Assenbly Resol ution No. 964
BY: M of A Buttenschon

HONORING the |I|ife and | egacy of Dr. Mary Edwards
Wal ker in conjunction with the March 2024 observance
of Wonen's History Mnth

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to acknow edge and
celebrate individuals and events of historic significance which add
vitality, sensitivity, wunderstanding and inspiration to the diversity
and val ue of the people of this great Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
the life and |legacy of Dr. Mary Edwards Wl ker in conjunction with the
March 2024 observance of Wnen's History Month; and

WHEREAS, An Anerican femnist, suffragist, suspected spy, prisoner
of war and surgeon, Dr. Mary Edwards \Wal ker renmains the only wonen ever
to receive the Medal of Honor, which she was awarded for her service
during the Cvil War; and

WHEREAS, Born in Oswego, New York, in 1832, Mary Wal ker was the
fifth daughter of abolitionists Alvah and Vesta Witconb Walker who
encouraged her to think freely; and

WHEREAS, Dr. WMary Edwards Wl ker graduated from Syracuse Medi cal
Col l ege in 1855, and set up her own nedical practice in Rone, New York,
shortly thereafter; and

VWHEREAS, In 1860, Dr. WMary Edwards Wl ker briefly attended Bowen
Collegiate Institute in Hopkinton, lowa, but was swiftly suspended from
the college for refusing to resign fromthe school's all-nmale debate
team and

VWHEREAS, At the onset of the Cvil War, Dr. Miry Edwards Walker
traveled to Washington to join the Union Arny; she was denied a
comm ssion as a nedical officer, but served anyway as an unpaid
vol unteer surgeon at the U S. Patent O fice Hospital in Washington; and

WHEREAS, In 1862, Dr. Mary Edwards WAl ker worked as an unpaid field
surgeon near the front lines at Fredericksburg and Chattanooga; in
Septenber of the follow ng year, she becane the first female U S. Arny
surgeon following her conmssion as a "Contract Acting Assistant
Surgeon" by the Arny of the Cunberland; and

VWHEREAS, Wile serving as an assistant surgeon with the 52nd Chio
Infantry, Dr. Mary Edwards Wal ker routinely crossed the lines to treat
civilians; on one such foray in 1864, she was detained by Confederate
troops and arrested for suspicion of spying;, she was eventually freed in
a prisoner exchange; and

WHEREAS, During the remainder of the war, Dr. Mary Edwards Wl ker



served at the Louisville Whnen's Prison Hospital and at an orphan asyl um
in Carksville, Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, Upon the conpletion of her valiant mlitary service, Dr.
Mary Edwards Wal ker was awarded a disability pension for nuscular
atrophy which she suffered while in prison in Castle Thunder; based on
the recommendati on of Major Generals Sherman and Thomas, President
Andrew Johnson signed a bill on Novenber 11, 1865, to present her with
t he Medal of Honor for Meritorious Service; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Mary Edwards Wal ker was a fierce suffrage advocate,
testifying before Congress on the issue nultiple tinmes and engaging in
efforts of civil disobedience; in her |ater years, she opened her hone
to those who were also ostracized, harassed, and arrested for not
conformng to traditional ideas of how people should dress; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Mary Edwards Wal ker died at her home on February 21,
1919; she was laid to rest in a black suit at Rural Cenetery in OGswego,
New Yor k; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Mary Edwards Wal ker was inducted into the National
Wonen' sHal | of Fane in 2000; she also had a Liberty ship naned after her
in Wrld War |1, called the SS Mary Wal ke; furthernore, in 2012, her
honetown unveiled a 900-pound bronze statue in honor of her
contributions and advocacy on behal f of wonen; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body recogni zes that New York State is the
home to countless wonen such as Dr. Mary Edwards Wal ker who are strong
and colorful threads, vital to the fabric of our rich heritage, who have
contributed, and continue to add to the advancenent of our culture
through their traditional and non-traditional roles in society; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor the life and | egacy of Dr. Mary Edwards Wal ker in conjunction with
t he observance of Wnen's Hi story Month.



