Assenbl y Resol ution No. 826
BY: M of A Mher

MOURNI NG the death of Sister Ann Sakac, OP,
devot ed nenber of her community, and |ongest-serving
presi dent of Mount Saint Mary Col | ege

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose I|ifewrk and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their communities and this
great Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, Sister Ann Sakac of Newburgh, New York, died on Wadnesday,
January 24, 2024, at the age of 91; and

VWHEREAS, Sister Ann Sakac distinguished herself in her profession
and by her sincere dedication and substantial contribution to the
wel fare of her comunity; and

WHEREAS, Serving as president of the college for 32 years begi nning
in 1976, Sister Ann Sakac was part of the college community since 1969
as a professor of English and assistant dean of students; and

WHEREAS, She stepped down from her role as president in 2008, but
continued to be a part of the college community for the next 15 vyears;
and

WHEREAS, Sister Ann Sakac's conmtnent to excellence, and her spirit
of humanity, <carried over into all fields of enterprise, including
charitabl e and civic endeavors; and

VWHEREAS, Under her 32-year |eadership at the college, Sister Ann
Sakac oversaw much of the college's expansion from a fledgling
institution to a pillar of the conmunity; sonme of the highlights of
Sister Ann Sakac's tenure as Mount president include the devel opnent of
the college's first master's degree program a new residence hall called
Sakac Hall and renovations to Guzman Hall; and the renovation and
devel opnment of the Mathematics, Science and Technol ogy Center in Agui nas
Hal I ; and

WHEREAS, Under her |eadership, Mntefiore St. Luke's Cornwall
Hospi tal began accepting Mount Nursing students for fieldwrk, and |ocal
conpanies |ike IBMin Poughkeepsie and Affron Fuel G| Inc. in New
W ndsor hel ped the college to develop and thrive in the 1970s and 1980s;
and

WHEREAS, Through her connections to generous | ocal businesspersons
of the community, Sister Ann Sakac was able to secure funding to nmake
| nprovenents to the canpus under her purview, the inprovenents included
the Elaine and Wlliam Kaplan Recreation Center; the Kaplan Famly
Li brary and Learning Center; The Kaplan Field; and nore; and

WHEREAS, The Sister Ann Menorial Endowed Schol arshi p which supports



I ncom ng students who have financial need and the academc aptitude to
succeed at the <college was established in Decenber 2023, thanks to a

gift from Penny Ducker, C ass of 1973, serving as an admrable tribute
to the |l egacy of the fornmer president; and

WHEREAS, A wi sh of Sister Ann Sakac's was for all Munt Saint Mry
students, past and present, to enbody the ideals of service, spreading
the inportance and inpact of such service far beyond the borders of the
col | ege; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassion, Sister Ann Sakac |eaves behind a |legacy which will |ong
endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nenory to al
she served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
mourn the death of Sister Ann Sakac, OP, devoted nenber of her
comunity, and |ongest-serving president of Mount Saint Mary Coll ege;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the famly of Sister Ann Sakac.



