Assenbl y Resol uti on No. 857
BY: M of A Pal nesano

COVMEMORATI NG the 75th Anniversary of the Watkins
d en Area Chanber of Conmmerce

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recogni ze that
the quality and character of life in the conmmunities across the great
State of New York is reflective of certain exenplary organi zati ons whose
purpose is dedicated to serving the conmunity and the needs of its
citizenry; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
commenorate the 75th Anniversary of the Watkins den Area Chanber of
Commerce on Saturday, March 2, 2024, to be celebrated at a D anond Gl a
at the Watkins den Harbor Hotel; and

WHEREAS, Since its founding 75 years ago, the Witkins den Area
Chanber of Commerce has spoken to the needs of the business conmunity,
creatively pronoting and advocating for business in the community; and

VWHEREAS, In addition to its role as the Chanber of Comerce for
Watkins den and Schuyler County area, it is also the Tourism Pronotion
Agent, operating two visitor centers in Watkins G en that welconme nore
t han 100, 000 visitors each year; and

VWHEREAS,  The Watkins den Area Chanber of Commerce has over 400
menbers, wth mny businesses fueling tourism in the area; t he
international auto racing facility and the Finger Lakes w ne industry
bei ng perhaps the nost notabl e econom c engines in the region; and

WHEREAS, In the |ate 1940s, Caneron Argetsinger, a |aw student at
Cornell University, proposed an amateur road race, the Watkins den
Grand Prix, and reached out to the then newy-forned Watkins den Area
Chanber wth the idea of a road race in Watkins G en to bring tourists
to the area; this eventually led to Watkins Gen International, which
now hosts NASCAR, and an array of other notorsports conpetitions; and

WHEREAS, As it honors its history, the Chanber | ooks to the future
with a vision of advancing the Witkins den area as a prener
destination that intertwines its unique scenic beauty with econonc
diversity and prosperity; and

VWHEREAS, The success of the Watkins d en Area Chanber of Commerce is
in direct correlation to the efforts of its dedicated Board of
Directors, staff, and volunteers, whose involvenent is, and al ways has
been, characterized by an | mpressive comi t ment , an unbri dl ed
ent husi asm and an unconprom sing standard of excellence in al
endeavors on behal f of the organi zation and the community it serves; and

VWHEREAS, Steeped in a proud and distinguished history, the Wtkins
G en Area Chanber of Commerce may take just pride in its purposefu



growh, as it |looks forward to continuing to serve the business,
cultural, and intellectual needs of the community; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 75th Anniversary of the Watkins den Area Chanber of
Commerce; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Watki ns @ en Area Chanber of Conmmerce.



