Assenbly Resol ution No. 717
BY: M of A. Bronson

COMVENDI NG the Br east Cancer Coalition of
Rochest er upon the occasion of celebrating its 25th
Anni versary in July of 2023

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recogni ze that
the quality and character of life in the communities across New York
State are reflective of the concerned and dedicated efforts of those
organi zati ons and i ndividuals who woul d devote thenselves to the welfare
of the community and its citizenry; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
cormend the Breast Cancer Coalition of Rochester upon the occasion of
its 25th Anniversary in July of 2023; and

WHEREAS, For 25 years, the Breast Cancer Coalition of Rochester has
served the community and those touched by breast or gynecol ogi c cancer
to enpower infornmed decision-naking t hr ough educat i on, support,
research, and advocacy; and

WHEREAS, All prograns and services are free of charge for those
struggling wth these specific cancers and the Breast Cancer Coalition
of Rochester continually funds research; they follow their Coalition
Pillar of prioritized research areas, including: cause, prevention,
prevention of netastasis, and cure; and

VWHEREAS, Formally organizing as a not-for-profit organization in
1997, the Breast Cancer Coalition of Rochester began hunbly wth 13
breast cancer survivors neeting at the honme of Sylvia Cappellino; in
January of 1998, the organization officially received their | RS
Determination letter and the Board of Directors net for the first tine;
and

VWHEREAS, | n 2000, the Breast Cancer Coalition of Rochester opened
their first office in the heart of Rochester, on Park Avenue; shortly
after its opening, Holly Anderson began her tenure as the Executive
Director of the Coalition; and

WHEREAS, The Breast Cancer Coalition of Rochester's first annual
wal k and run was held on Mdther's Day in 2002; at first called Heart and
Sol e, the event was re-naned the Pink Ri bbon Walk and Run in 2004 to
becone the Coalition's signature event throughout the years; and

WHEREAS, Upon noving to University Avenue, the Breast Cancer
Coalition of Rochester's Breast Cancer Research Initiative awarded its
first $25,000 grant to Mesut Miyan, PhD, a University of Rochester
researcher; and

VWHEREAS, The first annual Terri Schmtt Legislative Reception was
held in Septenber of 2003, to recognize the inportance of collaborating



with Legislators on matters that nake a difference for cancer survivors,
laying a strong foundation for the Breast Cancer Coalition of
Rochester's Advocacy Commttee; in 2004, the first annual C ndy

Dertinger Advanced Breast Cancer Seminar: Tools for the Journey was
hel d, addressing Metastatic D sease; and

VWHEREAS, A landmark victory for Coalition Advocates, in March of
2005, the 48-hour Neighbor Notification Law in Mnroe County was passed;
the Law requires prior witten notification to the owners of adjacent
properties before commercially sprayed pesticide applications; and

WHEREAS, As a way to inprove the lives of patients, the Breast
Cancer Coalition of Rochester began hol di ng yoga classes in 2005, |ater
nore evidence-based novenent prograns were established such as QG Gong,
Tai Chi, Reiki, Feldenkrais, Pilates, Fluid Mdtion, and M ndful ness;
anot her way patients can find sone relief is through support groups, the
Coalition's Young Survivor Gatherings is a networking group for young
breast cancer survivors; and

WHEREAS, Originally an informal program the Peer Advocates Lending
Support (PALS) Program is a training session for peer nentors; this
program occurs annually and there are over 200 PALS matches a year; and

VWHEREAS, | n 2009, the Advisory Council was fornmed to collaborate
with comunity experts who possessed specific know edge and skills; the
Coalition becane active in the conmunity, they mde a substanti al
financial contribution to the installation of a mamography unit to the
Ant hony Jordan Health Center and advocated for the passage of New York's
medi cal marijuana bill to allow cancer survivors access to a botanica
renedy to alleviate pain; and

WHEREAS, After holding a series of focus groups, the Breast Cancer
Coalition of Rochester opened its support programnms to gynecol ogi ¢ cancer
survivors in January of 2014; and

WHEREAS, Serving 27 counties today, the Breast Cancer Coalition of
Rochester expanded their reach in 2016 to further serve the community;
al so this year, they noved facilities again to their current |ocation at
University Avenue; and

VWHEREAS, The Breast Cancer Coalition of Rochester has high ethical
standards and always strive to better their organization; in 2018, they
were selected as the recipient of the Ethie Award by the Rochester Area
Busi ness Et hics Foundation; and

VWHEREAS, Renmi ni ng open throughout the Covid-19 Pandem c, the Breast
Cancer Coalition of Rochester truly cares about breast and gynecol ogic
cancer survivors and has surpassed $1 mllion in the provision of
fundi ng and regi onal researchers since the program s inception; and

VWHEREAS, This year, the Breast Cancer Coalition of Rochester has
taken the pink color of the ribbon for their annual Pink R bbon Walk and
Run, and has conbined it with teal 1in support of gynecologic cancer
survivors; and



WHEREAS, The success of the Breast Cancer Coalition of Rochester is
in direct correlation to the efforts of its staff, whose involvenent is,
and al ways has been, characterized by an inpressive commitnent, an
unbridled enthusiasm and an unconproni sing standard of excellence in
all endeavors on behalf of the institution and the community it serves;
and

WHEREAS, In so effectively carrying out its mssion, the Breast
Cancer Coalition of Rochester has denonstrated the value of continuing
the fight against breast cancer; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of +this Legislative Body that when
organi zati ons of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our
attention, they should be cel ebrated and recognized by all the citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
cormend the Breast Cancer Coalition of Rochester upon the occasion of
celebrating its 25th Anniversary in July of 2023; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Breast Cancer Coalition of Rochester.



