Assenbl y Resol ution No. 851
BY: M of A Norris

HONORI NG Hei di and Douglas Kohler wupon the
occasion of their designation as recipients of the
Educators of the Year Award by the C arence Chanber
of Commerce on March 21, 2024

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend those distinguished citizens who woul d devote their life's work
and purpose to comunity service, contributing to the welfare of the
citizens of their communities and this great Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, their Legislative Body 1is justly proud to
honor Hei di and Dougl as Kohler wupon the occasion of their special
designation as recipients of the Educators of the Year Award by the
Cl arence Chamber of Commerce, to be celebrated at its Annual Awards Gal a
on Thursday, March 21, 2024, at Sanuel's Grande Manor in C arence, New
Yor k; and

VWHEREAS, Hei di and Dougl as Kohler were nomnated for this
prestigious award for their steadfast and unremtting commtnent to
their bel oved community of C arence Center, New York; and

WHEREAS, Heidi and Douglas have both spent their entire teaching
career in Clarence, with Doug joining the staff of Carence Mddle
School in the fall of 1989, and Heidi becom ng a faculty nmenber in 2000;
during their tenure, the couple has worked hard to create opportunities
for students in the classroom as well as through the nuner ous
extracurricular activities that they have been involved in creating and
| eadi ng; and

VWHEREAS, A graduate of the C arence Central School District, Douglas
gained a |l ove of local history through his teaching wwth Barb G| nour,
al ways focusing on engaging his students in the history of the
comunity; and

VWHEREAS, During the C arence Bicentennial, Douglas Kohler authored a
series of four books that highlighted the town's 200-year history; in
addition to the books, he has witten nunerous articles for Western New
York Heritage Magazi ne; and

VWHEREAS, While serving on the Board of Trustees for the C arence
Hi storical Society and The Hull Famly Hone and Farnstead, he was an
I ntegral part of the Hull House Hi story Canp for which he continues to
vol unt eer; and

WHEREAS, Through his hard work and depth of know edge, Dougl as
Kohl er becane the Erie County Hi storian in 2009, the position he proudly
hol ds currently; and

WHEREAS, Dougl as Kohler is currently working with PBS on a video



series for 4th to 8th grade students which highlights the history of
WNY, and al so serves on a consortiumof historians planning the FErie
Canal Bicentennial commenoration that wll take place in 2025; and

WHEREAS, In 1994, dedicated to providing a wealth of opportunities
to his students, Douglas Kohler helped to create the wonen's |acrosse
program at C arence H gh School, where he coached at the Varsity |evel
for 20 years; his teans conpiled nultiple section chanpionships, severa
al |l - Aneri can sel ections, and an appearance in the state final four; in
t he past, he al so coached Mdified Field Hockey and Mdified Soccer; and

VWHEREAS, Heidi Kohler began her illustrious teaching career at
Clarence as a student-teacher of 6th grade social studies; after
conpleting her master's degree in Miusic Education, she secured a choir
position at the m ddle school; and

VWHEREAS, During her tinme at C arence, Heidi Kohler has taught every
grade | evel of chorus and general nusic classes, as well as created many
new choral opportunities for students, including Treble Choir, CQuys
Choir, Sunmer Voice Lesson for mddle school students, and the Summer
Theater Wirkshop; she has served on countless conmittees and hel ped to
spearhead integral parts of the mddle school <culture, such as Sixth
Grade Oientation, and multiple acadenm ¢ and | eadership commttees, and
has nentored nearly 20 teachers both informally and formally; and

VWHEREAS, Toget her, Heidi and Dougl as Kohl er have directed over 25
nmusicals and collaborated on events such as the Hi story Alive! Concert
Series, field trips and various |eadership comrittees; to provide nore
opportunities for students to be on stage, they created the C arence
Summer Theatre Workshop in 2019, alongside their production staff;
during the workshop, rising 6th through 9th grade students nount a
full -scal e production over a two-week period through attendi ng workshops
| ed by high schoolers and the mnusical production staff; and

VWHEREAS, In an effort to restore normalcy to students who had been
Isolated during the closure of schools during the COVID 19 pandem c
Hei di and Dougl as Kohl er adapted to the «circunstance and created two
smal | er-than-normal casts, distanced the actors on-stage, and streaned
the performances for famlies to enjoy; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that those who
enhance the well-being and vitality of their comunity and have shown a
| ong and sustained conmtnent to excellence certainly have earned the
recogni tion and appl ause of all the citizens of this great Enpire State;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Hei di and Dougl as Kohl er upon the occasion of their designation as
reci pients of the Educators of the Year Award by the C arence Chanber of
Conmerce on March 21, 2024; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Heidi and Dougl as Kohl er.






