]

(ii) For purposes of this subdivision, a voter requesting an absentee
ballot by telephone shall not be required to conplete an application
prior to or sinmultaneously with receiving the ballot. The board of
elections receiving the telephone request shall maintain a witten
record of all such tel ephone requests for an absentee ballot., and may
conplete the absentee ballot application as such record on behalf of the
voter requesting the absentee ballot., provided that no ballot requested
or issued pursuant to this subparagraph shall be deened invalid for |ack
of a conplete absentee ballot application for any reason.

8 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




